



The editors of the EXAMINER believe that San Francisco is 
facing traffic strangulation. 

We believe that the proposed Panhandle Parkway and the 
Park - Pres i d i o Parkway, as finally proposed, are designed to 
serve the needs of The City. We believe that they will be 
a step forward in solving traffic within The Cicy as well 
as to end from The City. 

Because almost a billion dollars of f uture bridge construction 
depends uoon some affirmation by The City that u intends 
to do something about traffic, The Examiner presents herewith 
the recent story of the parkways. 

In so do i nq , we find ourselves allied with the outstanding 
labor and business interests of The City who have registered 
their overwhelming approval of the plan. 

On the other side of the picture is the other morning 
newspaper which tried to rouse 100,000 people to go co 
Golden Gate Park and protest the plan. 

This fiacso too is told in FACT - - and fancy. 

We are confident that the Board of Supervisors, now 
knowing the fact that a minimum number of homes will be 
taken 'that pract i ca I ly no park will be taken and that 
actually new parklands will be added, will give its approva 
to the plan. 
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Sacramento 


Governor Edmund G. Brown told a closed meet- 
ing of City, State and Federal officials here yesterday 
he is prepared to fight for more freeway construction 
in San Francisco. 


“I may get booed, but it wouldn’t be the first 
time,” the Governor said, according to one person 
who attended the lunch- 
eon gathering. 

The unusual gathering at 


the Sutter Club brought to- 
gether ranking State offi- 
cials, the entire San Fran- 
cisco legislative delegation, 
Mayor John F. Shelley, Board 
of Supervisors President 
John Jay Ferdon and city 
officials. 

MEETING 

It was not open to the 
press — but some of those 
who attended showed little 
reluctance to talk. 

State Senator J. Eugene 
McAteer ' and assemblymen 
warned the San Francisco 
representatives that the city 
is facing loss of the $250 mil- 
lion in Federal Interstate 
Highway Funds allocated to 
the city. 

A bill introduced by State 
Senator Thomas Rees (Dem- 
L. A.) would allocate funds 


State spoKesmen and the 
San Francisco legislators 
told Shelley, Ferdon, Chief 
Administrative Officer Sher- 
man P. Duckel and Planning 
Director James McCarthy 
that the time for decision is 
imminent because all Feder- 
al Interstate Highway money 
mugt be paid for construction 
by 1972. 

The luncheon group 
agreed, an informant said, 
that -the majority of the 
members of the Board of Su- 
pervisors will not — at the 
moment — vote for the Pan- 
ha ri d-i e -Golden Gate Park 
freeway. Those present also 
agreed, the informant said, 
that Sail Francisco downtown 
interests have not presented 
a forceful case for the free- 
ways; while “outlying areas 
have; ..been very vocal and 
vigorous; in opposition.” 


ENGINEERS 
State engineers have 


not expended in San Fran - 1 g^ed that Blake’s plan for a 
cisco to Los Angeles. Me- tunnel beneath Pacific 
Ateer reportedly- told the ( Heights would be financially 
group that' the bill has exy unfeasible and would not pro- 
cellent chances of passing the as much relief of con- 
Senate and assemblymen g e s t i o n as the Panhandle 
said that its prospects were I rou tmg. 
good in the Assembly, where , ,, ‘ . . , 

Los Angeles has a powerful ; Blake was in Washington 
delegation yesterday on a business trip, 

delegation. ! The entire San Francisco 


DECISION 


1 legislative delegation had not. 


The Governor c.alled the O riginall y been invited— and 
meeting, the second he has; the « outs >> s tm expressed ir- 
held in an effort to break the Imitation yesterday, even 


long-standing -San Francisco.; though they later received 
freeway deadlock, because .invitations. 


Algy is a month of decision 
for San Francisco. 

The Board of Supervisors 
Streets Committee headed by 
Supervisor William C. Blake, 
leader of the city’s 1958 free- 
way revolt and advocate of a 
crosstown tunnel, will meet 
May 14 to take a position on 
the> croSstown tunnel or on 
the: Panhandle-Golden Gate 
Parkfreeway urged by State 
engineers. Either route 
would provide a connection 
fro® the Central freeway to 
the Golden Gate Bridge. 

Fcjur; days after that meet- 
ing, the.fidl Board of Super- 
visors Will consider the free- 
way. problem. 

PANHANDLE 

And; on May 21, the State 
Highway Commission will 
meet . in San Francisco on the, 
Panhandle-tunnel question. 


‘OUTS’ 

Those not invited were as- 
semblymen who represent 
districts in which proposed 
freeways are opposed by civ- 
ic and neighborhood groups: 
Milton Marks, who repre- 
sents the Richmond and its 
Park-Presido area; Edward 
hi; Gaffney, whose district 
includes the Panhandle, and 
Charles W. Meyers, who has 
the Sunset. 

Governor Brown promised 
Shelley and Ferdon that they 
will be briefed soon on State 
proposals for new Bay cross- 
lings. 

i ^nd he warned them that 
if freeway decisions are not 
made now in “this last go- 
round,” it will be impossible 
to build superhighways in 
San Francisco for “20 years 
or more” because Federal 
funds will be exhausted. 
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be present to answer ques- 
tions concerning the relative 
costs and merits of the alter- 
nate route proposals. 


An official public hearing 
on location of the Panhandle 
route will be held by the 
c-nfrtMiifl nigh wav C.nmmis 


sion on May 
the Veter 
Building, Vai 
McAllister st 


By Mel Wax 

Mayor John F. Shelley 
indicated yesterday that 
the summons to Sacra- 
mento from Governor Ed- 
mund G. Brown Thurs- 
day to discuss San Fran- 
cisco’s freeway problems 
shed no new light and 
was, in fact, a waste of 
time. 



What the Panhandle- 


“I think I could have 
used my time a little bet- 
ter here,” Shelley de- 
clared. 


The Governor issued a re- 
quest for Chief Adminis- 
trative Officer Sherman P. 
Duckel. Director of Planning 
James R. McCarthy, Board 
of Supervisors President 
John Jay Ferdon, and the 
Mayor to come to Sacramen- 
to for lunch at the Sutter 
Club, and talk about free- 
ways. It was the second such 
command performance in 
less than a month. 


Park Presidio freeway will 
look like in each of the 
several proposals for its 
construction will.be shown 
here from 2 to 9, p. m. 
Tuesday at Andrew Jack- 
son Elementary School. 

Maps, drawings and other 
exhibits will be shown by the 
State Division of Highways 
at the school on Grove street 
between Clayton and Cole 
streets. Included will be il- 
lustrations of the proposed 
landscaping and architectur- 
al suggestions of Lawrence 
Halprin, San Francisco land- 
scape architect. 

Exhibits from the studies 
made for the Crosstown Tun- 
nel will also be on display 
and highway engineers will 


FREEWAY 


From the Mayor’s retelling; 
of the closed -door meeting/ 

it would seem to have been-’--' y - me ddling in' San 
an qffort to blackjack San 


Francisco leaders into sup- 
porting the proposed Pan- 
handle -Goldeh Gate Park 
freeway. 

The. Governor, State Sena- 
tor J. Eugene McAteer 
Transportation Director Rob 
ert Bradford, and _Assembly- 
man John Foran told the San 
Francisco delegation Federal 
funds for road building might 
go to Los Angeles if; San 
Francisco doesn’t take them 
now. 

“They said the time factor 
is of the essence,”, Shelley 
declared, “they said the mo- 
ment of truth has arrived. 

L.A. 

“They said if San Frahcis- 
co wants to remain choked 
up, we have the opportunity. 
But nothing was resolved^ 
'Nothing was said more than 
we heard here two weeks 
ago, — other than McAteer’s 
statement about this new bill 
that would give the money to 
Los Angeles. And he had al- 
ready written to me, and to 
the Board of Supervisors, 
about that.” 

“Were they advocating the 
Panhandle - Golden Gate 
Park route?” Shelley was 
asked. 

“No question about it,” 
Shelley replied. 

The Mayor was cautious 
both about accusing the Gov- 


F rancisco ’s affairs, and 
about stating his own prefer- 
ence on freeways. 

IDEAS 

I think San Francisco 
needs some freeways for 
crosstown travel and for in- 
gress and egress,” he said. 

“I have my own ideas, which 
I’m holding back on at this 
time.” 

Twice he declined to re- 
spond to direct questions on 
whether he endorses the 
Panha ndle - Golden Gate 
Park Freeway. 

He did say the design of 
the Panhandle- Golden Gate 
Park Freeway marked a 
“tremendous advance” over 
such earlier experiements as 
the Embarcadero Freeway. 

“Is the Governor trying to 
take over in San Francisco?” 
he was asked. 

“He’ll have a hard time 
doing it,” Shelley said. 

The crosstown tunnel free- 
way, officially endorsed by 
the Board of Supervisors last 
summer, got scant attention, 
apparently. 

“I don’t think they (the 
State) have an open mind on 
the tunnel,” Shelley report- 
ed. “A U. S. Bureau of Pub- 
lic Roads man at the lunch- 
eon said there was a question 
about whether it qualified as 
a proper freeway, because so 
much of it is tunnel.” 


In a Freeway's P 



The Park's Liberty Tree 


One of 1i 


1 1 . miucu 


in Park 1 



Liberty Tre< 


- M '4 1964 

A total of 161 trees in the Pan- 
handle and in Golden Gate Park 
would be lost and 679 others 
would be moved and replanted 
if the State’s recommended free- 
way. route were adopted. 

This was reported yesterday at 
a conference of Division of High- 
ways and San Francisco Recre- 
ation and Park Department offi- 
cials, in advance of today’s 2 p. m. 
hearing on the project before Su- 
pervisor William C. Blake s 

streets committee. „ ; . . , _• , 

The hearing, open to the pub- ;o£hcia s wou P 
lie will be held in the Supervisors .alternative (Route H 
Chambers in City Hall. Commit- 'would take only 28 i 
tee members, in addition to s tead of 161 — altb 

Chairman Blake, .are .Supervisors wou 1 ( j j 0 f CO urse, 

Clarissa McMahon and George more private properl 
Moscone. 

Supervisors will consider a Pa- 
cific Heights tunnel as well as the 
State’s recommended free- 
way. 

The tree count was re- 
ported by Cliff F. Greene, 

San Francisco District 
Deputy Engineer of the Divi- 
sion, and Assistant District 
Engineer Burch Bachtold. 

“The door is not yet 
closed” so far as route selec- 
tion is concerned, James 
Lang, general manager of 
the city’s Park and Recrea- 
tion Department, reported 
after the meeting. But he 
added “We believe there is 
need for a freeway. We are 
not ostriches . . .” 

He explained that the park 


CORNER 
Route H would put 
bound and outbound 
a tunnel under the 
northeast corner of ' 
The freeway would 
westward on Fulton 
Park Presidio boule' 
thence northward 
Golden Gate Bridgi 
“There will be n 
ferences,” Lang s 
final decision h; 
reached and the 5 
cials are willing to 
any reasonable soli 
The State has nc 
precisely how ms 
would be lost by a 
routes other than t 
was recommended- 


i 





■-lie hearing | sion on May 21 at 10 a.m. in 
-e Panhandle : the Veterans Memorial 
held bv the Building, Van Ness avenue at 
iY~ Coinmis- ! McAllister street. 


eeway's Path 


Special Muni 

JIAY A 4 (984 
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Robert Barker of the 
Haight-Ashbury Neighbor 
hood Council, the commit 
g= n £~f r> • t e e ’s logistics' chairman, 

I leer for DIQ urged all people coming to 
* the rally to take the Muni or, i 
rj% a ip, no if they drive, park outside I 

Park KallV the park and walk into the 

’ polo grounds. 

lie said: “Let’s keep both 
The Municipal Railway freeways and cars out of the 
announced yesterday it is park.” 
mobilizing fleets of extra The Municipal Railway 
streetcars and buses to said -it is doubling service on 
transport huge crowds to four dines serving the Polo 
Golden Gate Park Sunday Grounds area— the “N” 

for the gigantic “Save the stl ^ car f d the **?• ® Lhl l 
Pa,-n?oi 7 , » coin.. way bus on the Sunset 

park Kaily. district side, and the No. 5 

The Muni will double Pulton and No. 31 Balboa 
its service on four city buses on the Richmond side, 
lines serving both sides of The rally program will ln- 
the park. Tens of thou- £%£* I 

sands of citizens are ex- program will be announced ( 
pected to gather to reg- tomorrow, 
ister their protest against “Parents are urged to 
the State’s proposed bring their children and turn 

i dle Freeway.” out to show what Golden 

... , . Gate- Park means to us all,” 

ton to the park free- Barker said, 
mg spearheaded by , 

sns Committee to The ILWU resolution came | 
den Gate Park, a ES the flrst break from prior I 
tots organization un . ion approval to the $123 | 
of representatives million park freeway. The 
Francisco civic and B u 1 1 d 1 n g and Construction 
ood groups. Trades Council and the 

Teamsters have both en- 
L dorsed the route. 

itand waa faa " ked The ILWU opposition was 
by the Internation- based on severa 7 counts , said 

oremen s and Ware- mAon spokesman David 

s Umon - Jenkins. I 

The iLWU’s joint legisla- “We are absolutely op- 
tive committee, speaking for posed to disrupting any sec- 
some 17,000 longshoremen, t.ion of the park for an indef- ( 
| uanimously voted “firm op- j nit e time for freeway con- 1 
position” to what the union struction,” he said. 

I termed “plans to tear up The ILWlJ said that many , 
Golden Gate Park for a free- 0 f its members live in the 
way-” Haight-Ashbury area, which 

State Division of Highways would be tom apart by th# 
construction plans call for freeway construction. An es- ! 
the digging of a gigantic timated 6000 persons would 
freeway tunnel trench— 50 lose, their homes and some 
Teet deep and about twice as $2.5: million in property des- 
ivide as the ^present main troyed by construction, 
drive— tnrougn the heart of “11118 is a moderate in- 
Golden Gate Park, from come housing area, and 
Stanyan street to Park Presi- these people would be thrown 


Heated Debate 


dio boulevard. 

SPONSOR 

The Citizens Committee is 
sponsoring Sunday’s “Rally 


out while the city is already 
facing a moderate-priced 
housing problem,” the ILWU 
spokesman said. 

Albert Meakin, co-chair- 


in the Park” which it expect- man of the Citizens Commit- 
ed to be the largest civic - tee to Save G^n Gate 
protest gathering in San p ark| sa j d that the Division 


Francisco history. 

It-' will begin at 2:30 p. m 


of Highways has given the 
“false impression” that the 


- _ I for an hour. 
Liberty Tree's pedigree I m 

'officials would’ prefer ant' 

I- i:rs alternative (Route H) which 1 
j -- wo’ald take only 28 trees 

- : " stead of 161 — although it til yesterday, had made no I 

■ w;tld. of course, require announcement about trees I 

- more private properties. along that route. 

CORNER They made their report to 


In the Polo Grounds and last park would not be harmed by 


the freeway. 

* “This would be the worst 
^desecration of a -beautiful 
[ area in San Francisco’s his- 
Uory,” he said. 


would, of course, require announcement about trees 
= more private properties. along that route. 

CORNER They made their report to 

Z ss Ze Route H would put both in- Lang and Frank O. Foehr, i 
- rr~ bound and outbound traffic in park superintendent. 

a tunnel under the extreme COUNT 

northeast comer of the park. ... . . . n i 1 « in — 

- - -- e freeway would continue “We did not have an exact prized gr0 ve west of Tenth 

westward on Fulton street to “«n ™ waited avenue. The 655 others could 

7 Park Presidio boulevard, and TheChronicle, so we waited be replantedi after being 

-_rer.ee northward to the until we did know- moved aside during construe- 

"* - T3T.ir4cTD Along the Panhandle, he. *. 

m: -w.c.n Gate Bnd = . - would have to tl0a / -■ r . . 

i : “There will be more con- ® ’ , , , - , 1R The figures, Greene said 

. . — - -sT*Qce< ” Lang said. “No be moved ’ of wlucb the ® yesterday, are based on “a 

_ _. . ki ZaT decision has been largest could not be saved pr etty accurate location of 

. ' T 7- Y ~Z-pr" ~ and the State offi- and replanted. They are the trees affected” by the 

_ 7 7V are willing to listen to mostly eucalyptus, he siad. Pannandle-Park Presidio 
i_r : ? ary reasonable solution.” j n Golden Gate Park, he Freeway route recommended 

mrrrre: state has not figured -reported, 800 trees would by State Highway Engineer 

- . 7 . ; rre-risely how many trees have to be moved at least J- C. Womack. 

' -Y r Z would be lost by alternative temporarily, but only 145 The State Highway Com- 
mutes other than that which WO uld be lost— including “a mission has not yet made a 

-i- rr? rsrk was recommended— and, ua-.few redwoods” from the final decision on the project. 
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r ning and Urban Renewal houses— most of them low 
MW 1 5 1864 1 Association asked the com- and moderate income apart- 

mittee to postpone action, ments. It would tunnel under 
j . * q it pending a restudy of the the Main drive of Golden 

/yew Kevo/t transportation section of the Gate Park, an operation that 
city’s master plan. would mean moving 

— SEGMENTS hundreds of, trees, apd the 

Erupts on ■«. . ,„. r? ««. ■jSST.S 

c , sst’ zrzzssrs ; • » « * 

Freeway SS « .S S 

crossings,” said Bok Rietzel, year and a ba ^‘ . 

By Mel Wax SPUR SDO kesman - TUNNEL 

c n second He recommended the State cut “d cover tunnel 

San Franciscos second be asked t0 - commit itsel£ t0 woud carry eastbound traf- 

freeway revolt erupted in providing the £unds neces . traffic. Westbound traffic 
the Board of Supervisors sary to complete the. Federal w ould pass through a tunnel 
chambers yesterday. interstate system, when the and ® r .7: ‘ 


ehambers^yesterday. . “agSdT'a^uTe ^ *%& G^Park™ 
The Supervisors y The £ . ig nQW being fhrough a depression under 

Streets Committee unani- asked t 0 make a major deci- Fulton street, 
mously recommended sion about freeways,” said, ® n Park-Presidio boule- 
that the Panhandle Park- Rietzel, “but many impor- vard, the design is for a de- 

wav route through Golden tant questions have not yet (pressed freeway section with 
way route througn uoiaen been ' 1 answered . For exam- teal, traffic carried on an 

Gate Park be rejected. , how can anyone p]an in . -elevated roadway. 

The committee took no telligently for automobile 7 be choice before the cem- 
further action on the Cross- traffic from Marin county mittee was between the 
town Tunnel. The Board un til the question of a seeond crosstown tunnel advocated 
already is on record as fa- Marin crossing has been con- by Supervisor Blake, at the 
voring construction of the s j d ered. Will there be suchl a Panhandle route. I 

tunnel. crossing? The tunnel was attacked by 

MEETING “If this crossing termi- city departments and State 

The committee’s recom- nates anywhere in the down- :®* do '^ atp P 

mendation will go to the full town ajea, will the city need s 7 a , ? ' . 
board on Monday. The State any additional freeways to 11 b °™ d a , Burton L 
Highway Commission meets the Golden Gate Bridge?” ®r ’resenttagt he 

i here Monday to .consider the There was no question 
freeway routing. about the sentiments of the 

The hearing lasted 5% overflow crowd in the Suppr- Arphitects 

h0urs - H fS ha p»L!?r y „lZ' “A c r o s s t o w n tunnelT” ' 

Chairman William C. Blake! Posed the Panhandle-Golden Rockwell saidi “ wou i d serve l 

charged that the State route , Gate Park l< reeway. the stated purpose with the I 1 

was “the same old Western j PETITION least possible destruction and I 

Freeway.” ■ Apetition of opposition could do so fully as well as 

His committee, Blake said, ; f r o m the Haight-Ashbury the Panhandle Parkway 
was taking no action on an] District, ^vhich would lose without the multiple inter- 
alternate proposal — skirting j 6000 residents if the State changes which inflate the re- 
the Panhandle— that was ad- 'Division of Highways Plan ported cost and destroy pri- 
'vanc^d by the City Planning we re approved, was submit- vate property at each en- 
Department. ted with 12,282 signatures. trance and exit. 

Destruction of trees, the Hearing the lengthy debate | “The Panhandle Parkway 
prospective loss of homes, ! was the Supervisors’ Streets makes sense only on the divi- 
ano the impassioned argu-] Committee, chairmaned by sion of highways’ own as- 
ments of dozens of spokesmen Supervisor Blake. The mem- , sumption that the freeway 
from San Francisco’s neigh-, bers are Supervisors Clarissa system should serve the in- 
borhoods carried the day McMahon and George Mos- ternal traffic of San Francis- 
against the statistics of the -’cone. Also in the audience co. This is an unnecessary 
State Division of Highways, "’ ere Supervisors Charles A. ailQ improper use . . Y” 
the Chamber of Commerce, Ertola, Jack. Morrison, and The AIA recommended “a 
the Down Town Association, Leo (McCarthy. simplified, economy version 

and spokesmen for the big ARGUMENT of the Crosstown Tunnel, 

labor unions that would get] The 0 pp 0sit ion arguments shorn of multiple interchan- 
new jobs through freeway, centered " n the destruction ges, designed on the basis of 
construction. f Golden Gate Park and the the Board of Supervisors 

The City Planning Com-, Panhand i e , and the demoli- original resolution, and freed 
mission, meeting one hour t j 0 n 0 f about 2226 living of an X char S e to serve pan 
before the hearing, recom-j units T he alternate proposed Francisco’s internal traffic.” i| 
mended a new . variation of l by £b e Planning Commission 
the Panhandle route. : would destroy ffcwer homes. I 

EXTENSION ! McCarthy estimated the loss 1 

It would permit extending ,at 1243 units. / 

the Panhandle ten blocks Joye Goodwin, speaking 1 
eastward from Baker street for the NAACP, declared I 
to the Central Freeway the Panhandle pro-posal I 
crossing at Octavia street, "would mean mass uproot- J 
Ultimately, said Planning Di- ing and a constant reduction f 
Sector James R. McCarthy, of the city^s housing supply.” 
the Panhandle could reach She said rents in the 
all the way to Civic Center, homes to be demolished 
as envisaged by Daniel Burn- average only $60 a month, 
ham in his original 1905 plan “To build a freeway and 
for rebuilding San. Francisco, remove some 6000 housing 
Dr. Francis Herz, speaking units is, I think, a crime,” 
for the Recreation and Park added Negro attorney Willie 
Commission, advocated a n Brown, 
alternate route without the The State Division of High- 
, tunnel under the Main drive way Engineer Joseph P. Sin- 
of Golden Gate Park. Traffic clair, explained the State- 
Iwould be routed north of the sponsored routing. 

t park, along Fulton street. It It would go South of the 
, would take 200 homes. Panhandle, through Oak I 

j The San Francisco 1\ street, ripping out some 447 I 
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\ At Crossroads 
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By JACK WELTER 

Examiner Capitol Bureau 

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Edmund G. Brown said yester- 
day San Francisco stands ‘at the crossroads on three prob- 
lems of transportation” and set settlement of the city’s 
freeway controversy as the price for construction of new 
Bay bridges. “One of the two southern 

Brown met with Mayor crossings (A or B) must be ap- 
John F. Shelley and state and proved and begun promptly 
city officials, in a two-hour to avert a crisis when the 
private luncheon billed mere- Bay Bridge reaches satura- 
ly as an informal gathering- tion again in the late 1960s,” 
for another discussion of San Brown said. “If an additional 
Francisco’s transportation east-west bridge is not started 


s. 


problems. 


almost immediately, 15 mil- 


uAiuvnt lumiouiatciji x u uiu- 

Brown told newsmen after lion trips per year . . . will ibe 
the meeting. made impossible after 1970, 

“We explored what can be with resulting economic and 
done, but .no conclusion was social dislocation Of Bay Area 
reached at all.” commerce and recreation and 

PARK FREEWAY truly disasti " 0U9 results.” 

He' said settlement of the “ LAST GO-AROUND” 


reached at all.” commerce and recreation and 

PARK FREEWAY trul F disastrous results." 

He' said settlement of the “ LAST GO-AROUND” 
freeway problem js “a condi- He said the Golden Gate 
tion 'precedent to spending Bridge will reach capacity in 
$500,000 for another Golden 196s > and the antiquated 
Gate Bridge study” and car- Dumbarton Bridge in 1970. 
ries equal weight in construe- Brown noted the federal 
tion of a 1 new southern Bay interstate highway program 
crossing. ends in 1971, and all bills 

“After we get them in Sam paId by J- 972 - . 


Francisco,- what do we do 
with them?” Brown asked. 

Shelley agreed nothing 
was accomplished, but said 
-‘we didn’t intend to resolve 
anything.” 

Brown said the State High- 


"We now face the last go- 
around on the completion of 
the interstate program in San 
Francisco,” he said. “Either 
the board (of supervisors) 
must accept and approve a 
'freeway agreement from the 
Instate on the various inter- 


nubiic iWrin^ nr, y „ sponsibihty for rejecting the 

o' * ’ probably cannot be financed 

Senator Eugene McAteer again for 20 years or more.” 
said he did not get the im- Inviting Shelley and Super- 
pression that Brown was lay- visor John J. Ferdon to par- 
ing down an ultimatum, but ticipate on this city’s behalf, 
he said his recent “moment Brown said he plans this ae- 
of truth” letter was men- tion: . 
tioned and the consensus ap- • An early appearance be- 
peared to be that “if the Pan- fore the bay study commission 
handle Freeway is rejected to 1 clarify his interest in 
then all freeway money and, achieving a comprehensive 
planning, and all bridge transportation master plan 
money and planning, into for the nine bay counties. 

San Francisco will stop.” • Solicitation of the com- 

This also was the conclu- mission’s reaction on the need 
;sion of a conference this for an additional south bay 
week between McAteer and crossing, and a California Toil 


other Bay area Senators. 
Brown opened the discus 


Bridge Authority meeting 
within 60 days for a vote to 


file UloL-Uo* " vxwj O 1U1 a. vuic LU 

sion with a statement deciar- proceed with a financial feasi- 
ing decisions which must be bllity study and application 
made now will affect the city for federal permits for both 
and the entire Bay Area, for crossings now under consider- 
the next 75 years.”. ation. 

He emphasized the urgency • Representation at the 


presented by the fact that Ma y 21 Highway Commission 
federal law “specifies that' meeting “to make my position 
federal highway funds may with respect to the nee4 
be denied San Francisco and * Additional transportation 


be denied San Francisco and , Additional . transportation 
the Bay Area if this compre- jollities of this type in San 
hensive transportation pro- Francisco, 
cess (a maste rplan by the Ferdon represented the 
Bay Area Transporttaion Beard of Supervisors Super- 
- visor William C. Blake is in 


Study Commission) is not ™lfom C - 

under way productively by Washington, D. C 
July 1, 1965.” f -» ,, 

He said the need for four 
new bridges before 1970 pre- 
sents another crisis, listing a 
southern crossing near the 
Bay Bridge, an additional 
sft.uhtern crossing farther 
south, a San Francisco-Marin 
crossing and a modern re- 
placement for the Dumbarton 
Bridge. 


CCTSGGP (fTf) Meets Press 


MAY 1 - iab'<- 

The very first press confer- 
ence of the Citizens Commit- 
tee To Save Golden Gate Park 
(from the freeway) was held 
yesterday under positively 
fascinating circumstances. 

It was conducted in Stry- 
bing Arboretum, where the 
group of four stern men and 
eight grim-faced women were 
driven by gusts of wind. 

They stood uncertainly 
amid television cables, pots 
of flowers. 

A nervous young man 
named Warren Hinckle, who 
is a San Francisco Chronicle 
reporter and ex-publicist, was 
handing out mimeographed 
statements and speaking into 
microphones. 

One of the grim-f a c e d 
Women said Hinckle had 
been elected chairman of 
CCTSGGP after helping or- 
ganize the.group in a meeting 
at the San Francisco Press 
Club. It represents 26 civic 
groups, as Hinckle reported 


in his paper Tuesday. 

The hubbub ended when 
Hinckle shouted, “Could 
everybody QUIET DOWN?” 

He delivered a short speech 
in which he promised a crowd 
of 100,000 in the park on May 
17 in a protest against any 
freeway route which might 
touch Golden Gate Park. 

Then he Introduced Dr. 
Elizabeth McClintock, asso- 
ciate curator of botany at the 
California Academy of Sci- 
ences. She discussed the pos- 
sible damage to park trees 
if the proposed Park Pan- 
handle Freeway includes a 
four-lane tunnel under the 
Main Drive. 

‘TELL ME, DOCTOR’ 

Chairman Hinckle stepped 
to one side and pulled out his 
reporter’s pad and pencil. 

“Tell me, doctor, he said, 
“we’ve been told there will be 
little destruction in the park if 
the freeway is built — that, 
in fact, it will be restored 


as better than ever. What do 
you think?” 

The chairman made notes 
while Miss McClintock ex- 
pressed horror and disbelief. 

At this point, four tourist ; 
ladies passed through the : 
arboretum entrance. They 
were holding hands, like ele- 
phants holding trunks, to 
prevent losing their way 
amid the member of 
CCTSGGP (ftf), the reporters 
and the potted plants. 

Then Mrs. Cabot Brown 
volunteered her view that a 
cut-and-cover tunnel opera- 
tion would expose sand to 
winds. 

‘WE DON’T CARE’ 

The chairman-reporter 
made a joke. “I hope it isn’t 
as windy then,” he said, “as 
it is today.” 

An Examiner reporter de- 
diced. in a moment of reck- 
lessness, to ask a question 
too. Would an effort be made 
to clear up any conflicts in 


factual matters w'ith the 
highway engineers? 

“We don’t care what sta- 
tistics' they produce,” said 
Hinckle, his notepad disap- 
pearing. “We don’t want a 
freeway in our park.” 

There was a patter of ap- 
plause, and a murmur of 
“Hear, hear!” Then the 
press conference was ov4r, 
and all' the reporters went 
back to their newspapers 



dr. McClintock 
H orror ond disbelief 
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Truth on 
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Freeways 

By RUSS CONE 

Mayor John F. Shelley, 
on the heels of a third 
freeway summit meeting 
with state and federal of- 
ficials, declared yesterday 
“San Francisco is up 
against the moment of 
truth.” 

Shelley made clear “if San 
Francisco is to have any addi- 
tional freeways at all, the 
planning must be completed 
now ... 

“I think San Francisco 
needs some freeways for 
crosstown travel and ingress 
and egress, otherwise we be- 
come a city to be avoided. 
And I don’t think we want 
that.” 

Gov. Edmund G. Brown 
called the summit session, at- 
tended by Shelley, State Sen. 
J. Eugene McAteer, Board of 
Supervisors’ President John 
Jay Ferdon, State Transpor- 
tation Director Robert Brad- 
ford and others. 

The State and Federal high- 
way officials made clear that 
about $250,000,000 in Federal 
road funds are now ear- 
marked for San Francisco. 

But if The City fails in the 
next months to approve an 
acceptable system of free- 
ways, the money will be di- 
verted to other elements of 
the California freeway net- 
work. 

And without new freeways, 
such as the State recommend- 
ed Golden Gate Park Panhan- 


dle route, officials told Shel- 
ley San Francisco won’t get 
any new bay crossings, either. ] 

Shelley, familiar with the | 
pressure building up for an- 
swers to the current freeway 
program, remarked “I think 
I could have used my time a 
little better here.” 

He disclosed, also, that he 
narbors “ipy own ideas” on 
the freeway situation “which 
I’m holding back on at this, 
time.” 

GRAVE DOUBT 

He reported that the Gov- 
ernor wants to stir up public 
support for freeways to 
counteract the oppdsition 
which pops up every time a 
new route is proposed. 

“We seem to be a city of 
objectors, but no engineers,” 
Shelley remarked. “We’re 
against everything the engi- 
neers come up with, but no- 
body is able to engineer an 
answer.” 

Ferdon. he said, suggested 
the Governor spend a week 
in The City, talking with peo- 1 
pie to plumb public senti- 
ment. 

State and federal officials 
led Shelley to believe they 
don’t have an open mind on ( 
the Pacific Heights Tunnel 
route, an .alternative to the 
Panhandle route. 

He was told there is grave 
doubt the federal govern- 
ment would authorize use of I 
its money on the tunnel be- J 
cause it provides only half! 
the traffic service and would J 
cost more than twice as much f 
as the Panhandle. 





Lawrence Halprin 

A world-renowned landscape architect tells in a 
special article , Why I Favor the Panhandle Freeway 


]V /TUCH OF THE controversy surrounding 
-bVl. San Francisco freeways stems from 
strong public insistence that The City’s 
esthetic values be preserved. This concern 
is particularly strong in the instance of 
the Panhandle Freeway, since the proposed 
routes would involve Golden Gate Park. 

Few men are as well qualified to discuss 
this issue as Lawrence Halprin, consulting 
landscape architect on the Panhandle Free- 
way and Crosstown Tunnel studies. 


Distinguished in his profession, Halprin 
is equally well known as an independent 
thinker and a man of rugged integrity. 

Halprin is eloquent in his conviction 
that over the long run the automobile is the 
enemy of the city. But he recognizes that 
it cannot soon be made to go away. 

When the State Division of Highways 
sought a landscape architect to help bring 
a new dimension of urban compatibility 


to San Francisco freeway designs, it wisely 
picked a man who was both gifted in his 
profession and above suspicion that high- 
way engineers could make him a tame cat. 

“The State got perhaps more than it 
bargained for (from Halprin),” commented 
Architectural Forum, in a 34-page special 
section entitled “Transportation and The 
City” and which* was “biased in favor of 
the city and its people.” 

What the State got, in addition to spe- 
cific design suggestions, was a creative 
study of basic urban freeway design that 
has drawn favorable comment throughout, 
the world, most recently in Athens, Greece. 

For these reasons Halprin was asked 
to write for PEOPLE a special article on 
the Panhandle Freeway proposals. The 
article appears on pages 8-10 of this issue, 
along with a summary of the basic design 
principles which he -has proposed. 


* 




Up a Rally 
Against Freeway 

S. F. njRONlCLE 7 


Songwriter Malvina Reynolds, the woman who 
made “ticky tacky” a national phrase, is taking up 
her guitar against the State Division of Highways, 
The Chronicle learned yesterday. 

She has written a new song called “The Cement 
Octopus” which takes the S tate to task for its plan to 
run a freeway through 


Golden Gate Park. 

She will sing it for the 
first time at the huge “Save 
the Park” rally in the Polo 
Grounds at 2:30 p. m. Gun- 
day. 

Mrs. Reynolds, a Berkeley 
folk singer with a Ph.D. in 
English, wrote the hit song 
“Little Boxes” while driving 
down the Skyline boulevard' 
near rows of tract houses. 

She applied the phrase 
“ticky tacky” to housing 
tracts, and other symptoms 
of modern conformity — and 
the phrase became part of 
the national lexicon as the 
catchy tune climbed on the 
hit parade. 

The new song, she said 



MALVINA REYNOLDS 

A song against cement 


yesterday, retiects her per- sponsoring the rally. 


sonal horror at the State’s . Their ^stand against rush- 


proposed ‘panhandle freeway’ i n £ ir ?^“ struc ( T 0£ me 
route which would put a huge $ 123 million Panhandle 
construction, ditch through | freeway” was supported yes- 
the heart of Golden Gate terday by the powerful San 
Turk- Francisco Planning and Ur- 

“We must protect our ban Renewal Association, 
trees from the highway mis- 
eries,” she ‘ said. The “ce- SPUR directors asked the 
ment octopus," she said, is Supervisors to hold off ap- 
her vision of the highway proval of any current freeway 
engineers in Sacramento. route until the site of the 
Mrs. Reynolds will be one sec °ud. Marin crossing has 
[of the entertainment head- been selected. 


liners at the 
Grounds rally. 


giant Polo 


People planning to drive to 
the rally were urged yester- 
day to park their cars outside 
~ the Park and walk into the 

Tens of thousands of citi- p 0 i 0 <j r0 unds, which are near 
zens opposing the Golden 34th avenue 


DEMONSTRATION 


Gate Park freeway route are 
expected to gather there for 


The Municipal Railway is 


what may be the largest civic , doubling service on four lines 
demonstration in San Fran- leading to the area and on 
cisco history, crosstown runs feeding these 

The Citizens Committee to lines. The public may take 
Gave' Golden Gate Park, an the ‘N’ streetcar, No. 72 Lin- 
prgamzation of represents- coin way bus, No. 5 Fulton 
tives of 26 city 'civic and or No. 31 Balboa buses to the 
neighborhood groups, is Polo Grounds, area. 


Death at 


Freeway 


Hearing 


A man protesting the pro- 
posed Panhandle Freeway 
suffered a heart attack and 
died yesterday in the crowd- 
ed Board of Supervisors 
chambers. 

Sylvester Moore, 47, who 
lived near the planned route 
of the freeway at 440 Scott 
street, collapsed as he was 
entering the chambers. 

A physician attending the 
hearing attempted mouth-to- 
mouth resuscitation and ex- 
ternal heart; massage, but 
Moore was dead on arrival 
at Central Emergency Hos- 
pital. 

Friends said hjoore had 
come to object to the free- 
way because his home was 
cne, which would have to be 
demolished to make /-way 
for. -it. . 
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Captive 


.■MAY is 1366m 


The/ Parking Authority yesterday launched an 
investigation into "the fad| that city garages were 
being’ used for the distribution of propaganda 
favoring the Panhandle freeway. 

Authority Manager Vining Fisher said he 
would ask the City Attorney today for an opinion 
on the legality of garage attendants handing 
motorists a “postcard” from the San Francisco 
Chamber of Commerce reading: “The Board of 
Supervisors must vote NOW to complete the 
city’s highway system.” 

Motorists were asked to pick one of three 
choices for driving to the downtown area— “city 
streets,” a “parkway and short subways,” or 
“one of the longest vehicle tunnels in the U. S.” 

The tunnel is, of course, the proposed Blake 
cross-town tunnel which the Chamber is against. 
The “parkway” is the proposed Panhandle Free- 
way; the Chamber is for it. 

At the Fifth and Mission Garage, motorists 
were told to hand the card to garage attendants. 

William E. Dauer, executive vice president 
of the Chamber, confirmed that city garages 
were being used to distribute the postcards. 

“I suppose you might say we’re just trying 
to prove to ourselves that we’re right.” 

“Those questions sound like kind of a stacked 
deck to me,” Parking Authority Manager Fisher 
said, “It’s the first I’ve heard of this— nobody 
ever asked our permission to do it,” he said. „ 

The city leases most of the large downtown 
garages to non-profit corporations, Fisher said, 
but reserves the right to set policy over “opera- 
tion regulations and conditions.” 


f 
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Route Plan 
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Shelley Impatient 

^ „ $• F. CHRONICLE 

On Freeways 


Mayor John F. Shelley wistfully expressed the hope 
yesterday that San Francisco “had better come up with 
some plan” to solve its .freeway problems. 

But he firmly refused to take sides in the Pan- 
andle-Golden Gate Park 


u 


San Francisco’s Labor. 
Council endorsed the 
State’s controversial pro- 
posal for.'- a freeway 
through Golden Gate Park 
last night— --but by a dis- 
puted voice vote that 
brought an angry dfemand 
for reconsideration. 

“I don’t like this thing 
being rammed down our 
throats,” shouted a delega. 
from the International Typo- 
graphical Union, but he was 
ruled out of order by Council 
President Claude Jinkerson. 

Jinkerson called for the en- 
dorsement after delegates 
h a a heard a presentation 
from a State highway engi- 
neer extolling the project as 
beneficial both to the City 
and to labor unions, because 
of the jobs it would create. 

They heal'd nothing of the 
other side- of the heated con- 


troversy, however — bring 
ing a charge from a News 
paper Guild delegate that 
“we’ve been flim-flammed.’ 

Jinkerson told delegates 
that the resolution he subm.it- 
ted favored no particular 
route, but one in general, 
“because San Francisco 
needs freeways.” 

But the resolution, as ap- 
pro ved, specifically urged 
the Board of Supervisors tc 
adopt the proposed Golden 
Gate Park route. 

It mentioned approval o! 
the route by the City Plan- 
ning Commission, but did not 
note its rejection by the Su- 
pervisors’ Streets and High- 
ways Committee. . 

The resolution backed the 
route as one that “would pre- 
serve both the Panhandle 
and the Golden Gate Park, 
and provide a speedy and 
needed route for traffic.” 

It noted pointedly', too, that 
“construction of this . . . 
route would provide employ- 
ment for members of unions 
affiliated with the San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council ...” 


feeway controversy. And[ 
le said he would have no 
comment on Thursday’s 
Streets Committee hear- 


ing. 


The Supervisors committee 
recommended unanimously 
that, the ..Park Panhandle 
Freeway, endorsed by the 
State Division of Highways, 
be rejected by the Board of 
Supervisors. The Board will 
vote Monday. On Thursday,, 
the State Highway Commis- 
sion meets here to consider 1 
freeway routipgs. 

“They don’t want houses' 
taken. They don’t want trees; 
taken. We have got to lose: 
something, ’’.Shelley said. 

“We had better come -up; 
with some plan. We must 
have an answer. If we don’t,; 
we’re going to lose all that 
(Federal) money.” 

Shlelley was also critical of 
the San Francisco Planning 
and Urban Renewal Associa- 
tion program calling for an 
overall transportation study, 
which would locate a second 
crossing to Marin, before fix- 
ing a freeway route. 

“The State will build no 
bridges until the city decides 
where to build freeways,” he 
said. “The Governor told me 
that himself.” 


pmm 

By C. of C 


The San Francisco- 
Chamber of Commerce 
yesterday called off its 
program of distributing 
pro - Panhandle freeway 
■postal cards to captive 
motorists. 

Drivers entering six city 
garages in the downtown 
area on Thursday were hand- 
ed postal cards .with a “poll” 
p r in. t e d on them which 
played tip the- park freeway 
endorsed by the Chamber. 

The Parking. Authority im- 
mediately launched an inves- 
tigation into the action and 
Authority manager Vining 
Fisher said yesterday he was 
waiting for an opinion from 
the City Attorney on whether 
partisan propaganda could 
legally be handed out by at- 
tendants in city garages. 

But the Chamber said yes- 
terday that the postal card 
handout program “had end- 
ed.” 1 

“We may go into some 
neighborhood parking areas 
next, but we’re through with 
the big downtown garages,” 
ta Chamber spokesman said. 

Several thousand cards 
were handed to motorists by 
garage attendants. Drivers 
were told to give 
back to tl 
they left 
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A “natural anthem” 
for San Francisco will be 
sung — for the first time 
— at the big “Save the 
Park” rally tomorrow. 

Titled “San Francisco 
Beautiful,” the new hymn 
of praise to the cityfs 
natural beauty will be 
presented by a 50-voice 
chorus as tens of thou- 
sands of San Franciscans 
gnt-k-er at the Polo 
Grounds, in Golden Gate 
Park, at 2:30 p. m. 

The historic civic gather- 
ing will protest. the State’s 
plans to defile Golden Gate 
Park by digging a freeway 
through it. 

The city’s, first “natural 
anthem” will be one of two 
original compositions to be 
unveiled Sunday. The other 
is “The Cement Octopus,” a 
song about the State Division 
of Highways which will be 
sung in person by Malvina 
Reynolds, the author of the 
hit tune, “Little B 
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S. F. CHRONXCLF 

'The.fiemea 


Here are the words to the new song, “The 
Cement Octopus,” which folk singer Malvina 
Reynolds of “Ticky Tacky” fame will sing at the 
big “Save the Park” rally this afternoon: 

Words and music by Malvina Reynolds 
Copyright 1964 by Schroder Music Company 


There’s a cement octopus sits In Sacramento, I 
think, 

Gets red tape to eat, gasoline taxes to drink, 
And It grows by day and it grows by night 
And it rolls over everything in sight, 

Oh stand by me, and protect that tree 
From the freeway misery. 


Who knows how the monster started to grow 
that way, 

Its parents are frightened and wish it would go 
away, 

But the taxes keep coming, they have to be spent 
On big bulldozers and tanks of cement, 

Oil stand by me and protect that tree 
From the freeway misery. 
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A “natural anthem” 
for San Francisco will be 
sung — for the first time 
— at the big “Save the 
Park” rally tomorrow.' 

Titled “San Francisco 
Beautiful." the new hymn 
of praise to the city^’s 
natural beauty will be 
presented by a 50-voice 
chorus as tens of thou- 
sands of San Franciscans 
?at-h-er at the Polo 
Grounds, in Golden Gate 
Park, at 2:30 p. m. 

The historic chic gather- 
er will protest , the State’s 
ria-s to defile Golden- Gate 
Pari: by digging a freeway 
through it. 

The city's, first “natural 
anthem" will be one of two 
rr.rutal compositions to be 
■mvehed Su»day. The other 
The Cement Octopus,” a 
::::: the State Division 
c: Highways which will be 
in person by Malvina 
elds, the author of the 
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The gala rally is sponsored 
by the Citizens Committee to 
Save Golden Gate Park, an 
organization of repre- 
sentatives of 26 San Francis- 
co civic and neighborhood 
groups. The rally’s theme is 
“An Afternoon in the Park” 
and parents were urged yes- 
terday to bring their children 
to the history-making event. 

‘ANTHEM’ 

The natural anthem” for 
San Francisco is the product 
of two years work. 

Bill Siden. a Pacific Gas & 
Electric company executive 
and chairman of the Mayor’s 
Tree Planting Advisory Com- 
mittee, wrote the music; lvfr- 
icist Muriel Hively Alstrom 
wrote the words. 

‘‘It’s kind of a natural 
anthem for San Francisco,” 
Siden said of the- song. “It’s 
a beautiful hymn of praise to 
the '‘Golden City,’ with em- 
phasis on our unspoiled na- 
tural beauty.” 

Siden said that it was 
“most fitting” that the song 
)f the city’s beauty have its ■ 
first public performance at a 
•ally opposing the use of 
Golden Gate Park for a free- 
way route. 

OPPOSITION j 

Opposition to the Panhan- 
dle Freeway grew yesterday 
after the position of the Cit- ; 
izens Co mmitte e to Save 
was sup- 
mous vote 
S“ Streets 




MARIE LUSTIG 
She's opposed 

And Marie Lustig, the ; 
president of the San Fran- 
cisco Chapter of “Women in . “ T1 


“The vote of the Super 


I Construction,” announced visor’s Street Committee is 
her organization’s opposition heartening,” he said. “But 
to the Panhandle freeway. the crucial test lies Monday 
Members of Women in when the full Board of Super 
Construction are lady con- visors must vote bn the free 
-tractors, engineers and other wa y proposals.” 



ico Plan- 
ewal As- 
ked -the 
that the 
torn up 


women working in the ^con- 
struction industry. 

But Augustin C. Keane, 
prominent San Francisco at- 


Keane, chairman of the ad- 
visory board” of the Citizens 
Committee to Save Golden 
Gate Park, urged all San 


torney and the organizer of j Franciscans “who want to 
the California Heritage Coun- keep the park safe for future 
cil, warned against eompla- | generations” ta come to the 
cency yesterday. rally. 


I SUGGESTED PARKING STREETS 
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Routes to the Rally 


Arrow points to the 1 Polo 
Grounds in Golden Gate 
Park, site of tomorrow’s 
huge “Save the Park” ral- 

Iy- 

Police and park officials 
have asked families who 
plan to drive to the rally to 
leave their automobiles 


outside the park and walk 
in. Streets in the shaded 
portions opposite the Polo 
Grounds are suggested 
parking areas. 

The Municipal railway is 
doubling its service on all 
lines serving the Polo 
Grounds, and also increas- 


ing servipe on corsstown 
routes feeding the lines. 

Any of these four Muni 
lines may be taken direct 
to the Polo Grounds area: ' 

“N” streetcar) from 
downtown out- Judah 
street No. 72 Lincoln Way 
bus; No. 5 Fulton bus'; No. 
31 Balboa bus. 


Golden Gate Park 
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That octopus grows like a science-fiction blight. 
The Bay and the Ferry Building are out of sight. 
The trees that stood for a thousand years. 

We watch them falling through our tears, 

Oh stand by me and protect that tree 
Oh stand by me and protect that tree 
From the freeway misery. 

Dear old McLaren won’t take this lying down. 
We can bear his spirit move in the sandy ground, 
He built this Eden on the duney plain, 

Now they’re making it a concrete desert again, 
Oh stand by me and protect that tree 
From the freeway misery. 

The men on the highways need those jobs, we 
know, 

Let’s put them to work planting new trees to 
grow, 

Building new parks where kids can play, 

Pushing that cement monster away, 

01; stand by me and protect that tree 
From the freeway misery. 



MALVINA REYNOLDS 

She wrote the words and music 


GOLDEN GATE PARK belongs to you. 

If you want to save it from the, spoilers, now 
is the time t.o act. 

Today your city’s precious Golden Gate Park 
is threatened by the relentless and selfish advance 
of the freeways. 

If you want to save Golden Gate Park from 
being trenched and tunneled for a freeway, you 
may express your opinion by joining Sunday’s 
“Save the Park” rally. 

THE PARK BELONGS to San Francisco and 
its citizens. It does not belong to the Governor” or 
the Highway Commission, who would rip it up and 
ruin it. 

This precious spot of green was a gift to 
present day San Franciscans from the men and 
women of San Francisco who came before them. 
You must decide whether or not you will save it, 
unspoiled,, for the generations of San Franciscans 
who will follow you. 

NOW IS THE TIME to speak out for your 
park. Don’t wait until it’s too late. Don’t wait for 
George to do it. 

The time: This Sunday, 2:30 p. m. 

The place: The Golden Gate Park Polo 
Grounds near 34th avenue. 


The Goal: To save Golden Gate Park. 








A noted landscape architect concludes 
that far from hurting Golden Gate 
Park, this freeway could save it 
from being choked by automobiles 


By Lawrence Halprin 


rpHE CONTROVERSY swirling around the pro- 
1 posed Panhandle freeway route connecting the 
central Freeway to the Golden Gate Bridge needs 
to be judged from several points of view. 

The first is specific and has to do with the choice 
of the route — should this freeway go along the 
Panhandle, and in the vicinity of Golden Gate 
Park or in a long tunnel under Pacific Heights? 
This is the most important question to the San 
Franciscans who live along the routes under study. 

Another part of the problem deals with the 
whole basic question of freeways. Are they valid 
urban forms and. should we. have them at all? If 
not then this one is wrong, no matter how beauti- 
ful it may be. 

A Real Question 

Finally, there is : a real question in many people’s 
minds as to whether this freeway jeopardizes 
Golden Gate Park-. For them, no matter how valid 
the freeway may be this faet alone is compelling 
enough reason why- it should not be built.: 

All of these are excellent and important ques- 
tions which unfortunately have become confused 
j6y newspaper reports that have in many instances 
obscured rather than clarified the technical facts 
on which the decision should be made. 

These notes will, I hope, help to clarify the 
issues. 

The study of the- connection from the Civic Cen- 
ter -to the Golden Gate Bridge falls into three parts. 
The first is from the Civic Center to the edge of 
Golden Gate Park via the Panhandle. Four alter- 
native Sesigns on this leg have been studied— each 
Afferent. These are called E-l, E-2, F & G. 

The Second leg carries the freeway from Stan- 
yan St. to Park Presidio. Boulevard. Three different 
techniques for accomplishing this have been pre- 
sented numbered H, J & K. 

The last leg connects Park Presidio. Boulevard 
to the Golden Gate Bridge and four different meth- 
ods numbered L-l, 2, 3, 4 have been studied. 

As to the Golden Gate Park itself. It needs to 
be said over and over again that none of the 
proposed routes goes THROUGH or over Golden 
Gate Park. This is an unequivocal statement, aud 


must not be obscured by confused reporting. Sev- 
eral of the alternates studied go completely UN- 
DER the Park in tunnels and one goes around it, 
except for a short portion in bored tunnel. 

The issue as to which of the alternates in the 
Park area IS used can be judged to a large: degree, 
on one’s attitude towards the disruption of Park 
use during the . two-year period of construction. 
This must be weighed against the desire to save 
houses on the north side of the Park along Fulton.. 

Since the Soils in the Park are sandy and loose, 
too , difficult to support during construction ;of. a 
bored tunnel, those alternates which tunnel under 
the Park will have to do so by cut and cover 
methods. This means that the present road called 
Main Drive in the Park will be excavated during 
the construction period and unavailable for Park 
driving. 

If, as I would hope, automobile traffic is 
eventually permanently removed from Main Drive 
as being incompatible with Park uses, then this 
very temporary disruption might set the stages for 
this to happen permanently, even after the tunnel 
is covered over and Main Drive returned to its 
original condition. 

•The question has been raised as to whether 
trees would be lost during cut and cover tunneling. 
The answer is this: Even though the tunnel stays 
essentially under the now paved route of Main 
Drive, some trees particularly at the end of the 
tunnel as it swings into Park Presidio are in tb 
way of construction. 

Most Can Be Saved 

A majority of these trees can and will be boxed 
—put aside and replanted over the tunnel after 
construction. All shrubs and small trees can be 
saved in this way. But there are some large 
Monterey pines and cypress at the portals which 
simply cannot be saved. These trees are surveyed 
and can be analyzed by the City as to whether 
their importance is such as to make this alternate 
unwise: 

The proposed Park tunnel — particularly the 
one-way tunnel, has, I believe, great merit — it 
takes all through traffic out of the Park and re- 
moves . it from sight. After it is built, the 
Park will appear as it does 1 now, but- the re- 


Two stretches of the proposed Panhandle Freeway, fo 
section above, have been compressed by artist Ken f- 
tures. The portion at left is the cut-and-cover tunnel 
Golden Gate Park's Main Drive. The tunnel has fou 
lanes on either side and an emergency pedestrian 
depressed freeway under Fulton St. for westbound tren 
two emergency lanes. Fulton St. only partially overh 
location of these two sections of the freeway, see the i 


duction in the amount of automobile traffic will, 
I am sure, add a great dimension to the pedestrian 
use of this section of the Park, now more and more 
jammed by cars along Main Drive, particularly 
during peak hours. [Editor’s note: The one-way 
tunnel plan, called Alternate K, has since been 
recommended by the State Highway Engineer.] 

The alternate to the various tunnel plans is an 
eight-lane depressed parkway outside the Park 
along Fulton. This works well and would not touch 
the Park, even during construction. However, the 
broad sunken freeway would create a visual bar- 
rier even though it is below grade and pedestrian 
crossovers make the Park readily accessible. Thus 
it seems to me not quite as pleasant for the neigh- 
borhood as the tunnel alternates. 

In addition, many more houses would be lost 
to the freeway if this alternate is selected than 
if any of the tunnel alternates under the Park are 
used. 

In summary, the. tunnels under the Park would 
take some trees,- no houses except at the inter- 
change, and would disrupt a narrow band of Park 
use along Main Drive for some months. After com- 
pletion the Park will look as before but contain 
fewer cars. 

As to the Panhandle, four alternative possibili- 
ties have been studied. Of these the route alter- 
nates which I personally favor are E-l or E-2. 


These run 
touch it at ; 

where they 
ing under G- 
the smaller 
moved arc 
there remar 


PEOPLE, The California Weelrly 
Sunday, May 3, 1964 


8 — §>. 3 . Examiner 


raw 


a 1 FsS nra 

i 8 1 1 

1 1 K % 1 L 

yUUl 










iuptive, particularly as they pass over the cross 
streets, and 1 therefore do not find them desirable. 

L-3 solves the problem nicely — the freeway Is 
depressed under Park Presidio which is left 
on its present level and little visual disruption 
results. If. this, which is my preferred alternate, 
is used, it will be necessary to exercise great care 
in insuring that as many of the present handsome 
plantings are not damaged during the construction 
period. [Editor’s note: The state has since recom- 
mended L-3.] . 

There has, of course, been much made of the 
Crosstown tunnel as solving all the problems of 
this freeway by putting it underground. If this were 
true, I think we should build it no matter what the 
cost. 

However, those who are advocating the tunnel 
should take a long hard look at its implications. 

It does not serve as an alternate to the Pan- 
handle route. It carries traffic, to be sure, but it 
is different traffic. Panhandle traffic serves as a 
carrier of cars for all residential areas in the 
western section of the city such as the Sunset and 
Richmond, as well as the Golden Gate Bridge. In 
so doing, the Panhandle freeway will serve to re- 
move cars from the Park and from the Oak-Fell 
city streets now heavily used. 

The traffic served by the Panhandle route st'll 
will remain after the Crosstown tunnel is built, and 
I fear that if the Crosstown tunnel is developed, 
we will then simply have to turn around and build 
the Panhandle route in addition. 

Devastates Five Blocks 

There are other implications as well. The Cross-, 
town tunnel devastates five blocks of the area 
between the civic center and the Jack Tar Hotel in 
a complex and involved series of interchanges 
whose magnitude' and complexity are overwhelm- 
ing. I have pointed out that if this is done the only 
way to adequately solve the visual problems in- 
herent in this scheme would be to eventually 
erect buildings over the whole complex so that it 
becomes encased in structures. 

In addition, .the Crosstown tunnel would con- 
siderably alter The neighborhoods in the vicinity 
of the portals — where large volumes of traffic 
would be dumped out into what are now quiet 
streets. The portal problem here is different, it 
seems to me, than at the Panhandle, for there Oak 
and Fell Streets are already heavy traffic car- 


riers whose _ neighborhood impact can only be 
helped by diversion onto a freeway. 

Here is of course the nub of the whole matter. 
The freeway is a new large-scale urban form which 
is difficult to integrate into the fabric of cities, 
which were built in earlier more quiet days when 
streets were designed for horse and buggies and 
more leisurely traffic. 

The freeway is a purposeful tool in urban life; 
it is a clear-cut device for taking traffic off city 
streets and putting it onto or into a single purppse 
high volume carrier. It is a response to the auto- 
mobile. It did not cause the automobile. And every 
person who stands up against freeways needs to 
look deep inside himself for the reason for free- 
ways. 


Reason for Freeways 

Freeways are there because people drive cars, 
not vice versa. And if properly designed, carefully 
thought through and sensitively integrated into the 
fabric of cities, they can improve city life by re- 
moving cars from city streets and channeling 
movement and speed into corridors specially de- 
signed for this purpose. 

Of course, they carry, with them a certain 
amount of disruption, particularly during their con- 
struction period. But so does any change— so does 
it seems to.me the increasingly, large numbers of 
cars now using city streets and less dramatically 
perhaps changing the patterns of the neighbor^ 
hoods through which they pass. 

Who can drive along Oak and Fell row and say 
that traffic is not a hazard and a barrier? How 
much Gough and Franklin Streets have changed in' 
recent years due to traffic increase! And Geary, 
And the change along Marina Drive is immense. 

It seems to me more reasonable to plan for the 
automobile in San Francisco by developing-these 
special corridors rather than to allow the automo- 
bile to gradually pervade every neighborhood and 
every street. 


Some comment may be in order about rapid 
transit. In my own view, this is most desirable 
and the new system when built will achieve im- 
portant and vital results. But it will not replace 
the private automobile in its present form. Large 
areas of The City will not be tapped bv it. And 
given the choice the private car will still be used 
widely both for internal city traffic and commuting. 
What we need to solve our traffic congestion prob- 
lems, for the forseeable future, is, it seems to me, 
many and diverse systems. 

My area of concern is not so much the freeway 
(Continued on Next Page) 


posed Panhandle Freeway, farther apart than in the cross- 
n compressed by artist Ken Alexander to show their fea- 
t is the cut-and-cover tunnel for eastbound traffic under 
i Drive. The tunnel has four traffic lanes, emergency 
an emergency pedestrian walkway.! At r i g h t is the 
Fulton St. for westbound travel— four traffic lanes and 
ulton St. only partially overhangs the freeway. For the 
fions of the freeway, see the map on Page 10. 
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These run alongside the Panhandle and do no 
touch it at all, except between Cole and Stanyan 
where they turn and enter the tunnel portals go 
ing under Golden Gate Park. At this point some o 
the smaller trees and shrubs will be boxed an: 
moved and then replanted after construction bu 
there remain 10-15 larger eucalyptus and cypres 
which cannot be saved. 

E-l or E-2 are outside the Panhandle and stree 
level pedestrian crossovers provide ready access 
to the Panhandle. I prefer these, particularly E-2 
because they do not disturb Park uses and E-2 
allows wide buffering strips of trees to be planted 
south of Oak Street. [Editor’s note: The State has 
since recommended E-l to eliminate an elevated 
structure.] 

The other two alternates were, I believe, wort! 
studying but do not represent my preferences— 
because they cause major disruptions to the func- 
tion of the Panhandle. 

The last leg of the route is the Park Presidio 
and this seems less controversial because it tra- 
verses an area now already devoted to a parkway. 
Here again several alternative methods were 
studied, several of which imply considerable vis- 
ual change in the area. 

Alternates L-l and L-2 would carry the new free- 
way traffic above Park Presidio Boulevard— one 
on an embankment and the other on a full width 
elevated structure. Both would be visually dis- 
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Turk Murphy Joins 

Ml”'*** — 


Big Rally Today 
To Save Park 
From Freeway 


Turk Murphy, one of the Nation’s top hand 
leaders, joined the fight to save Golden Gate Park 
from the bulldozers yesterday. 

Trombonist Murphy and his famous New Or- 
leans jazz band will play at the giant “Save the Park” 
rally today at 2:30 p. m. in the Polo Grounds. 

way route, San Francisco is 


“We’ll blow up a storm 
that will make it bad weather 
for freeway in the park,” he 
said. 

Murphy’s renowned band is 
just one of the top headliners 
who will entertain at the 
rally. 

THOUSANDS 

Tens of thousands of people 
are expected to attend the 
gala affair. 

Among the other, stars to 
appear at this, afternoon’s 


on its way donwhill.” 

The Citizens Committee to 
Save Golden Gate Park is a 
gras s-roots organization of 
representatives of 26 San 
Francisco civic and neigh- 
borhood groups. 

The full-voiced choir will 
sing the San Francisco song 
as thousands of citizens come 
into the Polo Grounds with 
their children for “an old- 


JAZZMAN TURK MURPHY, WHOSE BAND WILL PLAY AT THE RALLY 

He promised to blow up a storm against the freeway 


appeal at- hud. “ men " ~ 

ralTy is . songwriter Malvina time afternoon in the park. 
Reynolds, author of the hit: Scnedu i ed speakers for the 
Citizens Committee to Save 
Golden Gate Park include 
critic Allan Temko, natural-* 
ist Harold Gilliam, the au- 
thor of “San Francisco Bay,” 
and poet Kenneth Rexroth. 

People planning to drive to 
the historic rally were asked 
yesterday by police and park 
officials to leave their autos 
outside the park and walk 
into the Polo Grounds which 
are near 34th avenue. 

The Municipal Railway is 


tune “Little Boxes.” 

Mrs. Reynolds, whose 
song made the phrase “ticky 
tacky” a part of the national 
lexicon, has written a spe- 
cial song for the rally— “The 
Cement Octopus.” 

She will sing her new song, 
which laments the fate of 
natural beauty that stands 
in the way of the “gasoline- 
tax eating highway depart- 
ment monster in Sacramen- 
to,” for the first time at the 
rally. 

SONGS 


Mrs. Reynolds will also .'doubling service on four lines 
sing her popular hit, “Little serving the Polo Grounds 
area, and on cross-town con- 
nections to those lines. 

LINES 


Boxe?,” a scathing comment 
on the trend toward con- 
formity in modern life. 

“nature Uh^ Mr lan The Polo Grounds maybe 
Francisco — will also be sung reached from the Sunset &s- 
for the first, time at the tact side of the park by t 
rally. A 50-voice chorus will the , N streetcar or the 
sing “San Francisco Beauti- ; No. 72 Lincoln .Way _bus, and 
ful,” a hymn of praise to the from the Richmond district 
natural beauties of the city, side by the No. 5 Fulton and 
... . . No. 31 Balboa buses. 

'Oth eF entertainment in- 
cludes the Vince Guaraldi The proposed “Panhandle 
Trio, one of the top names ‘ Freeway” would leave 6000 
In modem jazz, and folk people homeless in the 
fingers. , H a i g h t-Ashbury area, de- 

Parents were urged yes- stray over $2.5 million in 
terday to bring their chilr property.^ U would disrupt 
dren to the gathering— ex- and intersect three complete 
pected to be the largest civic neighborhoods, and partially 
rally in San Francisco his- or substantially ruin three of 
tory. the city’s parks, Meakin 

. Opposition to the proposed said . 

“Panhandle freeway” i n t o.’ ““ 

Golden Gate Park has been 
steamrolling in virtually ev- 
ery San Francisco neighbor- 
hood during the past two 
weeks. 

-“This is it,” said Albert 
Meakin, co-chairman of the 
Citizens Committee to Save 
Golden Gate - Park — which 
is sponsoring the rally. “If 
we let our park go for a free- 


The Polo Grounds (arrow) will be the site of the “Save the Park rally. Shaded 
areas are suggested ■ parking streets for motorists who are asked to leave ears 
outside the park and walk in. These Municipal Railway lines will provide direct 
service to the park: N street car from downtown out Judah street; No. 72 
Lincoln way bus; No. 5 Fulton bus and No. 31 Balboa bus^ 


Thousands Shout 

_ s, £ essfONff if 

No to Freeway 


By Donovan Bess 

Thousands of San Francisco residents gathered 
in Golt’en Gate Park yesterday and pledged them- 


selves to carry the fight against a “Panhandle free 
way” to City Hall. 

They came in from the city's neighborhoods for 
their grass-roots demonstration against the project, 


which one speaker told 
them would “behead 
Golden Gate Park.” 

Hundreds took their places 
on the lawn of the Polo 
Grounds a lull two hours be- 
fore the rally began at 2:30 
p. m. and by the time it was 
over more than 10.000 per- 
sons were on hand, it was es- 
t i ill a t e d by Assemblyman 
Charles Meyers (Dem.-S.F.), 
CHEERS 

Cheers rolled like thunder 
across the sunny field when 
speakers exhorted the cit- 
izens to rebel against the 
State Division of Highways’ 
freeway project. Shouts of 
“We’ll march” rang out 
when the master of ceremo- 
nies, Craig Jordan, suggested 
that foes of the freeway go to 
City Hall today to support 
their views at a meeting of 
the Board of Supervisors. 

V 


; The board will convene at 
■ ( 2 p. m. The agenda will in- 
'clude debate on the proposal 
Ito put the freeway into the 
park — a plan unanimously re- 
jected by the Supervisors’ 
Streets committee. 


A featured .speaker, at ves- 


PETITIONS 

Jordan, the chairman of 
the day appointed by the Citi- 
zens Committee to Save Gold- 
en Gate Park, said 20,000 
signatures against the proj- 
ect had already been put on- 
to petitions. He urged resi- 
dents who could not attend 
today's supervisors’ meeting 
to send telegrams to City 
Hall this morning. 

“Let us_go down to City 
Hall and speak for our- 
selves,” said John Dearman, 

' a civic leader in the Haight- 
' Ashbury district. 

Another speaker was Allan 
Temko, environmental critic 
for The Chronicle. 

; Temko charged that the 
( freeway would be an “ill-ad- 
(vised, destructive, useless 
pseudo-convenience.” He 
proposed that City, State and 
Federal officials “stop play- 
ing games with this precious 
city” and begin to think in 
terms of a “permanent solu- 
tion” of the lang-range re 
gional needs. 

The Panhandle Freeway 
he suggested, would “funnei 
cars toward a bridge whicl 


terday’s rally was Harold can’t or shouldn’t take more 
Gilli am, a former Interior of them.” He accused the 
Department official and „ highway engineers of operat 
w* , . mg a Roman-style empire- 

author of San Francisco and dec i a red: “I hope yov 

Bay.”' will rise up against these 

TREES centurions.” 

The proposed freeway, he ! p \ 
declared, would 'put an in- apparatus to hold your elect 
terchange at the very en- e d representatives to ac 
trance to the park” and there- count,” 
by “behead the park” while [ ' The warmest response of 
“amputating the Panhandle.” came to Malvina 


Reynolds, the folk singer whe 


Gilliam scoffed at engi- co ' mposed “Little Boxes,’ 
claims that despite the the f amous song that lam 


neers 


massive removal of trees the 


basts the “ticky-tacky” con 


park eventually * would sur- . . , . . . • 

viw* in its historic heantv. formist-making ways of ou: 
times. 

SONG 


1 


vive in its historic beauty. 

“You can no more recon- 
itruct this park afterward 
than you can take the Mona Mrs. Reynolds sang a nev 
Lisa apart and then recon- song composed for the occa 
struct it,” the conservationist s ion — “The Cement Octo 
author asserted. pus.” Many of the listen 

: Gilliam won vigorous ap- * thousands joined in th, 
plause in a many-fronted at- * . J ,, , 

tack on the State highway refrain, as soon as they hai 
engineers. heard it twice. They, too 

“These are the same peo- sang: 
pie who gave us the Embar- 1 “oh stand by me and pre 
cadero Freeway and the tect that tree 
•beautiful’ roller-coaster ! the freewa y mis 

Dridge between Richmond' „ 

and San 1 iS 6 After she had finished thi 
Sot .“who £ cuT- 'Edition, the crowd gave he 

ting down 1000-year ; old red- 3 KTreri the audience 
woods m California, he de- telegram from Martin Free( 

C TT?«m he asked- “Are these man ’ secretary of the loci 
Then he asked. Are tnese q{ thg sierra clu , 

the people we are | S°“g Speakin g for the club’s 25.0C 
trust to carry out beautifica- , . wrote that “th 

tion of Golden Gate Park?” members, he wrote that tr 

This rhetorical question 


brought a massed shout of 
“No!” from the listening 
thousands seated in the Polo 
Grounds. 

fciliam won more applause 
and cheers when he de- 
clared, “the time to stop the 
Embarcadero freeway was 
yesterday — the time to stop 
the Panhandle Freeway is 
now,” __ _ _ 


highwayman . . . must not t 
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.iseo residents gathered 

lay and pledged thera- 
pist a "Panhandle free- 

:::y's neighborhoods for 
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PETITIONS 

Jordan, the chairman of 
ie day appointed by the Citi- 
iins Committee to Save Gold- 
en Gate Park, said 20,000 
ngnatures against the proj- 
ect had already been put on- 
to petitions. He urged resi- 
dents who could not attend 
tt day's supervisors’ meeting 
to send telegrams to City 
Hall this morning. 

"Let us_go down to City 
Hail and speak for our- 
selves.” said John Dearman, 
a civic leader in the Haight- 
Asrbury district. 

Another speaker was Allan 
Tetttko, environmental critic 
tor The Chronicle. 

Temko charged that the 
freeway would be an “ill-ad- 

; s e d . destructive, useless 
pseud o-con venience . ” He 
proposed that City, State and 
federal officials “stop play- 
ing games with this precious 
cirr" and begin to think in 
of a “permanent solu- 
tion” of the lang-range re- 
gional needs. 

The Panhandle Freeway, 
te suggested, would “funnel 
oars toward a bridge which 
can't or shouldn’t take more 
of them.” He accused the 
highway engineers of operat- 
_rg a Roman-style empire— 
and declared: “I hope you 
will rise up against these 
centurions.” 

But. he declared, “you 
need an effective political 
apparatus to hold your elect- 
: d representatives to ac- 
count” 

The warmest response of 
he day came to Malvina 
vryuolds. the folk singer who 
: imposed “Little Boxes,” 
he famous song that 1am- 
:ans the “ticky-tacky” con- 
i': mist-making ways of our 
ZULQS. 

SONG 

Mrs. Reynolds sang a new 
■mg composed for the occa- 
r.:n — "The Cement Octo- 
pus.” Many of the listen- 
ng thousands joined in the 
-e train, as soon as they had 
teard it twice. They, too, 
sang: 

"Oh stand by me and pro- 
:ect that tree 

Trom the freew'ay mls- 

•ry.” 

After she had finished this 
•-sadiron, the crowd gave her 
s long ovation. 

Jordan read the audience a 
: si spam from Martin Freed- 
man. secretary of the local 
iddice of the Sierra Club. 
: r for the club’s 25.000 

members, he wrote that “the 
ni.wavman . . . must not be 


l LasfePitFta 
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permitted to rob us of one 
| single tree,” and said “vic- 
tory here will save other 
redwoods in our state parks 
from freeway destruction.” 

Albert Meakin, co-chair- 
man of the Citizens’ Com- 
mittee to Save Golden Gate 
Park, said last night he was 
’^‘absolutely delighted” with 
the forceful and massive 
public response displayed at 
yesterday’s rally. 


™ arl MRi l e fii55Kf n ° ! 9 a ™ ere< * to defend the park brought picnic lunc 
with them, like this group. 




PLAN 

i Developed by the City 
Planning Department last 
j week, it would extend a, 
j small strip of the Panhandle 
'farther down toward Civic 
■ jr I „ . r 1 Center "and save homes op 

HHONlCLE j Oak street between Stanyan 
fi and Baker streets. 

'I Feverish attempts were 
jj made yesterday to sway the 
’ solid front of neighborhood 


reeway 


Proponents of the Pan- 
handle freeway route into 
Golden Gate Park are 
organizing behind a last- 
ditch ploy, The Chronicle 
learned last night. 

They will attempt to pres- 
sure the Board of Super- 
visors tomorrow into accept- 
ing a rehashed version of the 
r o u t e— already rejected by 
the Supervisors’ Streets 
Committee and the influen- 
tial San Francisco Planning 
and Urban Renewal Associa- 
tion (SPUR). 

The new ploy, is called a 


portion of the $123 million 
freeway route through the 
heart of the city’s park 
lands. 


groups and civic organiza- 
tions opposing the Panhandle 
route into accepting the 
“compromise” plan. 

The attempts failed. But 
nonetheless backers of the 
park freeway plan to counter 
the clear-cut public rejection 
of the route by claiming that 
the “modification” takes 
“most of the sting” out of the 
cross-town freeway. 

DITCH 

Actually, The Chronicle 
learned yesterday, the hasti- 
ly conceived Planning De- 
partment alternative main- 
tains most of the controver 


‘modifified version” of one- siaI P arts of the state’s route 
—including the digging of a 
giant tunnel ditch through 


The Great Park RallV I 


the heart of Golden Gate 
Park, large scale uprooting' 
of park trees and shrubbery, 
and the permanent destruc- 
tion of 11.2 acres of park 
lands along Park Presidio 
boulevard. 

L e a d e rs of the Citizens 
Committee to Save Golden 
Gate Park, a broad-front 
group of representatives of 
26 civic and neighborhood or- 
ganizations, which is spon- 
soring this afternoon’s mas- 
sive “Save the Park” rally in 
the Polo Grounds, received , a 
letter from Planning'! Cdm- 
missioner Alvin Baum yes- 
t e r d a y . Baum said he 
thought the digging up of 
Golden Gate Park for a free- 
way tunnel— a plan vehe- 
mently opposed by the Rec- 
reation and Park Commis- 
sion e r s —would be of “net 
benefit” to the city. 

REJECTED 

The Planning Commission 
approved the change in the 
Panhandle route by a 4-1 
vote in a rush one-hour meet- 
ing before the Streets Com- 
mittee Hearing on Thursday. 
It was rejected by the com- 
mittee, 3-0. 

The commission took a re- 
jected highway department 
plan building one-way free- 
ways along Oak and Fell 

streets and modified it to 

save some more houses. 

But the planning depart- 
ment’s route — while keeping 
the most controversial parts 
of the state plan— would still 
destroy 1223 dwelling units, 
most of them moderate and 
low-cost. 


By Bill Young 

MALVINA REYNOLDS SANG HER NEW ANTI-FREEWAY SONG AT THE POLO GROUNDS RALLY 
The words of "The Cement Octopus" reflected the mood of the audience 
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A rally that was advertised 
to bring out 100,000 citizens 
protesting the Panhandle 
Parkway was a flop yester- 
day. Only a scant 5,000 citi- 
zens showed up at the Polo 
Field, according to the police 
count. 


Bands played, singers per- 
formed and signs fluttered 
anyhow in the empty reaches 
of the Polo Field, an arena 
which once held 500,000 
worshipers for the Rosary 
Crusade of Father Patrick 
Peyton. 

Left virtually unemployed 
were 50 policemen, 19 buses 
and 20 portable comfort sta- 
tions, not to mention the 
political workers who took 
the opportunity to pass out 
leaflets. 


. FIVE SPEAKERS 
The five speakers included 
David Jenkins, an official of 
the .International Longshore- 
men’s and Warehousemen’s 


— Examiner aerial photo 


AT THE HEIGHT OF THE ANTI-PARKWAY RALLY-AT 3:30 P.M. 

A citizens committee planned to lure 100,000. The police count was 5,000 


Union and one time director 
of thd California Labor 
School; John Dearman, 
NAACP attorney helping de- 
fend the sit-in defendants, 
and three staff writers for 
the San Francisco Chronicle. , 
Albert Meakin, a co-chair- 
man of the Citizen’s Com-, 
mittee to Save Golden Gate | 
Park, said the main reason 
for the small turnout was a 
series of stories in The 
Examiner which reported — 
he said “insinuated” — that 
some neighborhood organi- I 
zations on the committee are ( 
reconsidering their opposi- 
tion in the light of proposed 
changes in the parkway 
plan. 

. The speakers insisted, 
however, that no change of 
any kind will be acceptable. 

“There can be no com- 
promise,” shouted Warren 
Hinckle, the other co-chair- i 
man, a Chronicle reporter. | 
PAID THE COSTS 
His newspaper promoted I 
the rally and paid the costs | 
of both instrumental groups 
which performed, Turk 
Murphy’s traditional jazz 
band and the Vince Guaraldi 
Trio. 

When Hinckle .first an- 
nounced yesterday’s rally 
back on April 30, he predicted 
—and the Chronicle published 
— a heady estimate that the I 
turnout would approach 100,- ’ 
000 . | 
Later the Chronicle scaled 
that prediction and would 
estimate only that “tens of 
thousands” would appear but 
avoided any definite predic- 
tion. 

The crowd’s biggest ap- 
plause went to Malvina Rey- 
nolds, writer of folk s.ongs 
for a number of causes. It 
was her firt big public ap- 
pearnace since she sang for 
the civil rights demonstrators 
in the corridors of the Shera- 
ton-Palace Hotel. 

A spokeman for Municipal 
Railway said 19 extra buses 
were assigned for heavy pas- 
senger traffic which didn’t I 
occur. 1 
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N@w Greenery 


This diagram of the eastern portion of Golden 
Gate Park shows how the Panhandle would be 
extended for 7 blocks. The present Panhandle 
runs from Stanyan to Baker Streets. The new sec- 
tion of greenery, 7.7 acres in all, would extend 
from Baker to Webster Streets, with part of the 


freeway underground and new park on top. The 
solid white lines represent the surface parkway. 
The dotted lines represent the tunnelled portions. 
West of Shrader Street, tunnels would dip under 
the park and run into Park Presidio Blvd., con- 
tinuing to the Gate Bridge. This is all under al- 
ternate plan "F." 


How to Bu 


reyHEN LANDSCAPE architect Lawrence 
VV Halnrin was hired bv the Slate Division 


" Halprin was hired by the State Division 
of Highways to work on the Panhandle Free- 
way and Crosstown Tunnel studies, he looked 
around for useful background material — lit- 
erature on basic urban freeway design prin- 
ciples. 

Halprin couldn’t find much. So he drafted 
his own creative principles. Since their pro- 
posal last July, they have been approvingly 
quoted throughout the world by persons con- 
cerned with the impact of the automobile on 
urban areas. 


Following is a six-point summary of Hai- 
prin’s principles: 


X — The sinuous, curvilinear pattern of 
country freeways is on the whole inappropri- 
ate in the city. It cuts across the existing 
grid, disrupts neighborhood patterns and 
leaves odd, difficult-to-integrate pieces. Ur- 


‘Exclude Cars 
Front tlie Park 


( Continued from Page 9 } 


itself, which seems to me to be a necessity. I 
concerned more about the city- core— the ultima 
terminus of many of these cars. 


Downtown city streets have inadequate carrying 
capacity for the great volumes of cars even now 
seeking to use them. And since the core of down- 
town is concentrated and small, it can easily be 
overw'helmed and destroyed by the facilities 
needed for adequately moving and storing auto- 
mobiles. Witness Los Angeles. 


intercept the Auto 


We need to intercept the car before it reaches 
downtown. We need to move people around the 
downtown area via other devices— minibuses, ele- 
phant trains, moving sidewalks and possible other 
techniques yet to be discovered. This would alio - 
large areas of downtown to be unimpeded by trafti. 
yet easily accessible. 


Downtown then can become .that exciting a: i 
interesting place we all want it to be— available 
for shopping and theaters, sidewalk cafes, and a 
variety of enjoyment which only downtown can 
bring. But adequate means cf transportation othe r 
than on foot and by car must be provided to ac- 
complish this end. 


Not a ‘Car Park' 


I would like to make the same comment abo-h 
Golden Gate Park. This great and beautiful area 
of green and trees and culture should be devotee 
wholly, it seems to me, to those pursuits n:.i 
associated with the automobile— bicycling, walking 
•horseback riding. Here too, we desperately need : : 
exclude the car— keep it under the Park and :c. 
its fringes, in peripheral parking structures a. i 
allow people to come into the park by other mean ■ 
including slow moving elephant trains, as ir : 
pleasure gardens. 


The Park should be given back once aga. 
children and pedestrians, the picnickers r i 1 
carriages. 


What is needed immediately is a bold, t • .• . • 
state and city look at our complete trims; 
picture and all its implications. The prey : . ;1: 
solving these problems should be spec:::: a - : 
possible of immediate installation— no: s. 
visionary. In this picture I believe Lee 
find their rightful place. 
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How to Build an Urban Freeway 
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trated and small, it can easily be 
and destroyed by the facilities 
iquately moving and storing auto- 
ss Los Angeles. 


ercept the Auto 


ban freeways should follow the grid of the 
city. 


2— The wide right-of-way with variable 
median strips and planted verges and shoul- 
ders is inappropriate in cities because it 
wreaks havoc with existing structures, takes 
too much land off the tax rolls and separates 
neighborhoods by great swaths cut through 
a city’s fabric. 


3 — Urban freeways should fit into existing 
and projected land-use and topographic pat- 
terns in a city, i.e.: they should go between 
neighborhoods, not through them, or they 
should go between two different land uses 
such as industrial and residential, or utilize 
topographic changes by sliding along below 
hills where they cannot be seen. 

4 — Urban freeways should be condensed 
and concentrated, not spread out. They 
should employ urban, not rural esthetics. Ac- 
cordingly, they must use multilevel, split- 
level, depressed and elevated groupings to 


facilitate concentration of tire roadbed. As a 
by-product, connections across freeways, 
from one side to the other, become much 
easier to achieve. (The objection to elevated 
freeways is, in a large measure, due to the 
environment under them, which is usually 
ugly and unpleasant, devoted to parking lots, 
bus storage and cyclone fences.) 


5 — Urban freeways should be integrated 
with the city, not simply be corridors through 
it. They should pass through buildings, have 
shops . . . restaurants and parking garages 
integrated into their structure. 

6 — Freeways should be built as part of a 
total community development, not unilater- 
ally. They can take the lead in generating 
amenity in a city in new or rebuilt areas by 
having parks and playgrounds pass under 
them, new structures built over them. Ulti- 
mately, it is the design of the environment 
of a freeway which counts more than the 
structure itself. 
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WE NEED TO RESCUE THE PARK FROM AUTOMOBILES: WITNESS THIS WEEKEND SCENE 


ls ' Main features of the Panhandle Freeway routes 

lould be given back once again to - recommended to the State Highway Commis- 
destrians, the picnickers, and baby sion. (A) how the freeway would continue to 

Golden Gate Bridge along the route of Park 


Presidio Boulevard; (B) tunnels (dotted lines) 
under Golden Gate Park, arid (C) where the 
freeway parallels the Panhandle. Illustration 
on Pages 8 and 9 is of sections at about Seventh 


ed immediately is a bold, combined 
ook at our complete transportation 
its implications. The proposals for 
problems should be specific and 
imediate installation— not simply 
lis picture I believe freeways will 
ful place. 


“It needs to be said over and over again that none of the proposed routes goes 
THROUGH or over Golden Gate Park. This is an unequivocal statement, and 
must not be obscured by confused reporting .” 


Sxathittcr 


PEOPLE,. The -California Weekly 
Sunday, May 3, !9S4 
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Imaginative New 

MAY 18198^ 

Parkway Plan 

TTiHE City Planning Department has performed a 

signal service by developing an imaginative 
new version of the Panhandle Parkway between 
Civic Center and Golden Gate Park. 

The new proposal would: 

• Save approximately 1,000 dwelling units 
that would be lost under the routing favored by 
State engineers. 

• Extend the green Panhandle eastward for a 
minimum of three blocks and, hopefully, for seven 
blocks. This would accomplish a large portion of 
the famous Burnham Plan, which called for a Pan- 
handle running all the way from Golden Gate Park 
to Civic Center. 

• Add a net of 7.7 new acres to San Fran- 
cisco’s park system. In other words the Panhandle 
Parkway, instead of taking park land, would create 
7.7 acres of new park land. 

Planning Director James McCarthy and his 
staff developed this new version as a refinement of 
a State version that was itself imaginative. This 
was the concept of excavating the two thorough- 
fares that border the Panhandle — Oak and Fell 
Streets — building sunken, one-way freeways of 
four lanes each, then restoring Oak and Fell as 
three-lane surface streets by cantilevering them 
over the freeways. 

Under the State version, the sunken Oak and 
Fell freeways would have pinched together east of 
the Panhandle. 


Under the McCarthy version they would be 
kept apart until they enter a tunnel at Scott Street. 
All of the area between Oak and Fell would then 
be developed as an eastward extension of Pan- 
handle parkland. 

McCarthy described that as a minimum gain. 
He proposed further — and we enthusiastically 
agree — that the Panhandle park strip should be 
narrowed somewhat and continued -eastward over 
the freeway tunnel. This would add seven blocks to 
the existing Panhandle strip. 

In short, this is using a necessary freeway as 
an instrument for adding to The City’s grace and 
beauty while saving homes. The Board of Super- 
visors and State Engineers should welcome it 
gladly. 
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They Love 


By Robert Graham 

Some of them came be- 
cause their park was 
threatened or their homes 
were in danger. 

Some of them caiftf be- 


cause they were TrUe Be- 
lievers and this was- their 
Cause. 

Some of them came be- 
cause they were politicking 
and whenever you can get 
thousands of people in one 
pl#ce yon will get politicians 
whir handbills and posters. 

Some, of them caihe be- 
cause..; the jazz was hot or 
cool and free. 

Some of them came by 
accident. 

And some, because the sky 
was blue, the trees were 
green, the kids were laugh- 
ing and it was Sunday, which 
is no reason at all and the 
best of all possible reasons. 
It Is what these unusually 
blessed citizens do every 


Trombonist Turk Murphy and his famous jazz band played for the big crowd 
of determined freeway opponents.' 

-w 


The affair began in a rath- 


Sunday ^and it’s what the er subdued key for a rally. 

The ' atmosphere was , more 
folksy than militant — until 


came the re- 


park is for. 

They stretched! 'but in a 

huge semi-circle on the Polo , „ , , , , 

Grounds, facing a red-and- of fakers decided . 
white banner hanging from You dont wan , t a “™ pr °' 
the eucalyptus trees: “Save mise freeway forced down 
Our Park.” your throats.” 

_ , , . ., “No, no, no, 

For an hour before the . 

rally, they stretched out on p y ' 

[blankets and ate salami sand- T h e next speaker, a long- 
wiches and drank beer from shoreman, spoke bitterly of 
flip-top cans. betrayals . and compromises, 

An old lady sitting by her- and the crowd respon e e 
self listened to the Giants- a umcm raUymg ^s trl ^7fte- 
Mets game on a transistor Then 
radio. Two citybillies played 
their guitars and sang songs 
about the John Birch Society. 

A vivacious girl and a loose- 


jointed boy did a twist- 
Charleston to the ragtime 
band’s first set. 


THE WORDS 
And they talked. 

“The thought of a freeway 
going through the park makes 
goose-pimples ’ go up and 


the eminent, 
conservationist, the white- 
haired folksmger and schol 
arly architecture critic. 

“I tell you we shall never 
give up this thing,” said the 
critic. We shall fight it to 
the end.” 

The crowd cheered. 

Two girls in walking shorts 
and sweatshirts happened 
along midway through the 


F — 
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down my spine,” said Elea- rally and surveyed the crowd, 
nor Kennington, of 840 34th “What’s going on?" said one. 


avenue. "That’s . why I’m 
hfje.” - 

s ‘ “I live next door to the 
Mayor,” said Peggy Green- 
field, of 1250 Ellis street, one 
!«jf . a group of six sharing a 
picnic lunch. “If I have to, 
I’ll yell across the court at 
him and let him know how 1 
feel about the whole thing.” 

Art and June Aldritt, mar- 
ried schoolteachers who live 
at 1614 Fell street, gave a 
terse reason: “We live on the 
Panhandle.” 


'I didn’t know there was go- 
ing to be a sit-in today.” 

There was. There was, in- 
deed. 


ANYWHERE 

One 14-year-old boy, Lee 
Gentry, of 608A Haight 
street, said he has played in 
the park “since I was a 
child” and likes it just the 
way it is. “Name any spc ' 
you want me to find in thi, 
park and I’ll find it for you,” 
he said. 


Morton Linder, his wife Virginia and daughter 
Tarra joined the throng at the park rally 
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Policy Decison 
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Boj^Meets on 


By Mel Wax 
The Board of Super- 
visors will set San Fran- 
cisco’s policy on freeways 
today. 

It also will decide . on the 
city’s budget for the, next fis- 
cal year, whether to -accept a 
$10,840 gift for family plan- 
ning, whether to create a Hu- 
man Rights . Commission with 
power to issue subpoenas, 
and whether to reaffirm its 
endorsement last week of the 
new R-3 apartment zone reg- 
ulations. 

Freeways will hold the 
spotlight, however. 

The Board’s Streets’ Com- 
mittee will submit a unani- 
mous recommendation for re- 
jection of the Panhandle- 
Golden Gate Park route fa- 
vored by the State Division 
of Highways. 

ALTERNATE 
An alternate plan, similar 
to one the State turned down, 
has been advocated by the 
City Planning Commission. It 
would permit extending the 
Panhandle to the Central 
Freeway, but would mean 
cutting 25 feet from either 
side. 

Also, it would still include 
• the controversial route 
through Golden Gate Park 
opposed by the Recreation 
and Park Commission. The 
cut and cover tunnel under 
the main drive would involve 
removing more than 800 
trees, 145 of which would be 
lost forever. 

It also would mean the loss 
of trees 50-to-75 years old 
planted as windbreaks in 
strategic locations along the 
drive and intended to protect 
the park planting. 

In addition, \ the Planning 
Department route would re- 
quire demolition of the 
Sacred Heart Convent, one of 
the area’s landmarks, and 
wipe out 1223 living units, 
most of them in the moder- 
ate and low-cost category. 


The budget, trimmed by 
the Finance Committee, out- 
lines a $342.6-million spend- 
ing program for the year be- 
ginning July 1. It is the high- 
est in San Franciscc) history 
and will mean a tax increase 
of about 70 cents. 

There probably will be an 
attempt made to include 
$850,000 for restoring the Pal- 
ace of Fine Arts. The money 
was deleted by both the Ma- 
yor and the Finance Commit- 
tee, but the Mayor recom- 
mended the Board consider 
restoring it. 

BIRTH CONTROL 

A gift of $10,840 to set up a 
family planning program 
San Francisco Gener! 
Hospital probably will pasl 
without major opposition. Ai 
least seven members of, the’ 
Board have indicated they 
will vote for it, even though 
two members of the Finance 
Committee — Chairman Jo- 
seph Tinney and Clarissa Mc- 
Mahon— will recommend 
against it. 

R-3 apartment house zon- 
ing, changing the density 
standards for neighborhood 
apartment houses from 400 
square feet of land per unit 
to 800 square feet, will be up 
for second reading. It passd 
by a bare six votes last 
week. 

The Human Rights Comt 
mission ordinance, setting up 
a 15-man committee and A 
broad-based advisory com- 
mittee, with subpoena power, 
to mediate in civil rights dis- 
putes, will carry a do-pass 
recommendation from the 
Public Health and Welfare 
Committee. 

A proposal that the city 
buy the money-losing Ellis 
O’Farrell garage, called out 
of committee last week lb 
Supervisor Joseph Casey a 
the behest of the Down Tow$ 
Association, will be held ovei 
for a week. 


The California Highway 
Commission will hold a pub- 
lic hearing in San Francisco 
tomorrow on State Highway 
Engineer J. C. Womack’s 
plan to build an eight-lane 
freeway along the Golden 
Gate Panhandle, and under 
the park. 


The commission also will 
consider any new or pre- 
viously proposed alternatives. 

Womack’s plan was reject- 
ed by the San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors, 8 to 1 
Monday— a decision that will 
prevent the State from 
carrying out the project. 

The Highway Commission 
scheduled the public hearing 


The five-member commis- 
sion will open the meeting at 
10 a. m. in the Veterans Me- 
morial Auditorium bn Van. 
Ness avenue at MfcAllister 
street. 


late last, month, and w'ill go 
ahead with it, a spokesman 
said yesterday, because of a 
policy to hear all arguments 
on the engineer’s recommen- 
dations. 
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Gate Park 

Decision 

Postponed 

By Michael Harris 

The State's plan for the 
Panhandle freeway was 
rejected yesterday by the 
Board of Supervisors, but 
the hard question of build- 
ing _ a freeway beneath 
Golden Gate Park was left 
-in doubt. 

A final decision on the 
controversy was post- 
poned — probably u ntil 
July and possibly later.. 

Before a standing-room- 
only audience, the supervi- 
sors rejected, 8 to 1, a State 
Division of Highways pro- 
posal to build an eight-lane 
freeway on the south side of 
the park’s panhandle, under 
|the Park, and connecting 
with Park-Presidio boulevard. 

! They agreed, by the same 
vote, to study an alternate 
I proposal by the . City Plan 
ning Commission to > 
freeway lanesl^^g 
■and FeU-^tY&SSt ■ 




But Blake added he re- 
garded the alternate propos- 
al as merely “another wedge 
for the Western freeway.” 

“This is half-plan," 
Blake protested. “What 
they’re not telling us is that 
after they get this one 
through they’re going to the 
south side of Golden Gate 
Park.” 

Earlier plans involving the 
Western freeway called for 
three sets of tunn,els under 
; the Park. The first set, now 
being considered by the 
Board of Supervisors, would 
/cut through the northeastern 
portion of the Park so that 
the Panhandle freeway could 
be linked with the Golden 
Gate bridge approach. 

A second set would be built 
in the southwest area of the 
city so that the Panhandle 
freeway could be connected 
with a freeway paralleling 
19th avenue and extending 
into San. Mateo county and 
the Junipero Serra freeway. 

And finally, a freeway 
would be built directly across 
the park connecting the Wes- 
tern freeway with the Park 
Presidio route. 

Supervisor Jack Morrison, 
who moved that the Planning 1 
Commission proposal besM^ 
ied, said, it la^agi|^^H 
promisinttJMMi 


B vas a vote of dis- 
c 0 n e declared, 
re a few months 
with the same 
our hands, 
st the Park Pan- 
ay.” 

so, ne pointed out, were 
12,000 signers of petitions 
against the freeway. And so, 
it was clear, was virtually 
everyone in the audience. 
APPLAUSE 

Applause frequently inter- 
rupted Moscone’s and Super- 
visor William C. Blake’s 
arguments against the free 
way. There were moans 
whenever arguments were 
presented in its favor. 

Except for. Moscone, all 
members of the Board— both , 
the proponents of a freeway . 
beneath the Park and the 
.enemies of the idea — were 
'able to unite on the motions. 

The new Panhandle plan, 
announced last Thursday, 
called for cantileverlng Oak 
and Fell streets above the 
freeway lanes. 

It also called for narrowing j 
the Panhandle by about 75 1 
feet and, more hopefully, ex- 
tending the Panhandle at I 
least three blocks to the east I 
and possibly as' ffr as Web- 
ster street. 

HEARING 
Supervisor Blake, chair- 
man of the Streets Commit- 
tee and a long-time foe of the 
Panhandle freeway, said his 
committee would take no ac- 
tion on the planners’ ideas 
until after a public hearing. 


supervisor Roger Boas 
agreed to vote to look at the 
planners’ proposal after ex- 
acting assurances from City 
Planning Director James R. 
McCarthy that “you aren’t 
going to pull something out 
of a hat an hour before our 
meeting, if we don’t like this 
alternate.” 

Supervisor Joseph E. Tin- 
ney said he favors further 
study because “we nave an ( 
obligation to try to solve our 
traffic problems.” 

“Not one tree has ever 
been felled or one blade of 
grass ever despoiled by plan- 
ning,” said Tinney, a former 
pr e siden t of the Planning. ( 
Commission. | 

The only two supervisors 
who did not vote were Claris- 
sa McMahon, who was out of 
town, and Peter Tamara, 
who is out of the country. 


State Bungling 


Freeway Chaos- 
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Engineers 

Ignored 

Advice 

By Mel Wax 

City officials are des- 
perately trying to salvage 
something from the chaos 
created by the State 
' Division of Highways in 
choosing the one Park 
Panhandle Freeway route 
| everybody agreed was 
1 wrong. 

The “now -it -can -be - 
I told” story of incredible 
bungling by the State Di- 1 
vision of Highways leaked 
out yesterday while the 
City Planning Depart- 
ment, the Recreation and 
Park Department, and 
1 Mayor’s office were 
searching for a way out. 

In the words of one top city 
employee: “The Division of 
Highways reverted to type. It 
was almost unbelievable.” 


They recommended a cut 
and cover tunnel under the 
Main drive of Golden Gate 
Park, forcing removal of 
more man suu trees and the 
loss of 145. ’ 

City ..officials Who had 
worked so closely, with the 
State engineers; studying, the 
crosstown • Tilnriei,’ arid . Pan-’ 
handle. Parkway Alternatives . 
were, nof .-tgld.. in advance 
What the recommendation 
would be. Even State'. High- 
way Division staffers on low- 
. er levels of the heirarchy 
were %$,iu#e44iS. 

“T he= ;Stat6 Division - of 
Highways’ is like {he Army." 
one cloSe'ob^erVer reported., 
“They don’t ' consult lower’ 
ranks when- tqey make ? . a 
decision.- They don’t consult 
anybody. The brass makes 
up its mind, and ’everybody 
else is stuck.” 

To the everlastjng credit of 
San Francisco city official?, 
not one. of them ..went along 
with the State pivision of ! 
Highways recommendation. 
They recognized a gaff had : 
occurred equal in scope to the 1 
Embarcadero Freeway deci- 1 
sion; Jj 


AMITY 

For nearly two years, State 
Highway engineers worked 
in remarkable amity with the 
c i t y ’s Study Co-ordinating 
Committee, consisting of 
Planning Director James R. 
McCarthy, Director of Public 
Works Myron Tatarian, and 
General Manager James P. 
Lang of the Recreation and 
Park Department. 

They listened quietly, and 
with apparent approval, to 
the advice of Lawrence Hal- 
prin, the noted landscape ar- 
chitect, hired as a consultant 
in an ambitious attempt to 
give the engineers a little 
class. 

But when the time for deci- 
sion came the engineers con- 
sulted nobody. They picked 
the one route, others agreed, 
that made no sense.. They 
recommended slashing - 
through some 2101 dwelling i 
units along Oak street, be- ! 
tween the Central Freeway 
and Stanyan street. 


SESSION 

The . City 1 .. Planning Com 
mission’s 1 ' special Is u b-com 
mittee on freeways— consist 
iugfrsf Upmmissioners Alvin 
Baum and Jamesl Kearney, 
with,. Chairman Julia Porter 
as ;an ex-officio , (member— 
went into emergency session. 

, They agreed the State 
D i.Vi s i o n. of Highways had 
pulled another boner. But 
they Were uncertain what, if 
anything, .they could do to 
pull the fat from the fire. - 

Halprin was ‘depressed. He 
had been enthused about his 
“F” .‘alternative through the' 
— anything would be. 

But the Mayor, a political 
realist, knew this route, de- 
stroying so many homes and 
so much of San Francisco’s 
treasured park, had little 
more chance of approval 
than .the State’s inept choice. 
He said he would not endorse 
i t unless he was certain 
there were six votes for it on 
the 11-man Board of Superv- 
isors. 

ENDORSEMENT 
The Planning Commission 
met early May 14, the day.qf 


ut decision for the Streets CoffiT- 
ie rnittee. An hour, bhfore the 
te public hearing, McCarthy un- 
of veiled his plan. Baum en- 
dorsed it. Kearney did not. 

1 The Planning Commission, 
anxious to take a positive 
“ stand and frightened by State 
“ threats to withdraw $260 mil- 
e lion in Federal aid from San 
' Francisco’s f r e e w a_y. pro- 
's.’ gram, capitulated. By : a 5 to 
1 vote it endorsed the jerry- 
n built route. 

The Streets Committee, of 
' course, rejected the State 
' Division of Highways propos- 
al. So did the full Board of 
f Supervisors. 

Both held the door open a 

■ I crack/ for the . City Planning 

r. Commission’s route. They 
f said they would study it. 

t WAY 

s. MeanWhile, Recreation and 
Park Manager Lang figured 
out another , way to sugar- 

■ coat the candy so his Recrea- 
tion and Park Commission, 
on record against the State 
plan, could swallow it 

He conferred with the 
Mayor’s office yesterday on 
a routing along Fulton street, 
north of Golden Gate Park, J 
instead of the cut-and-covej* ■ , 
Pannanqje, calling lor uue-i . 
way. routes below grade oni J 
Fell and Oak streets, with 1 
two lanes of surface traffic' , 
cantilevered over -them. 

• besign . ; 

It was a new concept iq 
freeway , design, but it meant 
taking 80 feet from- the Pan- 
handle, leading it little more 
than a median strip separat- 
ing two four-lane roads, it 
-meant the loss of untold Pan- 
handle tree?. And, even 
though it took fewer homes 
thah the . State’s choice;,, it 
meant 1118 families would 
have to find new housing. 

Two days before the Super- 
visors’ Streets Committee 
was scheduled to hold a pub- 
lic hearing on the State’s re- 
commendation, Planning Di- 
rector McCarthy Called on 
Mayor John F. Shelley. 

' M cCarthy explained the 
predicament. And he offered 
a slight modification of the 
“F” route favored by Hal- 
prin. He extended the Pan- 
handle for three more blocks,, 
between Baker and Scott' I 
streets, befbre the freeway f 
plunges into a cut-and-cover I 
tunnel that would carry it to I 
-the Central Freeway. 


WALLS 

5 Instead of taking 80 feet 

from the park, he suggested 

‘ building 20-foot-high retain- 
ing walls, and removing only 
« 50 feet. 

| Instead of emerging from ■ 
1 Golden Gate Park in a | 
'-broad, sweeping turnoff, 

1 chewing up acres of land so 
cars could go 60-miles-an- 
hour, he proposed a sharper, 
50-mil e-an-hour curve that 
consumed hajf as much land. 

Shelley agreed it was bet-* 
'ter than the State’s proposal' 
tunnel under Mam drive. 

The State had suggested a 
similar route, but it would 
have bulldozed scores of 
homes bordering Fulton. 
Lang proposed instead dig- 
ging some 40 feet into the 
north edge of Golden Gate 
Park, an undeveloped area 
with relatively few trees, and 
then cantilevering the park 
back over the freeway. 

SHELLEY 

. Shelley, caught between 
pressure to exert leadership, 
a recognition that the State 
Division of Highway? goofed 
again, and a knowledge that 
the route does not have six 
votes— no matter how much 
tinkering is done— is still 
trying to play it cool. 

Which is like driving a one- 
horse-shay the wrong way 
against rush hour traffic on 
the Bayshore. M 







You are looking north on Funston Avenue, between Balboa and Fultor 
Streets. None of these homes would be destroyed under modified plan "F.' 


Panhandle Plan 


Urged by Labor 


By RAY CHRISTIANSEN 
The Panhandle Parkway 
project goes before the Board 
of Supervisors tomorrow with' 
the indorsement of San Fran- 
cisco’s AFL-CIO and Team- 
stei- unions. 

The San Francisco Labor 
Council urged the board to 
adopt the compromise route' 
recommended by the City 
Planning Commission. 

The council’s resolution 
pointed out that “an ever- 
i increasing number of auto- 
mobiles using Golden Gate 
[ Park threatens to destroy its 
recreational value to the citi- 
| zeds of San Francisco.” 

It also noted that “there is 
no quick route for auto traffic i 
either to the Richmond and 
Sunset Districts or to the Gold- 
en Gate Bridge,” and that 
such d route is sorely needed... 

ROUTE NEEDED 
The resolution also stated 
that “construction of an un- 
derground Par k-Panhandle 
Freeway as recommended by 
the City Planning Commis- 
sion would preserve both the 
Panhandle and Golden Gate 
i Park, and provide a speedy 
and needed route for traffic.” 


The resolution was pre- 
sented by Claude H. Jinker- 
son, president of the council 
and secretary of the Grocery 
Clerks Union; Joseph Be- 
lardi, council vice president 
and executive secretary of 
the Culinary Workers Joint 
Board; and John F. Crowley, 
assistant council secreatry. 

The council’s Friday night 
action came after the Pan- 
handle Parkway had been in- 
dorsed by both the AFL-CIO 
Building Trades Council and 
the executive board of the 
Bay . Area Council of Team- 
sters. 

More man 50 labor officials 
and union members attended 
the supervisors’ streets com- 
mittee last week to back the 
Panhandle Parkway. 


LABOR DELEGATIONS 
They included Daniel F. 
Del Carlo, Harry Bigarani, 
Dale Marr, Charles Robin- 
son, John Hogg, George Ellis, 
Terry O’Sullivan, Roy Beatty 
and Ralph Mitchell. 

The Operating Engineers’ 
i big (27,000-member) Local 3, 
headed by A1 Clem, sent a 
; delebation of 20 officers and 
\ members to the hearing. 
“This is a complete rea- 
sonable solution to a tough 
traffic problem,” Clem said. 


“There is no doubt that we 
will be deprived of State and 
Federal highway funds if we 
take an unreasonable stand 
on this matter.” 

Dan Del Carlo, secretary 
of the San Francisco Building 
Trades Council, urged unem- 
ployed and off-shift workers 
to attend the 2 p. m. meeting 
of the Board of Supervisors 
in the City Hall tomorrow. 

MEANS JOBS 

“The Parkway means jobs 
for San Francisco,” D e 1 
Carlo said. “We don’t want 
to lose them. Let the Board 
of Supervisors know how you 
stand on this issue.” 

Teamster leaders who have 
urged approval of the Pan- 
handle Parkway include Jo- 
seph J. Divinv and EinarjO. 
M o h n , international vice 
presidents; and Steve Gilli- 
gan, secretary of the Bay 
Area Joint Council of Team- 
sters. 

One of the first to recog- | 
nize _the danger in further 
stalling on freeway decisions ! 
was Bryan P. Deavers, pres- 
ident of the California State 
Building Trades Council. He 
urged Bay area affiliates tb 
make their position clear to 


City officials. 
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This view is looking east on Page Street from Scott Street. These homes 
would betaken out under recommended plan E-l, but would be saved under 
the modified plan "F" as suggested by the City Planning Commission. 


Trouble in Paradis 


A S READERS KNOW, The Exami: 
nists don’t always agree wit 


editorial policy. Or should we have ; 
other way around? Anyhow — 

Across the way today, columr 
Crocker levels his guns on The City 
Human Rights Commission. And wh 
posed the commission? Uh-huh. Thi 
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This map shows some of the details of the new 
Golden Gate Park Panhandle Parkway plan. 


The shaded areas at right (between Laguna 
and Baker Streets) would be new park areas 


created under the proposed modified plan. A 
total of 983 homes (at left) fronting on Oak 


Street would be saved. Th 
neled sections on both encs 


$. F. EXAMINER 


A Look at the New Panhandle Plan 



















Parkway— Facts and Fiction 


Here is some of the fiction 
and fact about two proposals 
— the Panhandle Parkway 
and the Pacific Heights Tun- 
nel— which the supervisors’ 
Streets Committee will con- 
sider at 2 p.m. Thursday at 
City Hall: 

„ THE FICTION: The three- 
mile parkway between Golden 
Gate Bridge and Civic Center 
“will ruin Golden Gate 
Park.” 

THE FACT: The Parkway 
project will permanently re- 
move two-tenths of an acre 
of park prop* 


Trouble in Paradisl 

A S READERS KNOW, The' Examin 
nists don’t always agree with 
editorial policy. Or should we have put that the 
other way around? Anyhow — 

Across the way today, columnist Qeorge 
Crocker levels his guns on The City’s proposed 
Human Rights Commission. And who first pro- 
posed the commission? Uh-huh. The Examiner. 
We’ve studied the pending bill to create the com- 
mission and, while we think it can be further 
improved, we cannot confirm the evils Mr. Crocker 
finds. His “army of mercenaries,” for example, 
turns out to be four people. The section he decries 
on “Unfair Neighborhood Practices” is simply an 1 
effort to stop the vicious practice of “blockbust- ; 
ing.” And so on. J/|AV 10 1954 

On this page Kenneth Rexroth jabs a tender 
nerve by opposing the Panhandle Parkway. His 
privilege. But we wish he wouldn’t repeat that old 
chestnut about San Francisco freeways being built 
for the benefit of suburbanites, meaning, com- 
muters. Every competent_survey ever made shows 
San Franciscans, not commuters, are the chief 
users of The City’s freeways. S. F. EXAMINER 
Some days we despair of ever laying that 
canard, as we despair of convincing our columnists 
of our infallibility. 


the Panhandle and an un- 
specified number of Monte- 
rey pine and cypress at Ful- 
ton Street and Park-Presidio 
Boulevard. It will draw 70,- 
000 cars a day off park and 
surrounding streets and in- 
crease the freedom and safety 
of pedestrian activity within 
the park. 

THE FICTION: Construc- 
tion of the tunnel beneath the 
park will destroy its useful- 
ness for 4 to 7 years. 

THE FACT: If the route is 
approved, no construction will 


tailed plans are drafted. Ac- 
tual construction will take 
years and may be staged to 
confine it to 1,000-foot strips. 

THE FICTION: The park- 
way will serve mostly com- 
muters from other counties. 

THE FACT: it is estimated 
that by 1985 the parkway will 
carry 170,000 vehicle trips 
daily at the heaviest seg- 
ment, with 130,000 of these be- 
ginning and ending in San 
Francisco. An estimated 60,- 
060 Sunset District residents 
would be expected to use the 
kway if it was in opera- 


tion tomorrow. 

THE FICTION: San Fran- 
cisco doesn’t need any more 
freeways. 

THE FACT: A recent 
Chamber of Commerce Sur- 
vey showed 469 businesses 
listed easy access to freeway 
as first, second and third im- 
portance in determining loca- 
tion. Some 257 firms reported 
they left San Francisco pri- 
marily because of traffic con- 
gestion. 

Unless San Francisco com- 
pletes its Federal highway 
system by linking Golden 


Golden Gate Bridge with 
existing freeway at Ciyic 
Center it will forfeit $250,- 
000,000 in State and Federal 
highway allotments. The 
money is badly needed else- 
where in the State. 

State and Federal officials 
have further declared that 
without a completed freeway 
network they cannot justify 
additional Marin and East 
Bay crossings to San Frr.n- 
cisco. Close to $1 billion in 
construction planned in the 
next decade would be can- 
celed. 


fact 
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Panhandle 

The Panhandle Parkwa y 
project was wholeheartedly 
indorsed yesterday by the 
San Francisco Building and 
Construction Trades Council. 

Daniel F. Del Carlo, coun- 
cil secretary, said delegates 
considered the parkway the 
only practical link between 
the existing Central Freeway 
and the Golden Gate Bridge. 

‘We really have no other 
choice,” Del Carlo said. 

“We have come to the end 
of the line. Either we accept 
the Panhandle Parkway or 
:say goodbye to highway im- 
’provemeuts in San Francis- 
co.” 

, Del Carlo explained that if 
| The City does not go ahead 
Ion this “reasonable route,” 
the Federal and State govern- 
ments will “give up and re- 
fuse to spend any more money 
in San Francisco— for either 
highways or bridges.” 

“If San Francisco doesn’t 
Dei Carlo reported that a 
number of delegates empha- 
sized that the construction 
work would provide jobs for 
several years to come— with 
the federal government pro- 
viding about 90 percent of the 
funds. o- ‘ 

The 3 mile Panhandle 
Parkway route would run 
go ahead with the interstate 
freeway connections between 
the Golden Gate Bridge and 
the Bay Bridge, no State 
agency, will ever build those 
other bridges we keep talking 
about.” Del Carlo said. 

“And this could mean the 
loss of $1 billion in tunnel, 
highway, freeway and bridge 
construction work for San 
Francisco contractors and 
their employes^ 
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I Reports 

By RUSS CONE 
False and inflammatory re- 
ports about the proposed 
Panhandle Parkway are 
stirring a sort of panic in the 
Haight-Ashbury and inner 
Richmond Districts. 

Thousands, of residents .are 
being stampeded into signing 
petitions against the parkway 
under the guise of “Save 
Golden Gate Park.” 

More than 500 others al- 
ready have been persuaded to 
write the Board of Supervisors 
in protest. 

ELECTION TIDE 
Candidates for public office, 
anxious to ride the tide to 
election victory June 2, are 
blasting the $123,000,000 proj- 
ect as “an ugly, sprawling] 
freeway” which will desecrate 
the park panhandle. 

II Neighborhood publications, 
scores of well meaning and 
zealous citizens have been 
caught up in anti-freeway 
, fervor designed to bring mas- 
I sive pressure on the super 


way at meetings they are der 
rided, sometimes booed. 

Supervisors who have stud 
ied the parkway plan and 
privately testify to its merits 
are being muzzled under the 
, growing protest. 


visors to reject the parkway, 
as they rejected six major 
freeway routes under similar) 
pressure five years ago. 

When highway experts try 
t^.exnlain details pfJhfijiajJr;, 
Rallying under the name of 
Citizens’ Committee To Save 
GiAden Gate Park, anti-park- 
way forces plan to pack the 
supervisors’ Streets Commit- 
tee hearing on the proposal 
at 2 p. m. Thursday. 

It will attempt to bring out 
100,000 persons to the park 
polo grounds on Sunday, May 
17, hopeful this will bury Iffy 
lingering doubts about the 
trend of public sentiment be- 
fore the entire Board of Su- 
pervisors convenes May 18 to 
act on the Streets Committee 
recommendation. 

Clearly, the expectation is 
that Streets Committee will 
disapprove the parkway. 

SUBSTITUTE 
Streets Chairman William 
C. Blake, author of the Pacific 
Heights tunnel freeway, may 
be able to bring it to the board 
as a substitute. 

The tunnel, costing $285.4 
million to $521.6 million, 
would serve 50,000 fewer 
San Francisco motorists 
daily than the parkway. 

Typical of the misleading 
claims against the parkway 
are these: 

“The express purpose of 
the State’s Panhandle Park- 
way plan is to get people 
from Marin County to San 
Francisco. . . . 

‘The freeway would rift a 


scar — 50 feet deep and twice 
as wide as the present park 
Main Drive — through the 
heart of the park, destroying 
hundreds of trees and endan- 
gering hundreds more.” 

This kind of false informa- 
tion, being widely distrib- 
uted, appalls Assistant Dis- 
trict Highway Engineer Clif- 
ford Greene. 

He points to studies which 
find the parkway will serve 
130,000 trips a day by San 
Francisco motorists, com- 
pared with 41,000 by com- 
muters. 

He notes only 16 existing 
trees would be lost in the 
panhandle. Some Monterey 
Pines and Cypress would be 
sacrificed at Fulton St. and 
Park-Presidio Blvd. Surface 
will be restored as soon as 
the tunnel is built. 

Some 50 per cent of traffic 
now carried on east-west 
streets between Haigh and 
California Sts. would be ab- 
sorbed into the parkway 
easing neighborhood traffic 
and increasing street safety. 

Traffic accidents in the 
corridor of streets around 
the panhandle could be re- 
duced by 500 a year. And by 
the standard -method of 
measuring such things, the 
parkway could save at least 
one human life a year. ' 

“These,” Greene noted, 
are the facts.” 


I 


‘•The ' Building Trades 
Council believes that San 
Francisco cannot stall any 
longer — it must accept the 
Panhandle Parkway and 
start construction as soon as 
possible. ” 

down Park-Presidio Blvd., 
tunnel beneath Golden Gate 
Park and skirt the south side 
of Oak Street to a connection 
with existing freeway at Civ- 
ic Center. 

State engineers have rec- 
ommended this route to the 
State Highway Commission. 
But before the commission 
deliberates on it May 21, the 
supervisors Streets Commit- 
tee is expected to decide 
whether it approves. 


Streets Chairman William 

C. Blake favors an alternate 
Pacific Heights tunnel route 
which costs twice as much 
and would provide only half 
the traffic service to San 
Franciscans. 

San Francisco Labor Coun- 
cil Secretary George Johns 
last night told council dele- 
gates some people feel The 
City is “in danger of losing 
State and Federal monies for 
bridge and freeway construc- 
tion.” 

Johns took no stand. At his 
recommendation the council 
voted to hear a representative 
of the State Highway Commis- 
sion explain the situation at 
the councel’s meeting next 
Friday night. 


! Panhandle 

MW 7 - 1964 

Freeway 

S. F. EXAMINER 

Display 

Maps, sketches and other 
exhibits showjng the route of 
the proposed Panhandle-Park 
Presidio Freeway will be on 
display at Andrew Jackson 
Elementary School,. 2049 
Grove St., between Clayton 
and Cole, from 2 p. m. to 9 
p. m. next Tuesday. 

State Highway District En- 
gineer J. P. Sinclair said the 
display will include illustra- 
tions of the landscaping and 
architectural treatment sug- 
gested by Lawrence Halprin, 
the landscape architect re- 
tained as a consultant by the 
State Highway Division. 

Sinclair said material on 
the Crosstown Tunnel pro- 
posed as an alternate also 
will be on display. 

Highway engineers will an- 
swer questions about costs, 
construction problems and 
details on alternates studied. 

A public hearing on the 
various proposals will be 
held before the State High- 
way 1 Commission at 10 a. m., 
May 21, in the Veterans Audi- 
torium at Van NesS Ave. and 
McAllister St. 
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On Freeway Hassel 


MAY a 0 1964 


By Michael Harris 
.The city is a little closer 
to, “the moment of truth” 
or* the freeway problem as 
^.result of the Supervisors’ 
decision to reject the 
ite’s Panhandle \Free- 


way plan, Mayor John 
Shelley said yesterday. 

But what the truth will 
— whether, for example 
will still involve a tunnel 
neath Golden Gate Park 
the hard question for 


F. 


be 
it 
be- 
— is 
the 


de- 


Board of Supervisors to 
cide. 

'The modification pro- 
posed by the City Planning 
Commission is the best that 
has been offered to date — ; 
but I don’t say it is the final 
plan,” Shelley said. 

^ DISSENT 

\ The planners’ proposal, 
I which would retain the State 
\ Division of Highways’ con- 
I troversial route under the 
I park, would not .result in a . 
\freeway that would get uni- 

■ versal support, Shelley ae- 

■ knowledged. 

■ “But you’ll never have a t 
freeway plan acceptable to 
everyone,” he said. “Even 
people who say we need free- 
ways say, ‘But don’t put one 
near my house or in my 
neighborhood.’ ”■ 

The Mayor said he is con- 
vinced the city needs a cross- 
town freeway route to han- 
dle its traffic load — and, he 
added, he does not believe 
the Supervisors were, serious 
jwhen they approved the tun- 
nel last September. 

The tunnel, suggested by 
Supervisor William C. Blake, 
was “part of a famous illegit- 
imate nuptial arangement 
in the middle of a heated po- 
litical campaign,” Shelley 
declared. 

PLAN 

His plan, according to 
Blake, would carry the traf- 
f i c without harming any 
neighborhoods. 

Blake and City Planning 
pireetor James R. McCarthy 
will appear tomorrow before 
the State Highway Commis- 
sion to explain the city’s re- 
jection of the State Panhan- 
dle plan. 

“This problem can be 
solved,” Shelley insisted. 
‘It’s up to the Supervisors to 
look at the, facts and put 
emotion on the shelf.” 


ADVICE 

The Mayor hopefully of- 
fered a brief prescription on 
Jiow to separate emotion and ■ 
“T+ tnlrps nnuraPP and 


facts: “It takes courage and 
fcatmness. You may be shak- 
ing on the inside, but it 
doesn’t show on the outside.” 
j In addition to tynneling be- 
neath the northeastern part 
>>f the park, the City Plan- 
ning Department’s proposed 
"reeway would extend north 
along Park Presidio boule- 
vard to the Golden , Gate 
Bridge. There would be a 
traffic interchange at the 
western edge of the park. 

The plan’s major advan- 
tage, Shelley said, is that the 
‘freeway would run beneath 
Oak and Fell streets, sparing 
nearly 1000 buildings the 
, State had been prepared to 
destroy. 

The Panhandle would be 
narrowed by about 75 feet, 
and it would no longer be as 
. accessible as it is today. On 
1 •the other hand, Shelley said, 
it would be extended east for 
at least. three blocks toward 
.the Civic Center. 


LETTERS TO THE 


Pierre and China 

Editor — In a recent speech, 
Pierre Salinger said he would not 


admit China into a Pacific Com-., 


mon Market bedause that country 
"has a most virL lent -hatred of the 
United States." Does Mr. Salinger 
think that polit cal and economic 
exclusion of Ch na by the United 
States will make it go away, or 
weaken its infk ence in Asia and 
other parts of ti e world? 

Governor . Brc wn is more real- 
istic, and speak: not only for Cali- 
fornia's benefit vben he urges the 
inclusion of tiria into Pacific 
trade agreemen p. As trade con- 
tacts are established with the 
West, China's isolation will lessen, 
and so, hopefully, would her 
danger to world peace. 

// MURIEL S. SHORT. 
/Larkspur. ^1964 

Freeways, Pro and Con 

Editor — Here's another native- 
born San Franciscan who wants to 
see S.. F. advance with the . times 
and votes YES on the sensible 
"Panhandle Parkway" plan. 

ED ARNOLD. 

BuHin9ame 


with those of San Francisco in 
making the necessary modifica- 
tions in the law. 

NATHAN GLAZER. 

Berkeley. 

\/ • • • 

■ //Editor — Are you being com- 
pletely fair and objective aboul 
freeways? 

The inflammatory cartoon in 
The Sunday Chronicle is not likely 
to clarify the issues. It falsely 
implies that freeways are aboul 
to gobble up most of our great 
park and replace it with concrete. 
You know this is not so. Why nol 
an accurate and unemotiona 
assessment of the problem? Yoi 
have the Division of Highways' 
tentative plans. Why not analyze 
these for your readers, step b^ 
step . . . 

It is unreasonable to bloc! 
every freeway plan. Your neigh 
bors in Marin and on the Penin 
sula have some rights 
not only drive 
Francjs 


■ Edtior— In the argument over 
the , freeways proposed through 
Golden Gate Park and through the 
northern .redwoods, one important 
possibility for a decent solution 
has been ignored. 

The reason why freeways going 
through urban areas or areas of 
great natural beauty do such 
damage is that they ate designed 
for traffic at very high speeds, and 
consequently require wide lanes, 
wide shoulders, wide central 
strips, alignments without sharp 
curves. These requirements for 
design are built into the Federal 
law which provides 90 per cent of 
the cost of such freeways if they 
do conform to the standards that 
make possible high speeds. 

But why is it necessary to go 
through a city, a city park, or a 
few miles of unique countryside 
at 70 miles an hour, if the road 
that permits it will do such -great 
damage? Why cannot certain 
limited portions of the interstate 
highway system be designated for 
much lower speeds — 40 mVles an 
hour or less? 

Drivers could be alerted that 
they are approaching a section of 
the system which has been desig- 
nated as being of such great 
scenic or historic or sentimental 
interest that they will have to> pro- 
ceed at a much lower speed . 

I am sure the Congressional 
representatives of New York city 
and other cities which have been 
torn between the cruel dilemma 
of giving up Federal highway sup- 
port or seeing large sections of 
their cities destroyed would join 



attitud' 
needed . . . 
W. A.' CONROY, M.D. 
San Rafael. 


Xf • • • 

/ Editor — Since you are only an: 
on various freeways, why not fin 
one to be pro on? 

I would suggest the Geary Free 
way . . . HARRY OLUND. 
San Francisco. 
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with those of San Francisco in 
making the necessary modifica- 
tions in the law. 

NATHAN GLAZER. 

Berkeley. 

• • • 

Editor — Are you being com- 
pletely fair and objective about 
freeways? 

The inflammatory cartoon in 
The Sunday Chronicle is not likely 
to clarify the issues. It falsely 
implies that freeways are about 
to gobble up most of our great 
park and replace it with concrete. 
You. know this is not so. Why not 
an accurate and unemotional 
assessment of the problem? You 
have the Division of Highways' 
tentative plans. Why not analyze 
these for your readers, step by 
step . . 

It is unreasonable to block 
every freeway plan. Your neigh- 
bors in Marin and on the Penin- 
sula have some rights too. 

not only drive in 
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You 

little irk^^^^H^^n^atfitude 
that no fiWfl^isneeded . . . 

W. A. CONROY, M.D. 
San Rafael. 

Editor — Since you are only anti 
on various freeways, why not find 
one to be pro on? 

I would suggest the Geary Free- 
way ... HARRY OLUND. 

San Francisco. 



Blake Says 1 No ' 

*. F. CHRDN1CLR 


The State Gets 
The Word on 
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Park Freeway 









By Michael Harris 

San Francisco’s officialdom spoke with two 
voices yesterday at a State freeway hearing — one in 
flat opposition to any Panhandle freeway and the 
other in favor of a modified version of the State’s 
i, route. 

L The most vigorous comments came from Super- 

J ,Hc or William C. Blake, , , „ -. 

, yesterday, Recreation and 
) predicted the contro- p ark Department officials 
sial Panhandle free- have come up with a new 
1 would nevpr be built. I proposal to move the pro- 
The people do not want a , posed freeway from its ‘rout- 
way in, around, over or 1 ing beneath Main Drive. In- 
near Golden Gate Park,” i stead the freeway would be 
Blake told the State Highway built inside the northern edge 
Commission at a day-long \ of the park, adjacent to Ful- 
public hearing in the Yeter- ! fon street, 
ans Memorial Building. “That is a very rough area 

“DAMAGE” 1 of the park,” said Dr. Fran-’ 

“Y our Commission has cis J. Herz, president of the 
done all the damage it is i Recreation and Park Corn- 
going to in San Francisco.” 'mission. 

The proposed Panhandle i, After an underground free-' 
plan, Blake continued, is in- (way is built there, he said' 
tended by the State to serve | hopefully, the area could be:' 
as a link in the Western 1 replanted and perhaps im- 
Freeway — the route through proved over its present con- : 
the Sunset District that dition. 
sparked the 1959 Supervisors’ Dr. Herz said’ he objected 
freeway revolt. vigorously to cut-and-fill con- 

- “We are studying the ex- struction of a freeway be- 
tension of the Junipero Serra n e a t h Main Drive and 
Freeway north of the San through the park’s redwood 
, Mateo county line as part of grove near Fulton street and 
I the Interstate System,” Rob- Park Presidio boulevard, 
ert Bradford, chairman of: “The roads gre laid out 
the State Highway Commis- and trees planted in such a 
sion, replied. 


Would willingly study the 
plan of building a freeway 
beneath the park along its 
nortjierji boundary . 

“We didn't -have any idea 
in the world we would be al- 
lowed to ■ encroach on the 
park along Fulton street,” 
Womack observed. 

The Commission heard 
City Planning Director 
James R. McCarthy explain 
his reasons , for preferring a 
cantilever plan for the free- 
way in the Panhandle itself. 
This proposal would spare 
several hundred homes the 
State was prepared to de- 
auuy souin of Oak street. 


Panhandle proposal. 

“We will look at any ideas, 
but they might turn out to be 
rejected again,” Blake said. 

. “The crosstown tunnel 
(going beneath Pacific 
Heights to provide a connec- 
tion from the Central Free- 
way at the Civic Center to 
the Golden Gate Bridge) is 
approved as the official poli- 
.c'y of San Francisco.” 

Blake presented the 'Com- 
mission with petitioris signed 
by 20,000 men and women in 
opposition to the Panhandle 
route. He was applauded fre- 
quently by the majority of 
the audience, which num- 


McCarthy said the city’s'-jbered nearly 200, during his 
planners had come up with (appearance, 
several refinements since . When the hearing closed, 
suggesting the idea last (shortly after 7:30 p. m., Brad- 
Thursday. It would be rea- jford said the commission 
sonable, he suggested, to de- j would study all testimony be- 
sign the freeway ior a top Tore making a recommenda- 
speed .of only 50 miles an jtion; The Commission is ex- 
hour (instead of 65) so that Ipected to announce its deci- 
sharper curves would be pos- sion in 30 to 60 days, 
sible. This, he said, would ' Citizens who want to write 


“But we haven’t seen any 
of the plans yet, and we 
aren’t ready to discuss 
them.” 

MODIFICATION 
The second approach— to 
meet the State part way by 
agreeing to the Panhandle 
route in principle while seek- 
ing ways of making it more 
acceptable— w a s made by 
city planning and park offi- 
cials. 


manner as to control the. 
"winds In the park,” Dr. Herz 
said. 


With tall trees replaced by 
the smaller growth that 
could be planted over a tun- 
nel, this plan would be seri- 
ously disturbed, he added. 

“We’re very fearful,” Dr. 
Herz emphasized, “that the 
plan might create a wind 
tunnel. AS you know, we are 
already faced with this prob- 
lem at Candlestick Park.” 

. _. . , . State Highway Engineer 

As The Chronicle reported, Jasper c Womack said he 


save some houses from de- 
struction ht the interchange 
planned for Park Presidio 
boulevard and Fulton street. 

“J u s t as express trains 
slow down when they ap- 
proach a terminal or as jets 
reduce speed near an air- 
port, it seems reasonable to, 
reduce the basic design 
speed of a freeway inside 
San Francisco,” McCarthy' 
said. m 

He also suggested that 
steeper retaining walls would 
make it possible to take only 
25 feet from the Panhahdle 
because of freeway construc- 
tion— instead of the 80 or 
more feet being considered 
by State engineers. 

Landscape architect Law- 
re n c e Halprin, the State 
Divisioniof Highways’ consult- 
ant, sand he favored , the 
Panhandle route. 

“Many citizens of San 
Francisco are rightly con- 
cerned about any destruction! 
of Golden Gate Park),” Hal- 
prin said. “I say tp them that 
of the vast number of trees 
in the park only 145 cannot 
be saved (by this plan). In 
return, the freeway, when’ 
finished, will siphon off muqh 
undesirable traffic from thfe 
park. 

“It seems to me the best of 
both worlds.” 

Blake assured the com- 
mission that the Supervisors’ 
Streets Committee, which he 
heads, would give a full and 
fair hearing to the modified 


comments, to the Commission 
should mail them within two 
weeks to the State Depart- 
ment of Highways, Division 
IV, 150 Oak street, San Fran- 
cisco 2, Bradford said) 



C. of C. for 


Panhandle 


Parkway 


S. F, EXAMINER 


Campaign 


Planned 


By RUSS CONE 
Directors of the San 
Francisco Chamber of 
Commerce have voted 
unanimously to support 
the Panhandle Parkway 
route as a means of tieing 
together loose ends of The 
City’s freeway system. 

The chamber thus joins 
with the San Francisco Build- 
ing Trades Council, the con- 
struction unions, to form the 
first vocal nucleus of support 
for the $123 million project. 

The Examiner also learned 
yesterday that chamber di- 
rectors went an extraordinary 
step beyond their customary 
indorsement. 

At the suggestion of Oscar 
Fisher, chairman of the 
chamber’s street, highway 
and bridge section, directors 
agreed to mount an “aggres- 
sive” campaign to win Board 
of Supervisors’ approval of 
the parkway. 

Fisher urged this course, 
mindful that forces are trying 
to stir up massive public op- 
position with false claims that 
the parkway would ruin Gold- 
en Gate Park. 

The parkway, he pointed 
out, would be entirely in tun- 
nel its .9 mile course beneath 
Golden Gate Park. It would 
remove much of the existing 
auto traffic on park roads. 

Actual construction within 
the park would take two 
years, not 4 to 7 years, as 
critics have been telling peo- 
ple in a heedless attempt to 
enlist opponents: 

State Highway Engineer 
J. 0. womacK has recom- 
mended the 3 mile Panhandle 
Parkway after 18 months’ 
study and public hearings in- 
volving both the panhandle 
arid the Pacific Heights Tun- 
nel, proposed by Supervisor 
William C. Blake. 
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Blake’s Streets Committee 
meets at 2 p. m. Thursday in 
the supervisors’ chambers at 
City Hall to recommend 
which route The City should 
approve. 

CAMPAIGN CALL 
Chamber President Wil- 
liam J. Bird called upon 
members to wage a “fight- 
ing” campaign before the su- 
pervisors. He declared the 
parkway would cause “the 
least possible disruption to 
citizens, buildings, trees and 
parks.” 

He stressed it would serve 
50,000 more San Francisco 
trips daily than the Pacific 
Heights route. 

But Fisher said his study 
committee was concerned far 
beyond the arithmetical fac- 
tors, which favor the park- 
,way. 

Failure to close the free- 
way gay between Golden 
. Gate Bridge and the existing 
network at Civic Center, 
Fisher said, poses a direct 
threat to the San Francisco 
economy. 

“This has meaning to every 
one who makes his wages or 
pays taxes in' San Francisco,” 
Fisher said. 

He noted The City is al- 
ready five years behind in 
the struggle to prevent traf- 
fic strangulation. 

He said if it fails to ap- 
prove this link in the basic 
traffic circulation system, 
San Francisco may forfeit 
not only the $250,000,000 in 
State and Federal road funds 
available to it, but The City 
may sacrifice its justification 
for future bay crossings. 

If choked badly, Fisher 
said it is not inconceivable 
that major businesses, with 
their payrolls and their con- 
tributions to San Francisco’s 
tax base, would move out. He 
rioted many have already 
moved, listing traffic prob 
lems as a major reason. 

The economic health of 
downtown San Francisco, 
where more than 300,000 are 
employed daily, Fisher noted, 
has a direct bearing on the 
1 economic well being of 
I neighborhoods. 


Shelley Silent 
On Freeway 


Mayor John F. Shelley 
said yesterday that he is 
taking no sides in The 
City’s freeway controversy 
until after the State High- 
way Commission holds its 
public hearings May 21. 
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Parkway 
Wins New 

S. F. EXAMINER 

Backing 

‘Needed f or 
Prosperity 


By RUSS CONE 


The $123 million Pan 
handle Parkway plan was 
indorsed yesterday by the 
influential Retail Dry 
Goods Association, com- 
posed' of 12 leading down- 
town San Francisco de- 
partment stores. 


Pagel4H$.20;xamittn- Monday, M. y n, i9M *5C2H* 





Fact vs. F 


Here Is some of the fic- 
tion and fact about the 
Panhandle Parkway which 
the supervisors’ Streets 
Committee will consider 
at 2 p. m. Thursday at 
City Hall: 


cy.svnvrD . 

tAnlvii iltfl < 

will destroy its usefulness 
for 4 to 7 years. 


THE FICTION: Con- 
struction of the tunnel be- 
neath Golden Gate Park 


THE FACTS: Actual 
construction activity with- 
in the park will extend 
over a period of two 
years. It will be restrict- 
ed to the alignment be- 
tween Stanyan Street and 
Park -Presidio Boulevard 
at Fulton St., largely. in- 
volving the Main Drive. 


Most of the tunnel will be 
built directly beneath the 
Main Drive. 


THE FICTION: Hun- 
dreds of park trees will 
be sacrificed in the course 
of tunnel construction. 


THE FACT: Several 
score trees of common 
varieties, such as euca- 
lyptus, pine and cypress 
cannot be saved. Practi- 


cally all redwoods on 
construction path will 
boxed, set aside and 1; 
restored to the park, 
park surface will be f 
restored with new b 
and related landscaj 
as determined by 
park experts. 


THE FICTION: 
Francisco doesn’t r 
any more freeways. 


The members, who voted 
unanimously, stressed the 
Panhandle route’s service to 
San Francisco residents and 
its importance to continuing 
downtown prosperity and em- 
ployment. 

The association’s action 
aligned it with major ele- 
ments of San Francisco labor 
and downtown business to 
defend the Parkway plan 
from a growing protest move- 
ment. 

The 8,000 -member Civil 
Service Association of San 
Francisco at a general mem- 
bership meeting last night 
also indorsed the route. 

“This is a wonderful mani-, 
festation of unity,” said Os- 
car Fisher, chairman of the* 
sireeis, highways ana bridge 
section of the Chamber of 


Letters and cards express- 
ing individual citizen support 
for the beleaguered parkway 
plan had begun trickling into 
officers of the supervisors. 

The choice between the 
parkway and the tunnel 
route comes before the su- 
pervisors’ Streets Committee 
at at 2 p.m. Thursday at City 
Hall. 


Commerce. 

The Chamber Snd the San 
Francisco Bt&iding Trades 
Council ''had earlier ex- 
pressed their indorsement, 
forming the nucleus of sup- 
port for the three-mile park- 
way. 

Fisher added, “I trust the 
Board of Supervisors will be 
as impressed as I am.” 

Brian P. Deavers, presi- 
dent of the State Building 
and Construction Trades 
Council, sent letters to all 
affiliated organizations in 
the Bay area saying $1 bil- 
lion in new construction 
during the next decade de- 
pends on approval of the 
Parkway plan. 

•' A committee of the 
giant Local 3 of the Operat- 
ing Engineers voted to rec- 
ommend to the executive 
committee approval of the 
Parkway. The local has 27,- 
000 members. 

• Thomas A. Rotell, secre- 
tary of the Pacific Coast 
.Metal Trades Council, and 
Ed Rainbow, president of the 
Bay Cities Metal Trades 
Council declared their sup- 
port for the plan. Declared 
Rotell “it’s the logical route 
to minimize traffic conges- 
tion.” 

• Attorney Gunther Do- 
tert disclosed that some 400 
residents of Pacific Heights 
and Cow Hollow have signed 
petitions opposing the Paci- 


Massive citizen protests 
has been forming, led by per- 
sons claiming that the park- 
way route would ruin Golden 
Gate Park. . 

Handbills proclaiming 
“Rally . . . Save Our Park . . .” 
are being distributed, along 
with petitions -which already 
include thousands of names. 

Brig. Gen. (Ret.) James W. 
C.outts, general manager of 
the Dry Goods Association, 
declared members are 
alarmed over eventual traf- 
fic strangulation of down- 
town unless the city’s free- 
way system is completed 
through construction of, the 
parkway. 

The association includes 
City of Paris, The Empo- 
rium, H. Liebes, Livingston 
Bros., Macy’s San Francisco, 
I. Magnin & Co., Joseph 
Magnin & Co., J. C. Penney, 
Ransohoffs, R o o s-A t k i n s, 
Saks Fifth Avenue and Sears 
Roebuck & Co. 

Deavers asserted in his 
letter that “we need -these 
job opportunities (in park- 
way and eventual Bay cross- 
ings). Business needs the in- 
creased spending power.” 

Rotell remarked, “Person- 
ally, I believe this would be a 
great asset to San Francisco. 
That subway beneath the park 
surface surely protects the 
park, but you can’t even con- 
sider it a tunnel of the impos- 
ing length and hazard of that 
Pacific Heights thing.” 

Detert said a canvas of the 
Pacific Heights Cow Hollow 
neighborhood disclosed virtu- 
ally unanimous opposition to 
the tunnel freeway, a brain 
child of streets chairman 
William C. Blake. 


fic Heights Tunnel plan, an 
alternate to the parkway. 


Residents, he said, fear it 
will destroy a fine residential 
neighborhood. They doubt its 
need. And they view the 
$283.3 million to $521.4 million 
cost as “astronomic.” 


MAY 12 1964 


Fact, Fictic 


S. F. 


Here is some of the fiction and fact about two pro- 
posals— the Panhandle Parkway and the Pacific 
Heights Tunnel— which the Supervisors’ Streets Com- 
mittee will consider at 2 p. m. Thursday at City Hall: 

THE FICTION: Beautiful Golden Gate Park is 
being threatened by a freeway. 

THE FACT: The Parkway will be in subway be- 
neath the park surface across the entire .9 mile, seg- 
ment from Park-Presidio Blvd. to Stanyan St. 

THE FICTION: The Parkway will rip a huge scar 
—50 feet deep and twice as wide as the present Main 
Drive— through the very heart of the park. 

THE FACT: The Main Drive, plus sections 10 feet 
wide on either side, will be excavated during construc- 

r tion of the subway. The surface road and curbside land- 
scaping then will be fully restored. The ground above 


the subway, ii 
landscaping pr 
since it w-as pi 
dense over-gro 
the first time t- 


THE FICTi 
of trees and en 
THE FAC1 
be saved. The; 
the Recreatio 
policies. 

Most Redw 
be boxed and 
restored to peri 
THE FICT 
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Teamsters 


Indorse 

S. t EXAMINER 

Parkway 

‘Most Service 
To the City 


By RUSS CONE 
The executive board of 
the Bay Area Council of 
Teamsters, speaking for 
67,000 workers, yesterday 
added its powerful voice 
to the growing number of 
business and labor groups 
which indorse the Pan- 
handle Parkway. 

Announcement of the team- 
ster support came from Jo- 
seph J. Diviny, international 
vice president of the Team- 
sters Union and president of 
the council, and Council Sec- 
retary Steve Gilligan. 

MOST SERVICE 


Einar O. Mohn, internation- 
al vice president and director 
of the Western Conference of 
Teamsters, added this re- 
mark:. 

“Whether we like it or not, 
we must provide additional 
freeways in San Francisco 
... or we’re going to drive 
business out.” 

H. Stephen Chase, vice 
president of Wells Fargo 
Bank and chairman of the 
Do'ui Town Association traf-, 
fice and transportation com- 
mittee. announced” he will 
carry the association support 
for the Panhandle before the 
Supervisors’ Streets Com- 
mittee. 


"Our interest is in the 
route which gives the most 
service to San Francisco and 
industry,” Gilligan declared, 
“and this is it. The Panhan- 
dle route is the only one that 
makes sense.” 


The Streets Committee', 
under William C. Blake, will 
consider whether to approve 
the Parkway or a Pacific 
Heights Tunnel route at a 
2 p. m. public hearing in the 
board chambers at City Hall 
tomorr ow. _ 

Blake yesterday called upon 
the city Works Department 
to bring to the hearing 
sketchy tunnel plans which it 
prepared two years ago. 

He appeared determined to 
press for adoption of the Pa- 
cific Heights route, although 
State Highway Engineer J. C. 
Womack and other experts 
recommend the parkway be- 
cause it is far cheaper and 
would serve 50,000 more mo- 
torists daily. 

While the parkway gath- 
ered backers with amazing 
momentum, its o p p o n e n t s 
manipulated a* neighborhood 
campaign to defeat it on the 
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VS Fiction Fact and Fiction About the Parkway 

^1/ T O# -H- IVl/iVf* C F FXAMiNtK . . _ . , ..... volve a 50-foot trench 150- THE FACT: Busines: 


unnel will be 
beneath the 


TION: Hun- 
rk trees will 
in the course 
istruction. 

DT: Several 
of common 
ich as euca- 
and cypress 
aved. Practi- 


cally all redwoods on the 
construction path will be 
boxed, set aside and later 
restored to the park. The 
park surface will be fully 
restored with new trees 
and related Jandscaping 
as determined by city 
park experts. 

THE FICTION: 

Francisco doesn’t 
any more freeways 


San 

need 


THE FACT: A Cham- 
ber of Commerce survey 
shows that 257 firms 
which moved out of The 
City listed traffic conges- 
tion as a primary reason. 
Unless the Panhandle 
Parkway link in the free- 
way network is complet- 
ed, The City will be un- 
able to .justify additional 
bay crossings to Marin 
and Alameda Counties. 


s. F, EXJWiilMbc 

Here is some of the fic- 
tion and fact about the 
Panhandle Parkway and 
Pacific Heights Tunnel 
I proposals which will 
I come before the Supervi- 
sors’ Streets Committee 
at 2 p. m. today at City 
Hall: 

THE FICTION: The 
parkway will mean de- 
struction of hundreds of 


Golden Gate Park tre,es. 

THE FACT: Park trees 
are replaced by the thou- 
sands each year. The 
parkway will sacrifice 
145 existing trees. All 
would be replaced in com- 
pliance with wishes of the 
Recreation and Park De- 
partment. The same goes 
for 16 Panhandle trees 
marked for destruction. 


THE FICTION: The 
parkway will involve four 
to seven years of con- 
struction in the park. 

THE FACT: Construc- 
tion will take only two 
years. It probably will 
proceed with no more 
than 1,000 feet torn up at 
a time. 

THE FICTION: Exca- 
vating the subway 
through the park will in- 


volve a 50-foot trench 150- 
feet wide. 

THE FACT: Actual 
depths of the construction 
trench will range between 
35- and 45 feet. It will be 
100 feet wide, roughly the 
width of the Main Drive, 
plus 10 feet on either side. 

THE FICTION: The 
only people favoring the 
parkway are those with 
an ax to grind, a direct 
business interest. 


THE FACT: Business 
and labor organizations 
say this is quite true. 
They deem the route, 
tying together loose ends 
of San Francisco’s bur- 
geoning freeway network, 
vital to continued pros- 
perity and expansion of 
The City’s downtown and 
industrial areas. Traffic 
strangulation, they con- 
tend, hurts the entire city 
economy. 


Fiction on Parkway 


, fact about two pro- 
and the Pacific 
risors’ Streets Com- 
ursday at City Hall: 
Dlden Gate Park is 

ill be in subway be- 
e entire .9 mile .seg- 
Stanyan St. 
will rip a huge scar 
as the present Main 
;he park. 

plus sections 10 feet 
ated during construc- 
ad and curbside land- 
id. The ground above 


the subway, in fact, will receive the first full-scale 
landscaping park operators have been able to afford, 
since it was planted. Many now treacherous areas of 
dense over-growth may be beautified and opened for 
the first time to public use. 

THE FICTION: The project will destroy hundreds 
of trees and endanger the lives of hundreds more. 

THE FACT: Several score trees probably cannot 
be saved They will be replaced in accordance with 
the Recreation and Park Department landscape 
policies. 

Most Redwods and many other valuable trees will 
be boxed and set aside during construction and later 
restored to permanent planted areas above the subway. 

THE FICTION: The Pacific Heights Tunnel will 


serve traffic just as well. . _ . 

THE FACT: If tlje $521.4 million tunnel is built — 
the most expensive— it would serve 112,000 trips daily, 
compared with 170,000 on the Parkway. The tunnel 
would receive only 50 percent San Francisco patronage, 
while 75 percent of the Parkway’s service wou.d be to 
San Francisco motoring. 

THE FICTION: San Francis..o doesn’t need any 
more freeways. 

THE FACT: William C. Whe 
of California Institute of Urban 
declared: “The price San 
the center of the Bay ar 
way job.” Studies show ffl 
list traffic conditions as a 


. ' » ■»«■■■ 


ar O. Mohn, internation- 
:e president and director 
> Western Conference of 
isters, added this re- 

:: • 

'hether we like it or not, 
nust provide additional 
rays in San Francisco 
or we’re going to drive 
less out.” 

Stephen Chase, vice 
ident of Wells Fargo 
c and chairman of the 
n Town Association traf-, 


false grounds 'that it would 
“ruin Golden Gate Park.” 

Some 1,200 pupils of George 
Washington High School were 
induced to sign petitions op- 
posing the parkway. 

"A spokesman for the Com- 
mittee to Save Golden Gate 
Park told callers that “the 
Chronicle is supposed to come i 
out with a big blast about it. 

“Don’t believe what you 
read in The Examiner. 

This is the blatant tone 


the association support 
le Panhandle before the 
•visors’ Streets Com- 


. Streets Committee, 

• William C. Blake, will 
der whether to approve 
Parkway or a Pacific 
tits Tunnel route at a 
m. public hearing in the 
d chambers at City Hall 

irrow: .. 

ike yesterday called upon 
city Works Department 
ring to the hearing 
;hy tunnel plans which it 
ared two years ago. 

. appeared determined to 
s for adoption of the Pa- 
. Heights route, although 
e Highway Engineer J. C. 
nack and other experts! 
immend the parkway be- 
se it is far cheaper and 
dd serve 50,000 more mo- 
sts daily. 

/hile the parkway gath- 
d backers with amazing 
mentum, its o p p o n e n t s 
nipulated a. neighborhood 


mm ■ This IS me uwwui 

nd transportation com- i which i las characterized the 
announced' he will m i s x e -ading attempt to rally 
protest against the parkway. 

Against this, the Retail 
iDry Goods Association of 12 
major department stores 
p 1 a n n e d the extraordinary 
step today of circulating their 
more than 10,000 employes | 
with a statement setting 
forth why the association 
feels the parkway deserves 
public support. 

Association General Mana- 
ger James W. Coutts, Brig. 
Gen. (Ret.) mailed a state- 
ment of the official organi- 
zation stand to Blake and 
other supervisors. Coutts as- 
serted: 

“For obvious reasons our 
big department stores and 
women’s specialty stores are 
•determined to keep the area 
lof this city from the Civic 
enter to the waters of the 
Bay as a vital and thriving 
nucleus of business, trade 
and commerce. 

; “We must,” he declared 
“continue to keep our big 
stores as the great and profit 


centers that they are. 

“We must have an oppor- 
tunity to attract to our stores 
'business from the millions of 
'Americans that demographic 
forecasts predict will be mak- 
ing homes and raising fami- 
lies in the Bay area in future 
vears.” 

Statements of parkway sup- 
port came also from Rudy 
Tham, secretary of Team- 
sters’ Local 856 and Tim Rich- 
ardson, welfare officer of 
Teamsters’ Local 35. 

Tham expressed “whole- 
hearted support,” pointing 
out that completion of The 
City’s freeway network by 
the parkway link between 
Golden Gate Bridge and Civ- 
ic Center would remove a lot 
of heavy truck traffic from 
city streets and “would en- 
tice industry to remain in 
San Francisco.” 

Richardson and Thomas 
Rotell, leader of the Bay 
Cities Metal Trades Council 
who indorsed the parkway 
Monday, are both members 
of the Governor’s new Bay 
Area Transportation Study 
Committee. 

With the teamsters joining 
the construction trade unions, 
the metal, trades council and 
the San Francisco .Civil Serv- 
ice Association, it began to 
appear that organized labor 
may present a united stand 
to the Board of Supervisors 
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‘aign to defeat it on thel able trade and citizen service 


Pact, fiction on Parkway 


WAY 1 o r 1384 

The Supervisors’ Streets 
Committee will be confronted 
by fact and fiction when it 
convenes at 2 p. m. tomor- 
row to consider whether to 
adopt a Panhandle Parkway 
or a Pacific Heights Tunnel 
as a freeway link between 
.Golden Gate Bridge and Civic 
Center. 

THE FICTION: The park- 
way involves tearing up 
Golden Gate Park for four to 
seven years of construction. 

1 THE -FACT: Actual con- 
struction of a subway be- 
neath the park surface will 


take about two years. It may 
proceed in stages whereby 
only short portions are af- 
fected at a time. 

THE FICTION: The Park- 
way will rip a huge scar— 50 
feet deep and twice as wide 
as the present Main Drive- 
through the very heart of the 
park. 

THE fACT: The excava- 
tion for the ’subway will re- 
quire the Main Drive, plus a 
10-foot strip on either side, 
between Stanyan Street and 
Park Presidio Boulevard. 
The surface will be fully 


restored. 

Many forbidden areas ot 
over-growth would become 
open for public use by means 
of new landscaping which 
state funds would pay for. 

THE FICTION: The Pa- 
cific Heights Tunnel is best 
for San Francisco. 

THE FACT: The tunnel 
would serve 50,000 trips a 
day fewer than the parkway 
It would shorten the Marin 
commuter run. But 68n 
Francisco streets would hs've 
to carry a needless 70,000 ad- 
ditional vehicle trips doily. 


McLaren 

WAY 1 4 '964 

‘Vote’ for 

S. F. EXAMINER 

Parkway 

John McLaughlin, friend of 
the late Golden Gate Park de- 
veloper John McLaren and 
leader of the city park gar- 
deners’ union, declared yes- - 
terday “if Uncle John (Mc- 
Laren) were alive today he 
would insist we build the 
Panhandle Parkway.” 

McLaughlin said he will 
tell the supervisors’ Streets 
Committee at today’s public 
hearing “the parkway will 
permit the use of state funds 
for development of some 
areas of the park which are 
badly in need of improve- 
ment. 

“In due time,” McLaugh- 
lin said, “this improvement 
will probably create more 
jobs for park gardeners be- 
cause there’ll be more actual 
park area to maintain, and, 
of course, for people to en- 
joy — 

“Those who oppose this 
simply don’t understand' it,” 
McLaughlin declared. 

McLaughlin, outspoken 
and veteran supporter of 
the City park system and its 
expansion, began his career 
as a Golden Gate Park gar- 
dener, and was both employe 
and friend of McLaren. 

He recalled that McLaren 
’fought his head off to get 
a tunnel crossing, instead of 
that surface road, between 
Park-Presidio Blvd. and 19th 
Ave. 


Lang: Yes on Freeway 
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Parkway OK by 
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5 More Groups 

S. F. EXAMINER 1 


By RUSS CONE 
The supervisors’ Streets 
Committee convenes at 2 
p.m. today in the board 
chambers at City Hall to 
shape the destiny of San 
Francisco’s t r a n s p orta- 
tion system. 


Tom Kelly, secretary- wduldi- be financed 90 per 
treasurer of Hospital and'In-tceht by federal money and 
stitutional Workers, Local 10 per cent by the state be* 
250, announced that his 8,500 cause it would complete The 
member union favors the City’s intra-city freeway net- 
parkwav work. 

Letters oi support were It would also justify fur- 
addressed to Blake’s com. ther Bay crossing projects, 
mittee also by Lee Eimers, long planned 


secretary of Local 9, Theatri- 
cal and Amusement Janitors; 
An overflow crowd -is ex-, A1 G yergez, secretary- 
pected because of neighbor- treasure 0 f Newspaper and 


hood opposition to a Golden 
Gate Park Panhandle Park- 
way and a rising, recently 
vocal body of citizen, busi- 
ness and labor support for 
the parkway. 


Periodical Drivers’ Union, 
Local 921; Phil J. Deredi, 
president and business man- 
ager of Local 14, Hotel and 
Apartment House Works 
Union, and William Suther- 


Chairman William C. Blake land, secretary of the Theatri- 
and members Clarissa S. Me- cal Federation. 


Mahon and George Moscone 
will be caught in the middle, 
the pressure compounded by 
the demand to have The City 
select a new freeway route 
before, the State Highway 
Commission hears the prob- 
lem May 21. 

MORE SUPPORT 
Developments yesterday: 

• Five more union organi- 
zation's indorsed the $123,000,- 
000 parkway as the best 
means of finally linking traf- 
fic ■ between Golden Gate 
Bridge and the Central Free- 
way near Civic Center. 

, • James- Lang, general 
manager of the Recreation 
and Park Department, and 
Frank Foehr, superintendent 
of parks, came away from a 
meeting with State highway 
engineers convinced a park- 
way is : needed. But they op- 
pose. the alternate which 
would carry part. of the route 
in subway beneath Main 
Drive. 

• John McLaughlin, chief 
.of the park gardeners’ union 
and friend of park founder 
John McLaren, announced he 
.will “insist the Board of Su- 
pervisors approve the park- 
way in tribute -to the great 
John McLaren.” 

. • Lang and stare engineers 
'confirmed that the recom- 
mended parkway route would 
■destroy 161 of 840 existing 
trees in that area of the park 
and panhandle. They also 
agreed the state would pay 
lor complete restoration " of 
areas by construction of the 
9 mile subway. 

• A spokesman for the 


‘REASONABLE ROUTE’ 

“This is a reasonable route 
between two loose ends of 
the freeway network,” Suth- 
erland noted. “San Francisco 
has too many deadend free- 
ways.” 

Lang told Assistant State 
Highway . Engineer Clifford 
Greene the Rec-Park would 
prefer an alternate routing 
of eight lanes down Fultcut 
street, with a short tunnel 
under the northeast corner 
of the park. 

This route, however, would 
take 205 properties ' along 
Fulton Streets, compared 
with 28 under the subway 
plan recommended by State 
Highway Engineer J. C. Wo- 
mack.' It would cost an ex- 
tra $2.6 million. 

Lang also favors the. so- 
called L-2, cantilever ele- 
vated alternate along Park- 
Presidio Blvd., instead of Wo- 
mack’s depressed, double- 
decked plan. 

THE CHOICES 

On paper, Blake’s commit- 
tee has a choice of tvfo alter- 
nate routes between Golden 
Gate Bridge and the down- 
town. freeway network. 

Besides the parkway, there 
is Blake’s proposed Pacific 
Heights tunnels, a $285.4. mil- 
lion to $521.6 million project 
serving 50,000 fewer trips 
daily and posing hazards dur- 
ing construction. 

The supervisors went on 
record in favor of the Pacific 
Heights plan last fall, in a 
pre-election fever to get 
Blake’s support for a cam- 
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Freeway Hearing 
And Mr. Blake 
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Citizens Committee to Save paign plank in the .Mayor’s 
Golden Gate Park reported race. 


at least. 12,000 persons have 
signed petitions opposing the 
parkway. They will have a 
rally at 2:30 p.m., Sunday in 
the Park polo field. 

UNION SUPPORT 
The new union support in- 
cluded McLaughlin’s San 
Francisco Municipal Park 
Employes, Local 311. 


Results of 18 months study 
by city and state engineers 
and landscape consultant 
Lawrence Halprin have since 
shown the Pacific Heights 
tunnel offers the least traffic 
service to San-Franeisco. 

And the cost, is so high, 
gtate and federal officials in- 
dicate' they: would refuse to 
finance it. The parkway 


S. F. EXAMINER 


rpHE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Streets Commit 
i- tee will hear evidence today on the choice , iqra 

between a Panhandle Parkway and a Crosstown MW V* 
Tunnel. Presiding will be Supervisor William C. 

Blake, originator of the tunnel proposal (it was 
formerly called the Blake Tunnel). Thus Mr. Blake 
must choose between his own brainchild and the 
Panhandle Parkway designed by a City-State team 
of engineers and planners. 

In this situation no one expects complete ob- 
jectivity from Mr. Blake. That would be less than 
human. He has been committed deeply to his tun- 
nel idea— too deeply. As an idea it deserved ex- 
ploration. Like many others in the community, 
this newspaper joined years' ago in urging that it 
be explored. But now it has been studied twice by 
thoroughly competent engineers, and found want- 
ing both times. 

Committed though Mr. Blake has been, he is 
obliged as a public servant to carry out today’s 
Hearing with dispassionate fairness, and to open 
his own mind to the whole body of evidence 
brought before the committee. 

How he conducts himself in this instance will 
be a telling evidence of his statesmanship — or lack 
of it. 

Not in years has the committee had before it 
aii issue so controversial, or so important in its 
impact on San Francisco’s future. The hearing 
should be conducted in a manner that will inform 
and enlighten the community as well as the 
committee. 
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Parkway ‘Damage’ to 

MAY 14=1964 ° 

Trees Overstressed 


the proposedFanhan- 
dle Parkway means to the 
trees in Golden Gate Park, 
the Park Panhandle and 
Park-Presidio Boulevard whs 
spelled out in detail by engi- 
neers yesterday, and it failed 
to shock park officials. 

Park Superintendent Frank 
Foehr made clear he opposes 
tree damage the parkway 
would bring during a two- 
year construction period. 

, But Foehr acknowledged 
“We plant trees by the thous- 
ands every year because of 
deterioration, trees that fall 
down in storms and disease,” 

The re-forestation program 
among Golden Gate Park’s 
300,000 trees during the up- 
coming fiscal year, he noted, 
calls for 6,000 new trees. 

Rec-Park, over the vehe- 
ment objections of John Mc- 
Laughlin’s park gardeners’ 
union, furthermore, plans to 
tear out 40 old trees near the 
band concourse to expand 
auto parking space. 

. Against this background, 
Foehr and James Lang, gen- 


eral manager of the Recrea- 
tion and Park Department, 
heard Assistant State High- 
way Engineer . Clifford 
Greene outline his plans. 

Detailed survey of the pro- 
posed parkway route, Greene 
reported, shows 145 existing 
park trees among 840 which 
must be unearthed' during 
construction could not be 
saved. 

The Panhandle would lose 
1 6trees. Park-Presidio Boule- 
vard would lose 324 of the 
1,300 trees. 

Greene pointed out that 
most existing trees along the 
parkway route could be boxed 
and set aside during con- 
struction and later restored 
to park surface. 

If the parkway is routed 
down Fulton Street, taking 
an additional 172 homes, and 
carried on a cantilever struc- 
ture, so it would appear above 
ground level on Park-Pre- 
sidio, Lang said he would be 
.fully satisfied. 


MAY 15 '964 

We Can’t Lie 

Of. examiner 

--By George 


A lonely leafless elm, 
its straggly limbs bared 
against the sky, found it- 
self exposed to the public 
gaze on page one of the 
San Francisco Chronicle 
yesterday morning. 

Described as a pitiful 
victim of the proposed 
Panhandle Freeway, the 
seasonably nude creature 
was labeled the venerable 
Liberty Tree, a veteran of 
70 Golden Gate Park 
summers. 

State Highway Division 
representatives pointed 
out that the Chronicle had 
erred. The tree was actu- 
ally the relatively youth- 
ful George Washington 
Elm. 

The Examiner’s Arbor 


Patrol, consisting of i 
porter and photograj 
both qualified by ser 
as Second Class Sci 
was . dispatched to 
site. 

The Liberty Tree 
redwood planted by 
quoia Chapter of 
Daughters of the An 
can Revolution April 
1894, they reported. 

The George Washin 
Elm, a direct descen 
of the tree under w 
the first President 
command of the C 
nental Army in 1775, 
planted by the Son; 
the American Revoh 
in 1932. 

The two trees are 
paces apart. 


Reason speaks louder than emotion 
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Patrol, consisting of a re- 
porter and photographer 
both qualified by service 
as Second Class Scouts, 
was dispatched to the 
site. 


Division 
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cle had 
is actu- 
youth- 
hington 


Arbor 


The Liberty Tree is a 
redwood planted by Se- 
quoia Chapter of the 
Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution April 19, 
1894, they reported. 

The George Washington 
Elm, a direct descendant 
of the tree under which 
the first President took 
command of the Conti- 
nental Army in 1775, was 
planted by the Sons of 
the American Revolution 
in 1932. 

The two trees are 115 
paces apart. 
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THE CLEVER LIE 


S. F. EXAMINER 
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IS BEINa 


THREATENED 
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FREEWAY! 



The proposed “Panhandle Freeway” will 
rip a huge scar— 30 feet deep, and twice 
as wide as the present Main Drive- 
through the very heart of Golden Gate Park, destroying 
hundreds of trees and endangering the lives of hundreds 
morel 



rpHE ABOVE is reproduced photographically 

from a handbill being distributed all over 
The City. 

Read it. Now ask yourself what impres- 
sion it leaves with you. 

Does it not say to you that Golden Gate 
Park is threatened with destruction? 

Does it not imply to you that the pro- 
posed Panhandle Parkway would rip a perma- 
nent ditch 50 feet deep through the heart of 
the park? 

It does. That’s its cunning purpose, to 
arouse public wrath by use of the clever lie. 

It is untrue. It is deceitful. It is dishonest. 

As the public knows, large portions of 
Market Street will be ripped open to a depth 
of 50 feet and more to build two subterranean 
levels of rapid transit and local transit, plus 
stations. 

What would you do if someone handed 


*ou a “Save Our Market Street” handbill with 


the same language as the above handbill? 

You would laugh and throw it away. You 
know that Market Street will be restored when 
construction is completed, and will be better 


than ever because the surface streetcars will 
then run beneath it. 

That is exactly what is proposed ip Golden 
Gate Park— to open up a stretch of nine- 
tenths of a mile along the Main Drive align- 
ment, put in a traffic tunnel, then restore the 
surface so that through traffic will run under 
instead of through the park. 

This handbill was put out by a new organ- 
ization calling itself the Citizens Committee to 
Save Golden Gate Park. The committee in- 
cludes many earnest and sincere citizens. But 
these citizens didn’t write the handbill. That 
was done by cynical professionals who, know- 
ing the truth would defeat them, have set out 
to arouse the public by misleading it. 

The great merit of routing the freeway 
beneath the park is that it would save homes 
while doing no permanent damage to the park. 

We like that. If wf must choose between 
people and trees, we choose people. We would 
like to see the Panhandle Parkway worked on 
and refined still more to save more homes. 

We invite the earnest and sincere mem- 
bers of the Citizens Committee to Save Golden 
Gate Park to join with us in that purpose. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON ELM 
Near what freeway? 


REAL LIBERTY TREE 
Redwood's also safe 


Highway Division said 
neither Route K, which 


they prefer, nor Route H, 
which park officials pre- 


fer, would endanger a sin- 
gle bought of either. 









Blake Rejects 


Parkway OK’d 


MKf 15 1954 


By Planners 


5. F. EXAMINER 
Next 


Stop- 


Full Board 


By RUSS CONE 
State plans for a Pan- 
handle Parkway linking 
Golden Gate Bridge with 
downtown were rejected 
by a 3-0 vote of the Super- 
visors’ Streets Committee 
yesterday. 


The door was. left open,; 
however, for an alternate 
parkway proposal approved 
earlier in the day by a 5-1 
vote of the City Planning Com- 
mission. The rejection— and 
the new proposal— go before 
the full Board of Supervisors 
for action. 


NOTHING NEW’ 
Chairman William C. 
Blake concluded on a famil- 
iar note: 

“I’ve heard nothing new. 
I’ve been over this the past 
10 years. I’ mstill nor con- 
vinced this isn’t a part of 
the Western Freeway (which 
sparked a supervisors revolt 
in 1959.)” 


He would also extend the 
Panhandle three blocks, 
from Baker Street to Scott 
Street, thus actually adding 
acreage to the park com- 
plex. 

A State proposed subway 
beneath Main Drive of Gold- 
en Gate Park and a short 
bored tube under the north- 
east corner of the park 
would be unchanged. So 


who had left the hearing an 
hour before it ended, had in- 
structed Blake to throw her 
vote against the parkway. 

Member George Moscone 
went along, commenting 
only that “I want to make 
clear I am neither accepting 



Mrs. Clarissa S McMahon a ' gub _ 

hn hnH lpft the hearing an*™ ....... m 


merged, double-decked route 
down Park-Presidio Boule- 
vard. 

NAACP OPINION 
This freeway ' connection 
between Golden Gate Bridge 
and the existing downtown 


tunnel (and alternate route 


. ic Center is necessary, State 


which the State has dis- 

carded.) _ ... cisco is to qualify for future 

The tunnel under Pacific 


officials say, if San Fran- 


OVERFLOW CROWD 

The . commission scheme, 
preserving 487 dwelling units 
along the Oak Street side of 
the Panhandle, might satisfy 
a hard core of citizen opposi- 
tion to the State plan, which 
involved removing the dwell- 
ings. 

But nothing said by Plan- 
ning Director James R. Mc- 
Carthy or landscape architect 
Lawrence Halprin seemed to 
assuage fears that a parkway 
project would ruin Golden 
Gate Park. 

A crowd of 400 which over- 
flowed the supervisors’ cham- 
bers, jeered frequently at 
testimony by Halprin, State. 
Highway engineers, and nine 
influential leaders of labor, 
and business who urged ap- 
proval of a $123,000,000 state- 
recommended parkway. 

Halprin, a recognized lead- 
er in hjs field and consultant 
on design of the parkway, 
declared “anyone coming 
back one year after this 
project is finished would not 
be aware either that a tunnel 
had been built or that disrup- 
tion of the park had oc- 
curred.” 

His professional advice fell 
seemingly on deaf ears, and 
a few of the more than 20 | 
opponents who trouped to the' 
rostrum asserted outright 
they simply don’t trust the 
State Division of Highways. 

Others brought amateur 
solutions: a freeway down' 
Geary Boulevard; a sub- 
aqueous tube along the 
Marina shoreline; more rapid 
transit. 

The charged emotional at- 
mosphere which has become 
habitual at San Francisco 
freeway hearings prevailed 
through the 51/2 hour hear- 
ing. 


Heights is Blake’s brain- 
child, and the Board of Su- 
pervisors alreaidy' is on rec- 
ord as favoring it. Blake, 
made no move yesterday to 
re-affirm or otherwise tamp- 
er with the present policy. 

McCarthy popped hia park- 
way plan off the drafting 
board just in time to secure 
indorsement by the Planning 
Commission before Blake’s 
committee- convened. 

McCarthy and his com- 
mission brought it straight 
to Blake’s committefe; Works 
Pifeetof M. . S.\ Tartarian at 
once indorsed it. Some pro- 
parkway speakers also 
jumped on the idea. 

And State engineers con- 
fided later the McCarthy 
suggestion would be agree- 
able to them, providing it 
gets supervisors’ approval. 

Supervisor Jack Morrison, 
who observed the hearing, 
obtained Blake’s assurance 
before the gavel went down 
that the action rejecting 
State parkway schemes does 
not- affect the . McCarthy 
plan. 

It remains to be seen, how- 
ever, whether . McCarthy’s, 
idea will get consideration 
when the anti-parkway reso- 
lution comes to the entire 
Board Monday, or whether 
it will receive separate hear- 
ing by Streets Committee in 
a week or two. 


SUBMERGED LANES 
In essence, McCarthy’s 
plan is the one described as 
alternate F in the State plan, 
calling for submerged free- 
way lanes along Oak and 
Fell Streets, with the exist- 
ing local street carried on a 
cantilever section above. 

The State plan, however, 
requires cutting 40-feet from 
Panhandle park area on ei- 
ther side. McCarthy would 
cut only 20-feet by eliminat- 
ing a step-down landscaped 
strip. 


Chun tgejin 


Parkwa 
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DANIEL DEL CARLO 
. . . voice of unions 


MRS. JOYE GOODWIN 
. . . NAACP spokesman 


MRS. ARTHUR BEIRMAN 
. . . presented petitions 


Daniel F. Del Carlo stood 
up in behalf of 44 member 
unions of the San Francisco 
Building Trades Council. 
Stephen Chase spoke for the 
Down Town Association. 


or rejecting the crosstown |f reeway network b ehind Civ- 


Federal and State financing 
of Bay crossings. 

Mrs. Joye Goodwin, 
spokesman for the National 
Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People, ar- 
rived too late to hear Mc- 
Carthy’s plan. 

But Mrs. Goodwin brouhgt 
NAACP objection to the 
State plan, taking Oak Street 
dwellings, based primarily 
on the removal of homes. 
She called for State legisla- 
tion to help finance family 
relocation. 

Mrs. Arthur Beirman pre- 
sented protest petitions 
signed by 12,882 persons and 
voiced the more general sen- 
timent of opponents when 
she declared “I’m convinced 
you can’t put a freeway 
through a park without 
changing the appearance ‘ of 
the park .... 

“I’m surprised at the Plan- 
ning Commission. I. really 
feel they’ve put a value on 
Pacific Heights above that 
of the Haight-Ashbury.” 

APPEALS BURIED 

The petitions and this kind 
of testimony buried the ap-. 
peals and technical explana- 
tions which marked the start 
of the hearing. 

Chief Administrative OffL 
cer Sherman P. Duckel was. 
typical. He took a jeering 
when he declared “If con- 
structed, this parkway will 
be one of the finest things 
I think ever happened to 
Golden Gate Park.” 

Silence met Harold P. Nor- 
ton, speaking for the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, as he said 
“The facts are clear. This 
link in our transportation 
system is vital to the eco- 
nomic development of San 
Francisco.” 


Brig. Gen. James W. Coutts 
(Ret.), said the Retail Dry 
Goods Association believes 
“In order to keep the down- 
town financial area, the re- 
tailing area and the hotel 
and entertainment area vital 
and moving forward with in- 
evitable population and eco- 
nomic change we must have 
a completed freeway sys- 
tem . . .” 


OTHER LEADERS 

A dozen other prominent 
business and labor leaders, 
their letters of support on 
file, witnessed the affair. 

- Halprin was drawn out by 
allegations the parkway 
would ruin the park. 

He ..such talk as .“distor- 
tion” and declared, “I think 
.it’s a shame that people are 
being misled on the factual 
situation. None of the routes 
go through the park. They all 
go under it.” 

He was talking to himself. 


Heart Attack 
At the Hearing 

The public hearing on the 
proposed Panhandle Free- 
way was delayed 15 min- 
utes yesterday when a 
member, of the audience 
was fatally stricken by a 
heart attack. 

The victim, Sylvester 
Moore, 47, of 440 Scott St., 
collapsed just inside the en- 
trance to the Board of Su- 
pervisors chambers in City 
Hall. He was pronounced 
dead at the scene by am- 
bulance steward Ed O’Don- 
nell. 


McCarthy’s Strong Plea 
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Oak and Fell Streets. 

The new plan, howe' 
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the sides of the Panhai 
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acres to the total Panhai 
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Street. 

Mike Salarno, associa 
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meet Monday night to i 
sider the new plan. 

Salarno remarked “of 
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For Panhandle Plan 
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City-pran^nflLor 

James R. McCarthy made a 
strong appeal for a Pan- 
handle Parkway before the 
supervisors’ Streets Commit- 
tee yesterday, few seemed 
to heed it. 

The Planning Commission, 
McCarthy declared, “is not 
unmindful of. the priceless 
values of Golden Gate Park 
and the existing Panhandle 
and of the visual pleasure 
which their trees afford. 

“But the automobile, in 
ever increasing number, is 
choking the park and the 
Panhandle corridor leading 
to it. 

“The freeway wiE divert 
heavy streams of traffic 
from the park and restore 
the Main Drive to its in- 
tended function as a recrea- 
tional pleasure drive. 

“Today,” McCarthy con- 
tinued, “the Panhandle no 
longer serves its original 
purpose as a sylvan carriage 
approach to the park. 

“The heavy screen pf 


shrubbery has been re- 
moved, older trees have been 
trimmed or removed, and | 
the roadway has been re- 
placed with turf to provide 
some usable open space . . 

“But the Panhandle is notj 
a quiet neighborhood park; 
rather it is a green median 
strip situated between eight 
lanes of fast-moving, heavy 
volume through traffic which 
cuts it off from the residents 
it serves.” 

His proposed parkway, Mc- 
Carthy noted, would allow 
pedestrians free, access by 
foot-bridge, making the park 
more usable and “would ex- 
tend the Panhandle as a vis- 
ual and usable park eastward 
toward Civic Center.” 


MKf 17*964 



You are looking east on Oak 5 
the Park Panhandle. All these 


By RUSS CON 
While Save the Park enthus 
themselves in the Golden Gate F 
joy of fighting freeways, scores 
ficials and professionals will b< 
work on the latest Panhandle P 


The new scheme comes wit 
by the City Planning Commissio 
It extracts much of the sting 
way plan which the Board of Sup 
to reject outright tomorrow. 

The new plan deals essential 
of parkway along Golden Gate I 
tween Stanyan and Webster Stri 




i 

II Ji 

i the 
free- 
min- 
i a 
ince 
y a 

ster 

St., 

; en- 
Su- 
City 
iced 
am- 
Don- 




Change in Tactics 

Parkway Foes 
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May Reconsider 

8. F.tXAMlNER 

By RUSS CONE 

A group of 20 neighborhood' associations which have 
been fighting the Panhandle Parkway plan want to recon- 
sider in light of»a Planning Commission proposal which 
would save 982 dwelling units long the route, The Examiner 
learned yesterday. 

The group is the San Fran- 
cisco Council of District Mer- 
chants Association, which up 
to Thursday had opposed the 
parkway, primarily because 
the State recommendecTplan 
would uproot these dwellings. 

And, la$t night more strong 
support came for the Pan- 
handle Parkway plan when 
the San Francisco Labor 
Council indorsed it by a voice 
vote. 

. The planners’ suggestion is 
almost identical to the State’s 
so-called F route, which 
avoids homes by traveling in 
submerged sections below 
Oak and Fell Streets. 

The new plan, however, 
would skin less acreage off 
the sides of the Panhandle 
and would add about 7.7 
acres to the total Panhandle 
by extending the greensward 
from Baker Street to Webster 
Street. 

Mike Salarno, association 
president, said his group will 
meet Monday night to con- 
sider the new plan. 

Salarno remarked “of all 
three alternates shown us by 
the State, plan F is the one we 


had felt could be interesting. 
We would be pleased to sit 
down and go over this latest 
proposal.” 

His organization represents 
the bulk of some 27 neighbor- 
hood groups involved in the 
generation of a citizen protest 
gghinst the parkway. 

Others outside Salarno’.s as- 
sociation have whipped up 
feverish opposition with the 
false claim that the parkway 
would ruin Golden Gate Park. 
They are striving to rally op- 
ponents at the park polo field: 
on Sunday. 

Bowing to this fervor, the 
supervisors’ Streets Commit- 
tee unanimously opposed the 
State parkway plans. The en- 
tire Board is expected to fol- 
low suit Monday. 

The supervisors’ action 
prompted Mayor John F. 
Shelley<£esterday to remark 
impatiently that “they don’t 
want trees taken, and they 
don’t want homes taken. But 
we’ve got to lose something. 

“We must have . an answer 
(to The City's disconnected 
freeway network) or we’ll 
lose .all the money ($250 mil- 


lion) available for construc- 
tion in San Francisco. We had 
better come up with a plan.” 

He reiterated what top State 
officials have told him; 
namely, if San Francisco 
doesn’t tie the Golden Gate 
Bridge artery with the exist- 
ing network at Civic Center, 
no more Bay crossings can be 
justified. 

Additional labor and busi- 
ness support for the parkway, 
meantime, continued to flow 
in to the supervisors. 

The San Francisco Labor 
Council, with several hundred 
present, passed a resolition 
urging the Board of Super- 
visors “to adopt the Park- 
Panhandle Freeways as rec- 
ommended by the City Plan- 
ning Commission as the 
policy of The City and 
County of -San Francisco.” 

The resolution was pre- 
sented by Claude H. Jinker- 
son, president of the labor 
council and secretary of the 
Grocery Clerks Union; Joseph 
Belardi, vice president of 
the council and head of the 
San Francisco Culinary Alli- 
ance; and John F. Crowley, 
assistant secretary of the 
labor council. 

It noted that an increasing 
number of automobiles using 
Golden Gate Park threat- 
ened to destroy its recrea- 
tional value to San Fran- 
ciscans. 

James Ludwig announced 
the Grant Avenue Association 
and the Maiden Lane Associa- 
tion back the parkway route, 
which would take 70,000 cars 
daily off city streets at once. 


r 



This is how Golden Gate Park appeared in 1953 when 
the Department of Public Works was improving the 
main drive of the park and the Panhandle. Despite 
the uprooted ugliness caused by the project, the 
park's classic beauty was soon restored, The Pan- 
handle-Park Freeway plan has aroused fears among 


some that the loveliness of the greenery would be dis- 
turbed by the construction project. But it would only 
be temporary, as it was . in May 1953, and within 
months, according to experts, park habituees would 
never realize freeway tunnels were- beneath them. 



; i guishedolc^ictorianTouiId- J 

■ ings. 1 

, City planners "brought 
forth the scheme because 
they shared the concern in 
■some quarters that the 
State’s proposals were' too 
destructive, yet planners, 
were “satisfied on the basis 
i of technical traffic studies a 
; freeway is- needed.” 

Planning Director James 
• R. McCarthy also predicted 
; that the City proposal wil’ 

; render the Panhandle fai 
. more usable to residents oi 
: the surrounding neighbor- 
; hoods. 

Under existing heavy traf- 
I fic conditions on Oak and 
; Fell Streets, McCarthy con- 
tends, the Panhandle serves 
I merely as a green center 
; island, which is noisy and 
hazardous to approach. 

I A SUBWAY 

The new City plan would 
modify State alternate plan 
F, , retaining Oak and Fell 
Streets on cantilever struc- 
tures. A four land freeway 
would travel in a submerged 

( slot beneath Oak and Fell, 
extending eastward via a 
tunnel under the Fillmore 
Street hill to connection with 
the Central Freeway at 
Civic Center. 

The planners’ route m- 
, i eludes the State features of 
; ! a four lane subway under 
• Main Drive of Golden Gate 
I Park and a short four lane 
; tunnel under the extreme 
■ northeast corner of the park, 

I tieing into a submerged Ful- 
ton Street thoroughfare. 

; A submerged and double-, 

I ; decked traffic artery would 
; take the traffic through the 
; I Park-Presidio corridor, dis- 
I ; turbing only the homes in 
! the vicinity of 12th Avenue 
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.City and Its Parkway 


By RUSS CONE 

While Save the Park enthusiasts today abandon 
themselves in the Golden Gate Park polo field to the 
joy of fighting freeways, scores of worried public of- 
ficials and professionals will be doing their home- 
work on the latest Panhandle Parkway plan. 

The new scheme comes with a 5-1 indorsement 
by the City Planning Commission. 

It extracts much of the sting from a State park- 
way plan which the Board of Supervisors is expected 
to reject outright tomorrow. 

The new plan deals essentially with the segment 
of parkway along Golden Gate Park Panhandle, be- 
tween Stanyan and Webster Streets. 


Where the State plan involved removal of 487 
properties with 2,101 dwelling units, the new plan 
would take only 256 improvements with 1,118 dwell- 
ing units. 

It would leave untouched the strip of Oak Street 
homes between Stanyan and Baker Streets. 

It extends the Panhandle seven blocks toward 
Civic Center in keeping with the far-sighted proposal 
by Daniel Burnham in 1905. 

It thus would add 7.7 acres to the total park acre- 
age, create an esthetic urban green strip through an 
area of Western Addition which is struggling, without 
City help to rehabilitate its reservoir of distin- 


saved under the modified plan "F" as suggested 
by the City Planning Commission. 


You are looking east on Oak Street, parallel to 
the Park Panhandle. All these houses would be 
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eners Approve It 


By RAY CHRISTIANSEN 

The Panhandle Parkway 
project had the enthusias- 
tic support of the Golden 
Gate Park’s 450 gardeners 
yesterday. 

“Some of these men 
have tended the park’s 
trees, - lawns and flower 
beds for more than 45 
years,” said John P. Mc- 
Laughlin, head of the Mu- 
nicipal Park Employes 
Union. 

“If they thought the 
Panhandle Parkway was 
going to hurt the park, 
they’d be the first to tell 
you about it— they’d yell 
so loud you’d be able to 
hear them a mile away.” 

But, McLaughlin em- 
phasized, the men of Park 
Employes Local 311 
“think the Parkway is go- 
ing to make the park bet- 
ter than ever” and have 
voted to indorse the proj- 
ect. 

McLaughlin is a vig- 
orous man who has spent 
the past 30 years in the 
park, first as a gardener 
and then as' the full-time 
leader of Local 311. 

He is the nephew of 
the John P. McLaughlin 


who, with Mike Casey — 
the father of Supervisor 
Joe Casey — organized 
San Francisio Teamsters 
Local 85, one of the most 
powerful labor organiza- 
tions in the City today. 

For many years he 
worked as a gardener un- 
der John McLaren, the 
park superintendent 
who created Golden Gate 
Park . from the sand 
dunes. 

“Uncle John (McLaren) 
thought people ought to 
drive slowly through the 
park and enjoy its 
beauty,” McLaughlin re- 
called. 

“He felt so strongly 
about this he’d send out 
gangs at night to dig 
chuck holes in the new 
roads they were always 
running through his 
park,” ' McLaughlin re- 
lated with a chuckle. 

“Of course they caught 
up with him and made 
him stop that sort of 
thing; but believe me he 
did everything possible to 
keep those roads in a nice 
state of disrepair — they 



Park Commission has 
been knocking out far 
more trees for parking 
lots and recreational fa- 


cilities than this Parkway 
will ever take,” he said. 


john p. McLaughlin 


sure slowed up traffic 
through the park.” 

McLaughlin said Mc- 
Laren fought like a tiger 
to “keep them from put- 
ting in that drive between 
19th Avenue and Park 
Presidio — but he lost, 

“He wanted them to put 
in a tunnel,” McLaughlin 
recalled, “and you can 
bet he would have gone 
all out for the Panhandle 
Parkway because it will 
tunnel under, not cut 
through, Uncle John’s 
park.” . 

McLaughlin cannot 
figure out how anybody 
can believe that the Park- 
way will “ruin the park.” 

“The Recreation and 


“Why even the garden 
clubs that are now yelling 
‘Save Our Park’ keep ask- 
ing us to cut down more 
trees to give their flowers 
more sun! 

“Much of Golden Gate 
Park is a mess today— an 
overgrown jungle. 

“When they cover the 
Parkway subway through 
the park, the State and 
Federal governments are 
going to clean up the 
jungle and leave the park 
in the best condition 


you’ve ever seen. 

“This is going to give 
The City far more usable . 
park space and is going 
to give city gardeners a 
bigger park to take 
care of. 

“Nobody who really 
understands this project 
could oppose it — the 
Parkway is okay and 
we’re all for it.” 




The Board 
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Day Ahead 


San Francisco’s supervis- 
ors will- deal with The City’s 
controversies today, ranging 
from the record $347,591,585 
-budget through birth control 
to whether a permanent Hu- 
man Rights Commission 
should be established. 

The board also will con- 
sider freeway routes and 
will be asked to give final 
passage to the new, R-3 ordi- 
nance which limits the mass 
of future ' apartment build- 
togs. 

Although the freeway 
issue will overshadow all 
other problems, neither the 
budget nor remaining issues 
are expected to slide through 
the' board without debate. 

The budget, even with $5 
million pared from the May- 
or’s original requests, stands 
$16,816,222 above last year's 
program of spendin g. If 






passed it will hike the cur- 
rent tax, rate 70 cents to 
$9.52, a record high. 

The birth control issue in- 
volves acceptance or rejec- 
tion or a $10,840 gift of a 
Saratoga woman to finance 
dissemination of free infor- 
mation on contraceptives. It 
reached the board without 
recommendation from the 
supervisors’ finance commit- 
tee. 

The measure failed to re- 
ceive a “do pass” recommen- 
dation last week when fi- 
nance committee members 
Clarissa McMahon and Jo- 
seph Tinney, both Catholics, 
said they are not convinced 
birth control is a field in 
which government should 
participate. 

The Human Rights ordi- 
nance would make a perma- 
nent agency of the Mayor’s 15 
member interim Commission 
on Human Rights. It has been 
presented to the board with a 
unanimous recommendation 
from the supervisors’ public 
health and welfare committee 
despite protests from busi- 
ness and real estate agents 
against giving the commis- 
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The Facts About 


S. F. EISNER 


e Parkway 


Here are facts about the modified Panhandle Park- 
way recommended by the City Planning Commission: 

IT WOULD extend the Golden Gate Park Panhandle 
greensward 7 blocks to Webster Street, adding 7.7 acres 
to park area. 

IT WOULD take 983 fewer dwelling units that the 
State’s Parkway plan. 

IT WOULD disturb Golden Gate Park Main Drive, 
from Stanyan Street to Park-Presidio Blvd. for only two 
years during construction of a 4-lane subway. 

The 100-foot-wide construction strip WOULD BE 
FULLY RESTORED at State expense to park and rec- 
reation use, according to desires of the City. 




Some 7Q, 000. daily vehicle trips now cluttering neigh- 
borhood streets in the corridor between Haight and Cali- 


fornia Streets WOULD BE SIPHONED into the park- 
way. 

Engineers estimate the vehicle accident rate in this 
corridor WOULD BE CUT BY 500 A YEAR. Three lives 
a year would be spared. 

The City’s Federal-State highway network WOULD 
BE TIED TOGETHER FOR the first time, removing 
through truck traffic from City streets. 


sipn the power to issue sub- 
poenas. 

The passage of the R-3 zon- 
ing ordihance, which halves 
the number of units which 
can be constructed on a build- 


ing site— from one unit per 
400 feet to one per 800 feet — 
has won the supervisors ap- 
proval on a first vote last 
week. Final passage today is : 
expected to be routine. 


SF Women Leaders 
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Back the Parkway 
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S. F. EXAMINER 

By CLAIRE LEEDS 
Leading San Francisco 
women in business, pro- 
fessions and civic organ- 
izations added their 
voices yesterday to 
mounting community 
support for the Pan- 
handle Parkway plan. 

Deploring the emotion- 
alism which has thus far 
obscured and distorted 
the facts behind the pro- 
posal, they offered these 
comments. 

Miss Mary Lou Slusher, 
assistant vice president 
and secretary of Golder 
Gate Bank and an office: 
in the Peninsula District, 
California Federation of 
Business and Professional 
Women’s Clubs: ' 

“Construction of the 
parkway is not only vital 
to the city’s future, it is 
a completely workable 
plan. After studying the 
various plans, I am con- 
vinced that a properly en- 
gineered tunnel will do 
the job Without in any 
way detracting from the 
beauty of the park.” 

Mrs. Marie Bennett, 



MAiRY LOU SLUSHER 
'"Vital to the city" 


MARIE BENNETT 
"The Best Interest" 


the San Francisco 
Women’s Legislative 
Council’s representative 
at the supervisors’ free- 
way hearings: 

I have attended all the 
meetings, pro and con, 
and there is no doubt in 
my mind that the Divi- 
sion of Highways pro- 


-posal is in the best in- 
terest of the city. The 
parkway would revitalize 
the Haight-Ashbury dis- 
trict alone by taking traf- 
fic off the streets, re- 
ducing the acrid 
and 
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Vote by 
Supervisors 


By RUSS CONE 
A panicky Board of 
( Supervisors is expected to 
reject st,ate Panhandle 
Parkway plans today, de- 
spite mounting commu- 
nity support for the pro- 
posed $123,000,000 route 
and a decline in the citi- 
zen protest which false 
claims had earlier gen- 
erated. 

This despite the fact that 
an anti-freeway rally in Gold- 
en Gate Park yesterday, ad- 
vertised as expecting 100, OOP 
persons, drew only 5,000, ae 
cording to police estimates. 


MAY RECONSID 1 
Some 20 of the 26 
borhood club which 
the Citizens Committ 
Save Golden Gate Park, meet 
tonight to reconsider. 

A modified parkway plan 
recommended by 5-1 vote of 
the City Planning Commission 
would save 983 Oak St. dwell- 
ings, thus eliminating the 
basic objection of the San 
Francisco Council of District 
Merchants Association. 

The new plan, also, would’. 
,add 7.7 acres to the Panhan- 
dle by extending it seven 
blocks to Webster St. 

Only the state parkway 
[plans, which Supervisor Wil- 
liam C. Blake’s Streets Com- 
mittee rejected last week, are 
at issue at the moment, how- 
ever. $.• j{ ' ' 



ee, in 
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Since the Blake committee 
acted, the San Francisco La- 
bor Council AFL-CIO joined 
the Teamsters Union, the 
Chamber of Commerce, Re- 
tail Dry Goods Association 
and other groups favoring the' 
parkway route. 

The entire board, further- 
more, will receive first results 
of a Chamber of Commerce 
survey of motorists using 
i. downtown garages. 
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MARIE BENNETT 
"The Best Interest" 

-posal is in the best in- 
terest of the city. The 
parkway would revitalize 
the Haight-Ashbury dis- 
trict alone by taking traf- 
fic off the streets, re- 
ducing the a ccii 
and 


ISABEL C. GREINER 
"For the freeway" 

Mrs. Jane McKaskle, 
social welfare leader and 
past president, Union 
Square Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Clubs: 

“A tunnel Under north- 
east corner of the park is 
entirely reasonable, since 
it would result in both 
minimum destruction of 
residential property and 
the ultimate restoration 
and beautification of the 
park surface itself.” 

Mrs. Isabel C. Greiner, 
past president of Queen’s.. 
Bench and Sa 


JANE McKASKLE 
"Entirely reasonable" 

and who is 100 per cent 
for the Panhandle free- 
way. I could not take such 
a stand unless I were con- 
vinced that it would en- 
hance, rather than de- 
stroy esthetic values.” 

Mrs. Vida Herold, pres- 
ident, Soroptimist Club 
of San Francisco, a San 
Francisco real estate 
broker for 23 years and a 
resident of the Richmond 
District: 

“The opposition has 
been utterly stupid, and 
ot at all representative 
ither of San Franciscans 
[S a whole, or of those 
ho truly love cur park. 
' ese people rave about 
’ing a few trees, when 



VIDA HEROLD 
"Not representative" 

trees can be replaced but 
think nothing of a ' far 
more devastating alterna- 
tive — the destruction of 
many hundreds of im- 
placable homes.” 

Mrs. Mary Waters 
Crook: President of the 
San Francisco Business 
and Professional Women’s 
Club, and assistant to the 
State Inheritance Tax ap- 
praiser: “Speaking as an 
individual and as a former 
resident of New York City, 
I can see no other choice 
than to face this freeway 
issue now, before the city 
becomes hopelessly 
choked with traffic. The 
tunnel under the park is 
the only sensible solution. 
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:ee, in accordance 
with standard traffic engi- 
neering survey practices. 

It is designed to show what 
types of road are preferred by 
motorists who drive down- 
town on a given day. 

In freeway matters, how- 
ever, the Supervisors have al- 
ways shown more dread of 
voluminous petitions and mass 
citizen turnouts than respect 
for organizations, studies or 
technical advice. 

If the Supervisors accept 
the Blake committee stand it 
leaves the board on record as 
favoring a 1.7 mile Pacific 
Heights tunnel as a link be- 
tween Golden Gate Bridge and 
existing freeway at Civic Cen- 
ter. 

This must be considered by 
the State Highway Commis- 
sion when it holds a public 
hearing on the parkway and 
tunnel plans at 10 a. m. Thurs- 
day in the War Memorial Au- 
ditorium. 

John Hirten, executive di- 
rector of the San Francisco 
Planning and Urban Renewal 
Association, .yesterday made 
clear, “We definitely oppose 
the tunnel. That’s for sure.” 

Hirten flatly denied a pub- 
lished report that his organi- 
zation opposes the new park- 


ve not opposed it because 
we haven’t discussed it Our, 
committee is going to con- 
tinue its meetings. We are 
definitely for completion of 
the freeway system.” 
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Here are facts about the 
modified Panhandle Park- 
way recommended by the 
City Planning Commission: 

It would extend Golden 
Gate Park Panhandle seven 
blocks to Webster Street, 
adding 7.7 acres to the 
greensward. 

It would save 983 dwelling’ 
units which lay in the path 
of a State parkway plan. 

City park workmen re- 
place 2,000 to -3,000 trees a 
year in normal mainte- 
nance of Golden Gate Park. 
The parkway project would 
involve replacement of only 
145 trees in Golden Gate 
Park. 

It would take two years to 
construct a traffic subway 
under Main Drive, from 
Stanyan Street to 10th 
Avenue. 

Park surfaces disturbed 
during construction would 
be fully restored according 
to wishes of city recreation 
and park officials and with 
state funds. 

Engineers estimate vehi- 
cle accidents in the park- 
way corridor would be cut 
500 a year because 70,000 
trips daily would be drawn 
off city streets into the 
parkway. Three lives a year 
would be saved. 
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FPUNNEL Bill Blake’s hanging jury, 
as expected, gave the proposed 
Panhandle Freeway its impatient at- 
tention, and then got down to the 
purpose of the meeting, to wit, a 
hanging. One Supervisor, Mrs. 
Clarissa McMahon, didn’t even wait 
around to hear everything. She just 
announced her verdict and left, a 
maneuver which was considerably 
more honest than the farcical formal- 
ities which Tunnel Bill trod heavily 
through before doing what everybody 
knew in advance he was going to do. 

When I think of Tunnel Bill’s im- 
permeable skull, I am reminded of 
the late Supervisor Jim McSheehy’s 
speech prologue: “Ladies, I am about 
to give you some facts to keep in 
your heads, which I am sure are con- 
crete.” 

Concrete facts, concrete free- 
ways, concrete heads — it’s a hard life 
| at City Hall these days. 

Obvious Charlatan 

At no time since I have been ob- 
serving them have the Supervisors 
been an outstanding brave body, God 
wot. It has always been possible to 
gather up six or seven frightening old 
ladies, set them to yammering at a 
committee hearing, and send thp 
Board members scurrying to climb 
the walls to get out of harm’s way. 
Lately, however, I have been utterly 
astonished that even a traditionally 
craven bunch would accept leader- 
ship from such an obvious charlatan 
as Tunnel Bill. 

In my day, sonny, Supervisor 
Blake was pretty much a figure of 
fun around the Board. Comic relief 
on a dull Monday afternoon meeting 
period, a spare Supervisor to be as- 
signed to obscure committees that 
had to be staffed by somebody, any- 
body. 

What has happened? Blake, who 
once argued blithely on both sides of 
the freeway issue (against ’em here, 
for ’em in Sacramento) desperately 
grabbed at freeways as a publicity 
generator, reaped his headlines and 
found them good. I don’t believe 
Blake knows any more about free- 
ways than does my Beagle hound; 
the point is, he doesn’t have to. Hav- 


ing learned his lines, all six of them, 
he need merely recite them on every 
possible occasion. 

It would be a fit subject for fun, 
the antic capering of our Lord of Mis- 
rule, if only it were not clearly indi- 
cative of the sure, steady decay of 
The City’s legislative branch. We 
have to be serious once in a while, 
even about City Hall, and the in- 
effectiveness of our Board of Super- 
visors is as good a topic as any to 
view with alarm. ' 

Rocking the Boat 

At one time in the rapidly re- 
ceding past, the Supervisors occa- 
sionally faced up to The City’s prob- 
lems, distasteful as it was to them to 
do this, and acted. 

The early evidence of the pres-, 
ently crippling disease was plain to 
,be seen, however. Now the Board’s 
instinct to do nothing, wherever pos- 
sible, has developed into nearly com- 
plete paralysis. Besides Tunnel Bill, 
the present Board has for another of 
its luminaries The Little Dentist, Doc 
Charlie Ertola — in the words of his 
admirers, “a nice little guy who keeps 
his mouth shut.” 

Between Loudmouth and No- 
mouth, the difference is merely one 
of decibels. The guiding principle is 
the same: “Whatever you do, don’t 
DO anything.” 

The situation at City Hall has 
been seized upon quite cynically by 
those who, for one reason or another 
— not all of them non-commercial — 
would seek to keep San Francisco a. 
quaint Harding Era village. 

Like an Old Clock 

Population is not only declining, 
it is changing radically in composi- 
tion. Everything in town is worn out, 
used up, obsolete — from the dim 
street lights to the fuming buses. The 
City has been running down like an 
old clock, and our legislators have 
discovered it is more comfortable to 1 
sit and watch the pendulum than to f 
get up Jf their duffs and turn the 1 
crank. It’s crisis time, but the Quaint- I 
ness Brigade has ordered sleeping 1 
pills all around. As they say in the I 
cartoons, ZZZZZZ. f 




Board Votes 

war 1919&4. 

Study of New 
Parkway Plan 


S. F. EXAMINER 
Shelley-The 

Best Yet 


By RUSS CONE 

A complete study of 

the Panhandle Parkway 
plan, bearing the City 
Planning Commission seal 
of approval and an unex- 
pected vote of confidence 
from Mayor John F. Shel- 
ley, was ordered yester- 
day by an 8-1 vote of the 
Board of Supervisors. 

And last night new impetus 
was given to the Planning 
Commission parkway pro- 
posal when representatives 
of 20 neighborhood groups, 
which previously had op- 
posed a Panhandle Parkway, 
called for a thorough study of 
the new, modified plan. 

The call for the study was 
made by the San Francisco 
Council of District Merchants 
Association. 

The new plan would save 
983 dwellings along Oak| 
Street and would extend the;. 
Panhandle greensward 7i 
blocks to Webster St. 

Planning Director James 
ft. McCarthy was instructed 
to take it before the Cali- 
fornia Highway Commission 
here Thursday. 

Streets Committee Chair- 
man William C. Biake said 
he would give McCarthy two 
or three weeks to circulate j 
information about the new 
plan before Blake’s commit- 
tee holds a public hearing. 

Other developments; 

• Shelley' told his morn- 
ing prfts conference the 
new parkway plan “is a sub- 
stantial improvement - over 
what was recommended by' 
the State Highway Engineer, 
it’s-the best, proposal 
yet 


the new plan “a 
thorough and full 
soon as practical. 

The vote carried despite 
advice of President John Jay 
Ferdon that the new plan al- 
ready resides in Blake’s com- 
mittee “and some day soon, 

I trust, Mr.. Blake will take 
appropriate action.” 

1 The dissenter was George 
Moscone, who drew applause 
from an overflow crowd of 
j 400 .persons. as he angrily de- 
nounced the parkway amid '“imaginative 
I insinuations that crowds in- soluble.” 

| fluence supervisors’ votes. Noting that McCarthy is 

Moscone said he wasn’t some ti mes familiarly called 


Mayor Con 
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and perhaps 


YOUNG AND OLD AT THE BOARD'S PARKWAY HEARING 
Aeplause and cheers for remarks against the Panhandle project 

IWiif - ■" 


lly WILL 
Mayor John F. Shelley 
the modified Panhandle ' 
Commission recommends. 

Shelley declared “the i 
homes. . . .” 

“This modification h 
many more possibilities a: 
it. should be studied witho 
prejudice. ... We must ha 
a crosstown freeway and 
must be tied into a southe 
freeway,” he said. 

The new parkway pi 
saves 983 dwelling units whi 
the State plan eliminated, a 


afraid of losing the votes qi 
some 13,000 persons who 
signed- antl-pa rkwav ■ peti- 
tions. He - added; “but if i 
12,000 people in this city, 


rightly or wroh'gly, are this 
much against any plan, then 
I think it behooves us as San tear coursing d o w n its 
Franciscans to sit down and. cheeks.” 


“greenbelt” for his persist- 
ent support of park expan- 
sions, Tinney pointed out 
that two years ago Blake’s 
committee “willy nilly vot- 
ed to slice 14 acres off Bal- 
boa Park without a single 


listen to what they say:” 

He later confessed “I’m 
against the Panhandle free- 
way. ... This won’t pass— 


ever. 


He already had heard 
I Blake dp aw thun derous ap- 


*s-the best proposal af_all,' 

*•” c F, EXAMINER 

• Supervisors, as expected, 


disapproved by ; 8 to.l 
parkway plans drafted by this 
State. Di vision of Highway sj 
jii .n joint city-state survey of 
ways to link Golden Gate 
Bridge with the existing free- 
way at Civic Center. 


plaus by asserting that the 
petitioners, who’d been told 
wrongly the parkway would 
ruin Golden Gate Park, “are 
residents and taxpayers of 
San Francisco. 

“They don’t want a free 
way in Goldefe Gate Pars, 
around Golden Gate Park or 
near Golden ate Park!” 

Morrison braved the 
groans of the audience as he 
moved to insure considera- 
tion of the new parkway 
plan, noting “I think this 
proposal is very promising 
and if it stands up under 
careful scrutiny, certainly 
we ought to adopt it. 

“One thing is perfectly 
clear,” Morrison said. “That 
is that the Panhandle align- 
ment offers the best traffic 
service to San Francisco.” 

Even should a parkway 
route be adopted, Morrison 
went on, San Francisco 
must start thinking in terms 
of restricting downtown auto 
use, enhancing rapid transit 
service and providing ade- 
quate parking lest “auto 
jraffie ruin US-” 

Joseph E. Tinney rose to 


He also took Moscone to 
task for saying landscape 
architect Lawrence Hal- 
prin’s views in favor of the 
parkway were “tainted with 
bias.” 

Declared Tinney” I doubt 
very much that man we 
specified to make this study 
and -who has an interna- 
tional reputation would jeop- 
ardize his standing ... We 
must realize that his integ- 


rity would be out greatest 
assurance . . .” 

The board action in re- 
jecting State parkway plans 
specifically refrained “a t 
this time from taking any 
official position”, on Blake’s 
tunnel plan. 

Despite the temper of the 
audience, supervisors had 
witnessed a growing deluge 
of telegrams, letters and calls 
from organized labor and 
business organizations Who 
favor the .parkway. 

They view it as a neces- 
sary tying together of San 
Francisco’s highway system, 
essential to continued econ- 
omic growth and job oppor- 
tunities. 

The Chamber of Com- 
merce survey was conduct- 
ed by its streets, highway 
and bridges section, with 
traffic engineering guid- 
ance. 


From Panhai 


• The San Francisco defend the Planning Corn- 
Chamber of Cbmmerce mission, which brought 
handed supervisors prelimin- forth its • modified parkway 
ary results of a one-day sur- plan last Thursday, just in 


vey of motorists using six 
major downtown garages. It 
showed three-fifth prefer a 
parkway and tunnel freeway 
link. 

Even Blake, author of a 
Pacific Heights Tunnel plan 
mid opponent of the park, 
way, voted for Jack Mor- 
rison’s motion to guarantee 


time for a Blake committee 
hearing. . 

Tinney noted that plan- 
ners have been in the mid- 
dle of the freeway problem 
from the beginning and had 
only a few weeks to re- 
spond to the latest State 
recommendation. 

Their plan he labeled 


Survey of Motorists 


f)rrvers Prefer Parkway Plan 
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A s u r v O-y of motorists 
using six mfijor downtown 
garages showed 941 of 1,631 


who replied are in favor of 
driving to downtown on a 
parkway and short subways,- 
the San Fraffcisco Chamber 
of Commerce reported yes- 
terday. 

Among thqse who replied 
to the poll of the Chamber’s 
Streets, Highways and 
Bridges Section, 342 said 
they preferred to use city 
streets and 270 seemed to 
favor' the proposed Pacific 
; Heights Tunnel route, 
j The survey, prepared with 
advice of a traffic engineer, 
was 'designed to sample 
driver opinion on the type of 
trafficway they would use to 
come downtown. 

, The Chamber is one of 
many business and labor or- 
ganizations which support 
the Panhandle Parkway 
route, now under discussion 


S. F. Engineers 
Urge Freeway 


The Golden Gate chapter 
of the California Society of 
Professional Engineers an- 
nounced it favors a new San 
Francisco freeway. 

The chapter urged the 
State Highway Commission 
expedite “this badly needed 
facility.” 

Directors of the 20-mem- 
ber San Francisco Council 
of District Merchants Asso- 
ciation agreed to reconsider 
the parkway alignment, 
which they had previously 
opposed. 


at City Hall. 

' Committee Chairman 
Oscar Fisher stressed the 
traffic service of 130,000 
vehicle trips daily which the 
parkway offers San Fran- 
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tree planting program the 
past several years the Cham- 
ber reports 40,000 trees have 
been planted throughout San 
Francisco. 

“We are not aroused by 
deliberate misstatements nor 
hysteria brought about by 
circulation of ‘false foMc ’ ” 
Fisher declared. 


ciscans, the safety factor 
which makes driving a free- 
way 5 times safer than city 
streets and the Chamber’s 
staunch defense of the city 
park system. • 

As co-sponsor of a street 
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AERIAL PHOTO SHOWS THE PATH OF THE PROPOSE! 

S. F, EXAMINER 

rnHIS AERIAL PHOTO shows the unique off-street path 
*• of the proposed modified Panhandle Parkway which 
would connect The City’s freeway system between Golden 
Gate Bridge and Civic Center; 

From the Bridge it follows the existing path of the 
Park-Presidio Boulevard approach, tunneling beneath the 
Presidio Golf Course, and traveling in a two-decked, but 
depressed structure along the present Park-Presidio route. 

There would be on and off ramps— no cloverleafs— at 
Lake and Fulton Streets. One branch would run in a de- 
pressed section below Fulton Street, disturbing no prop- 


erties from 10th Ayem 
under the extreme nort 

Another branch wo 
ning for the most part 
.9 miles under the par 
Street. This would be b 
of way 100 feet wide, 
restored following con 
months per segment. 

From Stanyan Str 
Street and one along O 
existing freeway at Civ 
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Modifje^Parkway 

S"< 15y WILLIAM O’BRIEN 

Mayor John F. Shelley came out solidly yesterday for 
the modified Panhandle Parkway which his Planning 
Commission recommends. 

Shelley declared “the plan will save a great number of 


homes. . .- .” 

“This modification has 
many more possibilities and 
it should be studied without 
prejudice. ... We must have 
a crosstown freeway and it 
must be tied into a southern 
freeway,” he said. 

The new parkway plan 
saves 983 dwelling units which 
the State plan eliminated, and 


it adds seven blocks to the 
over-all length of the Pan- 
handle open landscape. 

. It will be heard .by the 
Supervisors’ Streets Commit- 
tee as a substitute for State 
iparkway schemes which the 
entire Board of Supervisors 
rejected Monday. 

The Supervisors acted in 
the face of a vocal minority 


which opposes any new free- 
way or any tampering with 
the park, despite a rising tide 
of support for the parkway 
route alignment which would 
serve 130,000 daily auto trips 
by San Franciscans. 

Shelley aides had witnessed 
tlie emotion-charged Super- 
visors’ hearing Monday and 
the Mayor asserted, “Abov’e 
all, tlie Supervisors should 
separate their emotions from 
the facts when considering 
this new proposal.” 

He noted too, that, the re- 
vised plan is a "definite step" 
tar ward since the Super- 
visors’ freeway revolt of six 
years am. r • 

"Now 'at feast we have a 
specific and . concrete pro- 
posal . . . one that is more 
adaptable lo San Francisco's 
needs — and it interferes with 
fewer homes,” he said. 


He said San Franciscans 
must realize “there never 
will be a freeway plan ac- 
ceptable to everyone” and 
added that "if we just keep 
sitting, we will be a hole in 
a doughnut.’’ 

Asked if he thought the 
supervisors should’ cling to 
their announced policy of 
favoring only the crosstown 
tunnel project, sponsored by 
Supervisor William Blake, 
the Mayor replied: 

"in September,' 1963 m the 
midst of a heated mayoral 
campaign was a famous and 
illegitimate nuptial arrange- 
ment out. of which Blossom 
Rock, a Harold Dobbs spon- 
sored tube project to Marin 
County, a tubd around the 
end of the bay. and the Blake 
Tunnel were tied together. 

"it served its purpose for 
the moment but I think the 


board will have to take a new 
look and change the policy 
on tunnels,” said Sheliby 
The revised plan also re- 
ceived the indorsement yes- 
terday of Chief Administra- 
tive Officer Sherman Ducket 
as "an excellent plan add 
one I hope they (the super- 
visors) approve.” 
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Parkway on TV 

. A Public hearing by the State Highway Commission- 
on tlie Panhandle Parkway plan tomorrow will be tele- 
vised live on Channel 9-by KQED, San Francisco’s non- 
commercial educational station. 

The hearing will begin at 10 a. m. in Veterans 
Memorial Auditorium and continue through the after- 
noon. 

The program will be rebroadcast on video tape at 
9 p. m. tomorrow. S ' 
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Here are" Some facts about 
the modified Panhandle 
Parkway recommended by 
the City Planning Commis- 
sion and dur for hearing by 
the supervisors’ Streets 
Committee: 

It would serve 130,000 ve- 
hicle trips daily by San Fran- 
cisco motorists. 

It would syphon 70,000 of 
these trips from residential 
stree5s around the Golden 
Cate Park Panhandle corri- 
‘•dor. 

It would eliminate need of 
making Grove, Hayes, Page 
land Haight Streets one-way 


am- 


San 


Examiner Aerial Photo by Fran Ortiz 


About the 
Plan 


from Stanyan to Market 
Streets. 

It would reduce traffic ac- 
cidents in surrounding resi- 
dential streets by 500 a year, 
probably save three lives a 
year. 

It would preserve 983 
dwelling units along Oak 
Street that would have been 
-destroyed under previous 
plans. 

It would extend the Pan- 
. .handle greensward 7 blocks 
to Webster Street, adding 7.7 
acres 5o the overall Pan- 
handle and Golden Gate Park 
open area. 


WS THE PATH OF THE PROPOSED MODIFIED PANHANDLE PARKWAY TO GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE 


:f-street path 
rkway which 
ween Golden 

path of the 
; beneath the 
i-decked, but 
residio route, 
overleafs— at 
run in a de- 
ing no prop- 


erties from 10th Ayenue . to Stanyan St. , and tunneling 
under the extreme northeast corner of Golden Gate Park. 

Another branch would enter a shallow subway, run- 
ning for the most part beneath Main Drive, a distance of 
.9 miles under the park surface to an outlet at Stanyan 
Street. This would be built in 1,000-foot lengths on a right 
of way 100 feet wide. The surface would be completely 
restored following construction periods of four to six 
months per segment. 

From Stanyan Street, one section runs along Fell 
Street and one along Oak Street, directly to connect with 
existing freeway at Civic Center. 


The surface of Oak and Fell Streets would be 
rebuilt on cantilever sections without disturbing adjoining 
homes north and south of the parkway. The parkway 
would be on a submerged path, partially, cpvered by the 
street above. 

'Width of the Panhandle would be trimmed 40 to 50 
feet. But the greenbelt would be extended seven blocks 
to Webster Street, adding 7.7 acres overall to the park 
and bringing much needed open area to a large new 
segment of the Fillmore District. 

The parkway tunnels under the Fillmore hill and ties 
into existing freeway just to the right of this aerial view. 
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Map shows how city streets in the vicinity of Golden Gate Park Panhandle must be changed to handle 
growing % traffic loads if the modified Panhandle Parkway is not constructed. 
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By RUSS CONE 

City Engineer Clifford 
Geertz reported yesterday 
that 18 major changes in 
streets around Golden Gate 
Park Panhandle will he re- 
quired to accommodate traf- 
fic. unless the Panhandle 
Parkway is built. 

These involve making one- 
way thoroughfares of Grove, 
’Hayes, Page and Haight 
Streets, from Stanyan to Mar- 
ket Streets.. 


It involves cutting two new 
Streets through Golden Gate 
!Park behind McLaren Lodge 
‘to tie Grove and Hayes with 
Main Drive. 


It means narrowing side- 
walks on sections-of Grove, 
.Hayes, Page, Haight and 
Turk Streets. 

It means imposing tow- 
sway restrictions on t h e s e 
same sections of Grove, 
"Hayes, Haight and Page and 
qff'Golden Gate Avenue, from 
(Sough to Parker Streets. 

It means widening Stan- 
yan, from Haight to Freder- 
ick Streets.; Kezar, from Lin- 
coln Way to Stanyan; Bridge, 
from .Kezar to Main Drive, 
and Lincoln. Way, from 36th 


Avenue to Kezar. 

Geertz noted most of the 
millions required for this 
work must ome directly 
from San Francisco property 
taxpayers. 

And while these alterations 
in surface streets would help 
accommodate a “reasonably 
convenient flow of traffic” in 
this area in 1957, he added, 
‘it would be much more dis- 
ruptive than the freeway sys- 
tem.” 

This method of coping with 
growing traffic volumes, 
Geertz noted, would lower 
property values and make 
little dent on accident rates. 

These expansions of sur- 
face street capacity were set 
forth by Geertz two years 
ago when the Board of Su- 
pervisors asked him how San 
Francisco could handle traf- 
fic without new freeways. 

Costs and conditions have 
grown steadily worse since 
that time, Geertz pointed out. 

The city program of street 
improvement to handle free- 
way loads was given a $150,- 
ooo, 000 price tal. It involved 
taking 481 parcels of private 
property in various parts of 
The City. 


Such a local approach to 
the traffic problem, Geertz 
said, could be financed only 
through The City’s annual 
dole of $7,000,000 in gasoline 
tax revenue and an addition- 
al $9,000,000 from property 
taxes. 


If the streets were changed, 
they would still achieve peak 
hour congestion similar to 
the existing congestion on 


Van Ness Ave., 19th Ave. and 
Lombard St. 

“The incidental difficulty 
of access to the fronting prop- 
erties, the increased traffic 
noise, parking restrictions 
and the increased hazards to 
pedestrians,” Geertz report- 
ed, “will adversely affect the 
values of these properties for 
both commercial and residen- 
tial purposes.” 




Parkway 


Some Panhandle 
Parkway Facts 
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total park area although 
trimming its width by 40 
to 50 feet. 


$ 

.Here are some facts 
about The City’s new Pan- 
handle Parkway plan: 

It- would reduce traffic 
accidents in surrounding 
residential streets by 500 
a year, probably spare 
three lives a year. 

It would siphon 70,000 
trips daily from these 
streets at once. 

It would eliminate the 
immediate need for re- 
ducing sidewalk widths 
and converting Hayes, 
Grove, Page and Haight 
Streets to one-way opera^ 
tion. 

It would extend the Pan- 
handle green strip seven 
blocks to Webster St., 
adding 7,7 acres to the 


It would preserve 983 
dwelling units along Oak 
St., although 1,118 others 
lying east of Baker St., 
between Oak and Fell Sts. 
would have to go. 

It would eliminate need 
for cutting new roads into 
Golden Gate Park and 
would reduce traffic 
volume on park roads. 

It would change the 
Panhandle from its pres-, 
ent status as a center strip 
between two channels of 
fast-moving traffic to its 
intended use as park, 
easily accessible by pedes- 
trians. 


Panhandle 
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By RUSS CONE 

The California Highway 
Commission will bask in the 
heated debate over San Fran- 
cisco’s proposed Panhandle 
Parkway today. 

Chairman Robert B. Brad 
ford will convene a public 
hearing on the $123 million 
parkway at 10 a. m. in the 
auditorium of the War Me- 
morial Building at Civic Cen-. 
ter. 

Ironically, it may begin 
with elaborate explanation 
of two freeway plans which 
already have been discarded 
for all practical purposes. 

These are plans prepared 
by Chief State Highway En- 
gineer J. C. Womack for a 
Panhandle Parkway and a 
Pacific Heights Tunnel. 

The San Francisco super- 
visors voted 8-1 to reject 
Womack’s parkway plan last 
Monday. They deliberately 
refrained from taking a 


stand on the tunnel route. 
Womack had'-dishiissed it as 
not useful and too expensive. 

Serious attention is ex- 
pected to focus on a new City 
Planning Commission plan 
for the parkway which would 
reduce home destruction' by 
983 and extend the Pan- 
handle park area seven 
blocks. 


STILL UNDER STUDY 


Planning Director James 
R. McCarthy will present 
details of this plan, still 
under study by the super- 
visors and subject to further 
change. 

Among those expected to 
jam the auditorium will be 
scores of leaders of labor and 
business groups which favor 
the parkway alignment be- 
cause it would handle 130,000 
trips daily by San Francisco 
and provide maximum traf- 
fic service in and ouf, of the 
downtown business areas. 

A vocal body of residents 
whose homes would be taken 
or who are aroused by false 
claims that the parkway will 


ruin Golden Gate Park will 
be there. 

TV BROADCAST 

So will KQED television, 
which will broadcast the ses- 
sion live. 

Also there will be Super- 
visor William C. Blake, au- 
thor of the Pacific Heights 
Tunnel plan who will point 
to a paper indorsement of 
the tunnel which the Super- 
visors approved last October 
as City Hall’s official policy. 
Blake claims the indorsement 
stands. 

Following the all-day hear- 
ing, the Highway Commission 
is expected to take the issue 
under advisement. It may 
not actually recommend a 
route until June. 

Riding on eventual agree- 
ment between the Super- 
visors and the Highway Com- 
mission is $250 million in 
state and federal road funds, 
now earmarked for San Fran- 
cisco. 

State officials have made 
clpar the money is needed 
elsewhere in California’s 
highway network if San Fran 
cisco cannot agree to connect 
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up its dangling freeway sys- 
tem. 

Without this. connection; 
furthermore, these officials 
say they cannot justify 
studies leading to additional 
Bay crossings. Upward of $1 
billion in new transportation 
access to and through San 
Francisco the next decade is 
aUstake, they contend. 


Fresno Room Tax 


FRESNO — (UPI) — The 
Fresno County Board of Su- 
pervisors authorized a 4 per- 
cent hotel-motel room tax 
yesterday to be collected in 
the unincorporated areas of 
the county beginning July 1. 
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don't need that parkway!' 


'B-but, we don’t want YOU to be a tourist!' 
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A public heal ing by the State Highway Commission 
on the Panhandle Parkway plan today will be tele- 
vised live on Channel 9 by KQED, San Francisco's non- 
commercial educational station. 

The hearing will begin at 10 a. m. in Veterans 
Memorial Auditorium and continue through the after- 
noon. i 1 

The program will be rebroadcast on video tape at 

9 p. m. ^ ^ m 2 1 1964 
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The" City Planning Commission, an 
agency deeply concerned with the- 
preservation of San Francisco’s cher- 
ished values, is a firm advocate of 
the proposed Panhandle Parkway. Its 
written analysis was one of the most 
thoughtful documents on the subject 
we have seen. Here are the commis- 
sion’s concluding paragraphs: 

TN SUPPORTIlJ ft Ihe 2 pJtaLe 
route the City Planning Commis- 
sion is not unmindful of the priceless 
values of Golden Gate Park and the 
existing Panhandle and of the visual 
pleasure which their trees afford. 
But the automobile, in ever-increas- 
ing number, is choking the Park and 
the Panhandle corridor leading to it. 
The freeway will divert heavy 
streams of traffic from the Park and 
restore the Main Drive to its intended 
function as a recreational pleasure 
drive. 

Today, the Panhandle no longer 
serves its original purpose as a syl- 
van carri e approach to the Park. 
The heavy screen of shrubbery has 
I been removed, older trees have been 
• trimmed or removed, and the road- 
M way has been replaced with turf to 
W provide some usable open space for 
h the residents nearby. 

M But the Panhandle is not a quiet 


neighborhood park; rather it is a 
green median strip situated between 
eight lanes of fast-moving, heavy 
volume through traffic which cuts it 
off from the residents its serves. The 
“F” route would separate this heavy 
traffic on Fell and Oak Streets by de- 
pressing it, and foot bridges would 
make the Panhandle readily and 
safely accessible to the residential 
areas on either side. 

More important as a long-term 
benefit, the “F” route would extend 
the Panhandle as a visual and usable 
park eastward toward the Civic Cen- 
ter in accordance with one of the 
most imaginative proposals made by 
Daniel Burnham in 1905. San Fran- 
cisco lacked the foresight then to act 
upon his recommendation to stretch 
the Panhandle eastward from Baker 
to Octavia in a block-wide swath be- 
tween Fell and Oak Streets, but to- 
day we have a new opportunity to 
expend a little of the visioh and fore- 
sight which our successors will have 
expected of us. 

A massiVe planting of trees and 
shrubs and lawns between Baker and 
Scott Streets and possibly also over 
the tunnel from Scott and Pierce 
Streets to Webster Street and beyond 
to the Central Freeway will enhance 


the living values and the tax values 
of all properties nearby. 

The interest that recently has been 
amassed In preserving trees is one 
in which the City Planning Commis- 
sion is in general accord. The City 
Planning Commission, for example, 
initiated the action to acquire and 
hence preserve from the bulldozer 
some 17 prime acres of Sutro Forest 
on the east slopes of Mount Sutro. 

The City Planning Commission 
urges that the current interest in the 
preservation of open space and in the. 
planting of trees be directed to the 
new Panhandle Extension, and to 
other park areas in San Francisco: 
The barren, scarred slopes of Twin 
Peaks, to Bernal Heights, and to the 
shores of Lake Merced. San Fran- 
cisco should become a city of trees 
and not look upon Golden Gate Park ( 
as its sole oasis of green. 

OURELY Golden Gate Park is its 

finest gem, and as such it can be 
enhanced if its greatest marauder — 
the automobile — is channeled and 
controlled in special arteries de- 
signed in harmony with The City as 
a whole. We believe that much posi- 
tive good can be derived from the 
Panhandle Parkway, and that its ac- 
ceptance now will not be regretted 
later. 
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Making Progress 
On the Parkway 

rpHE BOARD of Supervisors has firmly pointed 

the Panhandle Parkwey problem in the right 
direction. 

It did so by two actions Monday. First it 
rejected the parkway route recommended by state 
engineers. Then it called for a thorough study of 
a modified plan, advanced by the City Planning 
Commission, that would save nearly 1,000 dwelling 
units and extend the Panhandle greensward seven 
-blocks eastward. 

That puts it up to the city and state tech- 
nicians, working together, to develop the modified 
plan to perfection. 

I 

We urge the state highway engineers to walk 
that extra mile with San Francisco on this one, 
sparing no expense. 

: For here is the promise of a freeway of a 

quality and sophistication existing nowhere else in 
-the world. 

Indeed we doubt that any freeway has ever 
been designed in any large city anywhere' that 
would require the taking of so few dwellings. 

Moreover, more than 90 percent of the entire 
parkway would be either in short tunnels , or be- 
neath city streets, thus complying with the Board 
of Supervisors policy mandate that all future free- 
ways be underground wherever possible. 

The action of the Board of Supervisors showed 
that the board was less concerned about the Park- 
Presidio and Golden Gate Park sections of the 
.parkway than with the sector running from Golden 
Gate Park downtown — the sector, in other words, 
where the most dwellings are threatened. 

This was an implied recognition by the board 
that Golden Gate Park would not be injured by 
-placing a freeway under it — that in fact the park . 
would be improved in the long run because traffic 
would be siphoned off the park surface. 

rpOO, THE Supervisors have come to recognize 
that the self-appointed Citizens Committee to 
Save Golden Gate Park does 'not speak for the 
great majority of San Francisco citizens. 

The miserable fiasco in the park Sunday, when 
the “Citizens Committee” promised a “monster 
rally” of 100,000 protesting citizens and drew a 
crowd of less than 5,000, despite the attraction of 
paid professional entertainers, revealed the move- 
ment for what it was: a calculated, synthetic 
scheme to create a popular protest where none 
existed. 

. The Panhandle Parkway is a hard problem 
for everyone concerned. Traffic must move. Yet 
The City’s beauty and fabric must be preserved. 
Only intelligent work and responsible conduct can 
resolve the conflict. Let’s keep it on that plane. 
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By RAY CHRISTIANSEN 

Examiner Labor Writer 


The Bay Area Maritime 
Trades Department of 100,- 
000 seamen, ship’s officers, 
shipyard workers, carpenters, 
operating engineers and 
other craftsmen urged speedy 
approval of the Panhandle 
Parkway yesterday. 

" The Panhandle route be- 
tween the Golden Gate 
Bridge and the Central Free- 
way had been indorsed 
earlier by the San Francisco 
Building Trades Council, the 
San Francisco Labor Council, 
the International Brother- 
hood of Teamsters, and the 
San Francisco Theatrical Fed- 
eration. 

MAJO RSVVEEP 

With the addition of the 
maritime trades group, virtu- 
ally all of organized labor in 
San Farncisco had recruited 
its support of the Panhandle 
Parkway project. 

The Bay Area Maritime 
Trades Department is headed 
by Morris Weisberger, secre- 
tary of the Sailors Union of 
the Pacific. Stan Lore of the. 
Carpenters Union is secre- 
tary-treasurer, and A1 Clem 
of the Operating Engineers is 
executive vice president. 

FOR AREA’S GROWTH 

“Our members are con- 
vinced that the parkway is 
needed to insure the con- 
tinued growth and vitality of 
the Bay area,” Weisberger 
said. 

He added that it was ur- 
gently needed to complete 
The City’s' own transporta- 
tion network and would per- 
mit the construction of addi- 
tional facilities. 

Bryan P. Deavers. presi- 
dent of the State Building 
Trades Council, urged all Bav 
area affiliates to send speak- 
ers to the televised State 
Highway Commission hearing 
in the auditorium of the War 
Memorial Building today. 

BILLION IN WORK 

“Over SI billion in con- 
struction depends on whether 
or not the City and County 
of San Francisco decides to 
allow the construction of t 
freeway.” Deavers told affili- 
ated unions. 

“People who are in the 
know tell us that it is possi- 
ble that this money derived 
from gasoline tax can be lost 
to the Bay area and even to 
the State of California itself. 

“W h i 1 e the freeway 
amounts to only a quarter of 
a billion, three Bay crossings, 
two upper and one lower, de- 
pend on whether or not the 
supervisors in San Francisco 
vote the. freeway. 

“We understand that these 
bridges will not be construct- 
ed unless San Francisco has 
something other than narrow 
city streets to take care of 
traffic flowing into the city. 

“This is extremely impor- 
tant — don’t let this money 
get away.” 


Residents Quit Parkway Op 
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Nearly half the Panhandle 
residents questioned in an 
Examiner poll would no 
longer oppose the freeway 
project there in light of The 
City’s modified Panhandle 
Parkway plan. 

Given increased park 
acreage, and the assurance 
that their homes would re- 
main, Oak Street residents 
told The Examiner they 
would withhold their ODoosi- 
tion. $. F. EXAWNtK 

Examiner reporters ques- 
tioned 24 persone who had 
been against the state plans. 

Eleven said that, in view of 
the modified plan indorsed 
5-1 by the City Planning Com- 
mission, they would no longer 
be in opposition. 

Seven of these had signed 
petitions opposing the free- 
way through the Panhandle, 
and some had worked active- 
ly in opposition. 

Of the 24, 13 remained ada- 


mant. 

Their feelings were mixed. 
None remained unconcerned. 
But it was clear The City’s, 
latest proposed modification 
had changed the minds of 
some. 


Those who remained un- 
moved suspected the pro- 
posed modification itself was 
no more than a trick to con- 
jure them into compliance. 

Others simply did not want 
a freeway, however hidden, 
near their homes, 
tr for 1st ad 

1st ad panhandle sidebar 
But those who changed 
their minds in recent days 
had comments similar to 
Edward Lindow’s: 

“I’ll go along as long as it 
doesn’t destroy my property 
or the park. The whole neigh- 
borhood will go along. 

“I’ve' signed petitions 
against the freeway. I’ve 
done everything I could to 



LOPEZ DANENHOWER 

'We want to stay' A traffic crisis 


LINDOW 
No destruction— 


SIMPSON BRIGGS KEYS 

Drops opposition Park for children Would 'go along' 


fight it. But I’d go along 
now—” He lives at 1459 Oak 
Street. 

Another man, Charles 
Matteson, who owns a three- 


flat apartment house at 1815 
Oak St., said, “If they save 
the house and park, I’ll give 
’em some land and they can 
move the house back a f e w 


feet.” 

Some own their own homes 
or apartments, and have for 
scores of years. 

Some rent, like Mrs. Wil- 


fred Lopez at 1637 Oak St., 
who has a flat large enough : 
for her husband and five chil- 
dren. “Freeways,” she said, 
“are a dirty word around 


proj 
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Quote 


“The Panhandle Park- 
way route will go UNDER a 
northern edge of Golden 
Gate Park. It will NOT 
ruin the park. When com- 
pleted, the surface above 
the tunnel win be as beau- 
tiful as ever. The recent 
clamor that the freeway 
would ruin the park makes 
a lot of noise— but little, if 
any, practical sense. If it 
Acould ruin the park we 
would oppose it as vig- 
orously as anyone.”— 
KP EX-TV editorial "by Louis 
S. Simon, general manager. 


City Proposes New 
Route for Parkway 
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Good Interview 


I have only been inter- 
viewed a few times. Re- 
cently. however, I have 
been deluged by reporters. 
My experience with Lisa 
Hobbs (Examiner reporter) 
was out of the ordinary. 
She was immediately able 
to get the point of what I 
was .trying to say. At the 
same time she^was ques- 


tical in such 
help me to 
was trying 


d mer brief 
paminer I 
surprised 
Heariy and 


tioning and cr 
a way as to 
clarify what 
to say. 

When I re; 
report in 
was pleasanl 
to find how 
precisely her article mir- 
rowed my thinkin g 
Let me congratulate you 
and your paper. 

HARVEY POWELSON, 
M.D., 

Chief, 

V . Department of 

V/ Psychiatry, 

^Diversity of California. 

ies 


Sy RUSS CONE 
City park and planning officials practically assumed 
full command of the controversial Panhandle Parkway 
project yesterday with a second hew route proposal which 
seemed to delight a beleaguered California Highway Com- 
mission and relieve many 

parkway opponents. ) chairman Robert B. Brad-; 


The newest idea came from j ford, noted “the problem 


Dr. Francis Herz, president j still a dynamic one" and his 


of the Recreation ahd-Park | commission wiU keep open 
its records to receive details 


Commission, who added that 
Rec-Park General 
James Lang and Park Super- 
intendent Frank Foehr like 
it, too. 

8-LANE TUNNEL 

These park officials would 
make the Golden Gate . Park 
crossing via an eight-lane 
tunnel beneath the northeast 
corner and traveling partly 
beneath the park and partly 
under Fulton Street to Park- 
Presidio Blvd. 

It would leave Fulton Street 
homes untouched as far as 
10th Avenue. 


i on these changes. 

Manager, Bradford opened public 
hearing on the latest San 
Francisco freeway problem 
before an audience of 124 in 
the 1,500 seat War Memorial 
Building at 10 a. m. and be- 
I fore the watchful eye of 
KQED television cameras. 

“Even after a route is 
picked,” Bradford pointed 
out, “there will be no con- 
struction on that route unless 
we reach agreement with 
your Board of Supervisors on 
how and where that route 
shall be built. 

Even city planning and 


It would eliminate need for lj * r a f f * c technicians . 
excavating a four-lane S ub- j| shown no affection .for details 
way under Main Drive 



through the . park, the de- 
struction of 145 older trees 
and the transplanting of 650 
others. 

Herz and Lang said it 
would make- possible a land- 
scaped development, of that 


of the route Womack recom- 
mended last month. 

But engineers and planners 
for both State and city testi- 
fied to the need for some 
highway along the Park-Pre- 
sidio-Golden Gate Park-Pan- 
: handle alignment. 

They stressed the traffic 


CHAIRMAN ROBERT BRADFORD OPENS PUBLIC HEARING 
With him at table in War Memorial Building are (from I.) Franklin, S. I 


northern fringe of nark which * serv}ce it gives San Francisco 
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jungle 


res on Freeway 


Here’s another native- 
born San Franciscan who 
votes “Yes” on the sen- 
sible Panh?ndle Parkway 

Plan. fljfty 2 i 1964 

ED‘ ARNOLD, 


has become virtual 
through over-growth. 

It would tie In perfectly 
with an earlier city proposal 
by the Planning Commission 
to submerge parkway routes 
along Oak and Fell Streets, 
saving 983 dwellings and ex- 
tending the Panhandle green- 
sward seven blocks to Web- 
ster Street. 


motorists, the need to tie 
together loose ends of the ex- 
isting Federal highway and 
national defense system. 

Supervisor William C. 
Blake appeared during the 
morning to point out the su- 
pervisors’ disapproval of 
earlier State plans for the 
parkway. 

He asserted his plan for a 


State Highway Engineer J.; pacific Heights traffic tunnel 
C. Womack told Herz “we’re: j s the official policy of City 
glad to have your idea. We Hall, 
didn’t have any idea we’d be Many in the audience, 
allowed to encroach at all on which had grown to 150 by 
. Golden Gate Park.” 


Blake 


then, applauded as 
shot such remarks as: 

‘People do not want a free- 
way in, around, over or un- 
der Golden Gate Park. . . . 

‘Your commission has done 
all the damage it’s going to 
do to San Francisco. You 
have penalized commuters 
long enough.” 

He brought the commission 
petitions which had been 
submitted at City Hall last 
week, bearing names of some 
13,000 persons who had been 
persuaded to sign with as- 
sertions the parkway would 
“ruin Golden Gate. Park.” 

None of the parkway plans, 
even those which the super- 
visors rejected, would dis- 
rupt the park more than 
temporarily. 

During the nearly eight- 


hour hearing, a record in 
highway commission annals, 
about 40 individuals, neigh- 
bor leaders or spokesmen 
for business and labor or- 
ganizations spoke. 

It featured indorsement of 
the two new city proposals 
by landscape architect Law- 
rence Halprin, consultant for 
the State. 


who would\ r 
Blake’s 1.7 mil 
reach downtown 


It featured indorsement of 
the parkway route by vir- 
tually the entire organized 
labor spectrum, save the 
International Longshoremen 
and Warehousemen’s Union. 

It featured latest tabula- 
tions of a Chamber of Com- 
merce driver poll, showing 
1,730 favor a parkway with 
short tunnel, compared with 
634 motorists who prefer 
using city streets and 499 


It featured n 
score of person; 
groups, such s 
chapter of the . 
'stitute of Archil 
pose the parkw 
.these oppose a: 
'way. 

“A freeway 
jcroaches upon 
'Park simply is 
jable,” declared 
ler. 

Heller spoke 
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ning Committee 
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eliminate one 
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sion and noise. 
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This is the newest proposal for a Panhandle Parkway: 8-lane tunnel (dotted 
line) beneath Golden Gate Park's northeast corner and traveling partly 
under the Dark and partly under Fulton St. to Park Presidio Blvd. 


mission a strong recommen- 1 
dation for the Panhandle: 


Parkway alignment, plus 
some sound advice on how to 
avoid controversy over simi- 
lar projects in the future. 

Halprin also indorsed the 
Planning Commission scheme' 
for saving Oak St. homes and 
routing traffic beneath Oak 
and Fell Sts., while extending 
the Panhandle seven blocks. 


3RD OPENS PUBLIC HEARING ON SAN FRANCISCO'S LATEST FREEWAY PROBLEM 
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stitute of Architects, who op- Oscar Fisher said the 
pose the parkway. Many of Chamber of Commerce feels 
these oppose any new free- .that “if something is no 
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ning Committee in asserting) 
“it would displace thousands 
(1,118 families, actually) 1 
eliminate one of our com-, 
p 1 e t e 1 y integrated play- 
grounds and create confu- 
sion and noise.” 


rade. 

McLaughlin declared his 
gardeners “stand 100 percent 
behind the parkway plan. 

. It means $500,000 in new 
landscaping. ... It means 
jungles will be opened up for 
people to use.” 


Willie Brown calmly re- 
minded t h e -commission' 
‘You-’ve witnessed the dem- 
onstrations. ... I can fore- 
see the Congress of Racial 
Equality and the NAACP 
taking action we wouldn’t: 
want to see, such as picket 
lines and lying in front of^ 
bulldozers; etcetera (if the 1 
parkway takes homes.)” 

Three of the five commis- 
sioners noted as the hearing, 
ended that they expect an 
acceptable route can be 
found. 


Landscape Architect Law : 
rence Halprin yesterday gave 
the California Highway Com- 


Halprin, consultant to the 
•State Division, of Highways in 
the original parkway design, 
urged the commission to sup- 
port the city modification. , 

He set out five ways the 
state could implement a prin- 
ciple of making new freeways 
“lead to an improvement of 
the overall appearance of the 
community and an enhance- 
ment of the neighborhoods 
through which they pass.” 
Halprin recommended: 

“In addition to reconstitut- 
ing Golden Gate Park after 
developing the tunnel, make 
proper restitutions for both 
the trees which cannot be 
saved and the period of dis- 
ruption so that an upgrading 
of Golden Gate Park becomes 
possible. . . . 

‘Make restitution to The 
City- for trees lost to the half 
tunnels along the Panhandle 
so that improvements to the 
Panhandle now sorely needed 
can be carried out. 

“Make available to the 
park and/or the Panhandle 
trees boxed out of Park Pre 
sidio which cannot be re- 
planted there. 

“In development of pre 
cise working drawings and 
detailed designs, give serious 
consideration to the develop- 
ment of superb architecture 


at structures such as veiff 
houses and integration of 
works of art. such as sculp- 
ture and bas reliefs, particiu- 
larly at tunnel portals and 
careful design of light fix- 
tures, railings and other ele 
ments of street furniture. 


“It should be pointed out 
that on all San Francisco re- 
development Agency- major 
buildings one-half of 1 per 
cent of the budget is allotted 
to works of art.” 


Halprin called for- legal, 
mechanisms, also, to care fori 
persons displaced by free-: 
way projects. 

He concluded: ] 

“I would like to emphasize ; 
one of the main principles 1 
we developed for the design 
of urban freeways and that, 
is the necessity for their’ 
complete integration into the 
fabric of the city. 

“By this I mean the ad- 
joining buildings and public 
facilities, that is, shops, 
parking structures and rec- 
reation areas, should in the 
future be planned and de- 
signed ' at the same time as 
the freeway by one or more 
agencies working with the 
highway division who would 
have the possibility of assur- 
ing their construction in a 
well rounded and complete 


civic way. 


RIGGS 
for children 


KEYS 

Would 'go along' 


fred Lopez at 1637 Oak St., 
who has a flat large enough 
for her husband and five chil- 
dren. “Freeways,” she said, 
“are a dirty word around 


here,” but added, “I signed 
the petition because we want 
to stay. If they leave the 
house and the children have 
a place to play, I’ll go for it.” 

Said Mrs. Elizabeth Danen- 
hower at 1353 Oak St., “I’d be 
glad to put up with the low- 
ered freeway. We all realize 
something must be done with 
traffic.” 

Mrs. Ivy Briggs at 1335 
Oak St. has three daughters, 
aged 4 to 8, who play in the 
park. She has lived in t h e 
neighborhood for many years, 
she said, and loves the park 
“just because I love the park. 
I always have.” 

But if a park were kept, 
and lengthened a number of 
blocks as the modified plan 
proposes, she would no longer 
be against the project, she 
said. 

John Cook, of 1787 Oak St. 
said he would change his 
mind if theJiii^lwere left. 


Samuel Simpson, who has 
owned his four - flat building 
at 1337 Oak St. for 17 years, 
said, “I would no longer op- 
pose it,” although he was one 
of those who signed petitions 
against the project as it was 
originally devised. 

Junius Keyes, of 1441 Oak 
St., said he, too, would “go 
along.” 

Some who w o u 1 d not 
change their minds asked to 
see detailed plans showing 
how the city’s new modifica- 
tions of the state plan would 
work. 

Until they could see the 
plans, they said, they would 
remain opposed. 

One staunch opponent, a 
man who owns his own home, 
said, “They could do it well 
if they wanted to. But they 
have to show me first.” 

And some, finally, said they 
would move if a freeway were 
built nearby. 



